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Harvest Time: The Plimoth Grist Mill  

Amy Whorf McGuiggan 

From a pond that the Pilgrims named Billington Sea and, in their time, teamed with fish and wild-
fowl, Town Brook tumbled 1 ½ miles to the sea.  

The brook, with its bounty of herring, was a source of fresh water, food, and fertilizer for the colo-
nists, as it had been for Native Americans. It served, too, as a calendar. When the herring began to 
run, heralding the return of spring, it was planting time.  

Continued on page 3.  
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Happy Fall! We have some really exciting events coming up. 

Make sure you are on the MSMD email list so that you will 
receive the occasional e-blast with exciting events coming up.  

The e-blasts tell you about lectures from the General Society, 
Pilgrim Hall, Plimoth Patuxet, other history events in the area, 
MSMD events, and more. Email Ginny at 
msmd@massmayflower.org to get on the list. 

Our November Compact meeting will be very informative this 
year. We will hear from GSMD Executive Director Mark 
Schmidt who will bring us up to date on the Mayflower Society 
House and other happenings at the General Society of May-
flower Descendants (GSMD). We will meet at the Venezia 
Restaurant at the Marina, on 20 Ericsson St in Boston on Satur-
day, November 5 at 11:30.  

The MSMD Board last met on September 26, 2022. Elder Pas-
tor Nancy Allen opens and closes our meetings with prayer as 
she does all of our membership meetings. How lucky we are to 
have her wisdom and experience. She sets the tone for our 
meetings in such a positive way.  

The MSMD Board had a lively discussion about getting more 
of you involved in our committees and in doing so, all began 
telling each other how we found out about our ancestors and 
how we got involved in the MA Mayflower Society. It brought 
back for us the passion we first felt when we became aware of 
this amazing heritage we have. We have had record attendance 
at the board meetings which is a great sign of collegiality and 
dedication. Thanks to all who are participating on the board! 

Now it is your turn. Come to our November meeting and meet 
your distant relatives. Attend our book club meetings, volunteer 
for a committee, read books about the Mayflower story, and 
talk with your family about how important it is to keep this 
history alive.  

Going through this generation with each other and sharing our 
interest in history creates close bonds and lifetime friendships. 
We could all do with more of this in this day and age. 
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Harvest Time: The Plimoth Grist Mill  

Amy Whorf McGuiggan 

Continued from page 1. 

The Pilgrims also recognized the energy of the flowing brook 
and first harnessed that energy in 1632 when Stephen Deane, 
who arrived on the Fortune in 1621, was given permission to set 
up a “water works to beate corne upon the brook.” Up until then, 
farmers had ground their corn by hand with wooden mortars.  

After Deane’s death, grinding the colony’s corn fell to John Jen-
ney who was granted permission by the colony in 1636 to build 
a grist mill with millstones. Upon his death in 1643, Jenney’s 
son Samuel managed the mill until 1683 after which, having 
fallen into a deteriorated condition, the mill was rebuilt and, 

remarkably, continued to operate until it was claimed by fire in 
1847.  

The current working grist mill, standing on the site of Jenney’s 
original enterprise, is a 1969 full-scale reproduction of the 1636 
mill and is managed by Plimoth Patuxet Museums 

Corn was a diet staple of the Plymouth colony, and the grist mill 
became the center of community life, not only providing an es-
sential service to farmers – converting their corn into meal – but 
serving as a gathering spot to share news of the colony. Today, 
at the mill, visitors will see rushing water diverted from Town 
Brook to power the water wheel, a type of wheel known as a 
breast wheel, where water enters the wheel’s buckets abreast of 
the wheel’s axle.  

As the core of the operation, the water wheel powers the mill’s 
gears to turn two furrowed horizontal antique millstones – a 
stationary bedstone and a rotating runner stone – the stones hav-
ing been salvaged from an 18th century Pennsylvania mill.  

As the corn is fed from a bin, the stones work hand in hand to 
“scissor” the kernels trapped between the stones into finer and 
finer pieces, producing cornmeal and sampe (grits).  

 

Continued on page 4.  
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To keep the valuable meal in a fresh condition and from spilling 
– and to avoid customer complaints that could have resulted in a 
court appearance – colonial millers secured the sacks with a 
binding, but easily untied knot, known as a miller’s knot. Visitors 
can try their hand at tying the simple, useful knot. 

Behind the mill, a greenway that begins at the headwaters of 
Town Brook takes visitors downstream to the peaceful Brewster 
Gardens, site of the original garden plot granted to Elder William 
Brewster.  

The public park, bisected by Town Brook, was created in the 
early 1920s during the Pilgrim Tercentenary. It is the perfect spot 
to reflect on our Pilgrim ancestors having worn their feet into 
this very same ground. Sacks of blue and yellow organic corn-
meal and sampe are available in the museum gift shop and 
online.  

Most corn bread recipes call for quantities of all-purpose flour 
that obscure the flavor of the corn. This muffin recipe brings out 
that flavor. 

Cornmeal Muffins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted 

• ½ cup all-purpose flour 

• ¾ cup sugar 

• 2 cups cornmeal (blue or yellow) 

• ¼ teaspoon salt 

• 1 teaspoon baking soda 

• 2 cups buttermilk 
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Butter and flour a 12-cup muffin 
pan. Tap out excess flour.  

(If using a 9 x 5 loaf pan, bake for 40 minutes or until a cake 
tester comes out clean) 

Whisk flour, sugar, cornmeal and salt in a large bowl. 

In a smaller bowl, whisk baking soda into buttermilk. Fold liquid 
into flour mixture. Fold in melted butter. 

Fill muffin cups to top. Batter will be thin.  

Bake on middle rack 15-20 minutes until muffin tops are golden 
and center feels firm. 

Note: If adding fruit (cranberries/blueberries) there will be more 
batter and cups will be fuller. 

All grist mill photos by Amy Whorf .McGuiggan. 

 

Harvest Time: The Plimoth Grist Mill  

Amy Whorf McGuiggan 

Continued from page 3. 

Thanksgiving Day Parade 

November 19, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Featuring a food festival and numerous bands and historic and 
patriotic marching units, the parade begins on  

Nelson & Main Street.  
 
Admission: Free  
Start time: 11:00 a.m. 
End Time: 1:00 p.m.  
 
Start Location: Nelson St. Plymouth, MA 02345  
End Location: Cole’s Hill. Carver Street, Plymouth, MA 02345  
 
Parking: On-Street Parking  
Public Transportation: MBTA Rail Kingston/Plymouth Direc-
tions Hwy Exit: RT 44, 3, 3A 
 

 If you would like to ride in the parade on the  
Mayflower Society float, contact Cheryl Soares 

at executiveasst@themayflowersociety.org. 

mailto:executiveasst@themayflowersociety.org
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Annual Compact Day Meeting and Luncheon 

      November 5, 2022 

   Venezia Waterfront Restaurant 

20 Ericsson Street, Boston Massachusetts 

Cash Bar 11:30 to 12:30 p.m. 

Luncheon served at 12:30 p.m. 

  

MENU: 

Minestrone Soup with fresh baked breads 

Choice of Stuffed Chicken Florentine: Boneless chicken stuffed with spinach 

Classic Baked Haddock: Flakey white fish with buttered sherry crumbs 

Risotto Caprese: Vegetarian Fresh tomatoes, basil and fresh mozzarella 

 Dessert: Crème Carmel, Coffee and Tea 

Please email msmd@massmayflower.org to request a gluten-free meal. 

 
 
 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mayflower Ancestor: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name(s) of Guest(s):  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number of adult(s): Chicken Florentine   ____________ @ $50.00 $___________  

 

Number of adult(s): Baked Haddock   ____________ @ $50.00 $___________  

 

Number of adult(s): Risotto Caprese ____________ @ $50.00 $___________  

 

         Total: ____________________ 

 

❏ I’m paying with PayPal (use MSMD@massmayflower.org)  

❏ I’m paying mailing my payment to: MSMD, 175 Derby Street, Suite 13, Hingham, MA 02043-4036 

❏  This function will be photographed. If you do not wish your photo to appear in future MSMD publicity, please check here. 

 

Reservations and Payment Due By October 31, 2022 

 
Mark Schmidt 

 
Executive Director, General Society of Mayflower Descendants 

 
Presents 

 
The Mayflower Society House, Then and Now: How the House was Used During WWII 



VOLUME 43, ISSUE 3, P. 6  FALL 2022 

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower descendants• 781-875-3194• www.massmayflower.org  

W
e
lc

o
m

e
 N

e
w

 M
e
m

b
e
rs

! 

 

Name    Passenger 

Ms. Leslie S Clark Framingham MA John Alden 

Ms. Leslie A DiOrio Whitman MA John Alden 

Ms. Jeana M Faherty North Andover MA John Alden 

Ms. Cheryl L. Krisko Beverly MA John Alden 

Ms. Joana P LaBranche York ME John Alden 

Ms. Juliana A MacLeod Candia NH John Alden 

Mr. Jason A Paolino Rindge NH John Alden 

Ms. Jessica E Shattuck Carlisle MA John Alden 

Ms.  Susan M. Tompkins-Hunt Rockland MA John Alden 

Mr. Parker Wellington, III Provincetown MA John Alden 

Ms. Jennifer Bello Needham, MA William Bradford 

Mr. Russell F. Tremaine East Boston MA William Bradford 

Ms. Patricia A. Gray Cotuit MA William Brewster 

Mr. David Grim Littleton MA William Brewster 

Ms. Emma L Barcelo Denver CO James Chilton 

Ms. Margaret L Elder Marlborough MA James Chilton 

Ms. Terry A Toelken Agawam MA James Chilton 

Ms. Rebecca L Flaherty West Barnstable MA Francis Cooke 

Mr. Aidan Parent Yarmouth Port MA Francis Cooke 

Ms. Wanda Azevedo Raynham MA Francis Eaton 

Ms. Cindi Lee McTiernan Marshfield, MA Francis Eaton 

Ms. Lesley A Wishnick Princeton NJ Samuel Fuller 

Mr. Samuel W Barcelo Cambridge MA Stephen Hopkins 

Mr. Stephen G. Crowe Williamstown MA Stephen Hopkins 

Ms. Stephanie A. Griffin-Hague Westfield MA Stephen Hopkins 

Mr. Alden Hatch 
Ponte Vedra 
Beach FL Stephen Hopkins 

Ms. Carol Keefe South Natick MA Stephen Hopkins 

Ms. Nancy L Lynch Ipswich MA Stephen Hopkins 

Ms. Joan C Marsh Provincetown MA Stephen Hopkins 

Ms. Nancy L. Taylor-Dreessen Denton TX Stephen Hopkins 

Ms. Adria Warren Somerville MA Stephen Hopkins 

Ms. Skylar C. Bartels Guilford CT John Howland 

Mr. Wiley W Bartels Guilford CT John Howland 

Ms. Ann Currier Northfield NH John Howland 

Mr. John C Dean Placerville CA John Howland 

Ms. Catherine B Rottinghaus Dover MA John Howland 

Mr. Robert N Rourke Lake Forest IL William Mullins 

Ms. Claire Sears Yukon, OK Priscilla Mullins 

Ms. Jaan T Terry Arlington MA Priscilla Mullins 

Mr. Jeffreye S. Booth Abington MA Thomas Rogers 

Ms. Jamie C Amaral Hingham MA Henry Samson 

Ms. Linda J. Ciceroni Plymouth MA George Soule 

Ms. Alexandra R Goodale Needham MA Myles Standish 

Ms. Quinn A. Lipham Lexington SC Myles Standish 

Ms. Nancy J Pratt Plymouth MA Myles Standish 
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Welcome New Members! 

Continued from page 5 

Mr. Herbert R Ward Vineyard Haven MA Elizabeth Tilley 

Ms. Jennifer L Aspesi Grafton MA Richard Warren 

Mr. John H. Graves Manchester MA Richard Warren 

Ms. Kendal E Lynch Ware MA Richard Warren 

Mr. Stephen M. Sumner Worcester MA Richard Warren 

Mrs George M Covington Lake Bluff IL William White 

Mr. Francis E. Hawkins Boston MA William White 

Mrs. W. Paul Krauss Lake Forest IL William White 

 

Celebrating 60 & 70-Year Massachusetts Mayflower Members  

 
Audrey S. Anderson 
Thomas O. Andrews 
Michael F. Arrigo 
Josephine S. Blagden 
Cutler D. Bowes 
Rodney D. Bowes 
Theodore M. Buck 
Kyle H. Caron 
Sandra J. Chambers 
Davenport B. Crocker 
Gail G. Cousins 
Natalie P. Gardiner 
Stephen V. Gibbs 
Galen K. Green 
Thomas R. Hale, Esq. 
Penelope S. Hare 
Louisa G. Hayward 
John B. Hebard 
David S. P. Hopkins 
Jennifer F. Hopkins 
John P. Howland 
Constance D. James 

 
Hugh McKeen Jones III 
Annie Lee Jones 
William G. Lawrence, Jr. 
Emily A. Leeds 
Patricia Q. Marx 
Helen C. MacGregor 
Samuel L. Millbank 
Harrison L. Moore 
Ralph A. Powers, Jr. 
James P. Ricker 
Scott C. Shea 
Nancy W. Slonaker 
Carole W. Speth 
Channing S. Swan II 
Sylvia L. Thayer 
Courtlandt Van Rensselaer 
John Van Rensselaer 
Douglas H. Ward 
Roger L. Ward 
Virginia B. Welch 
Carol Ann White 
Nancy H. Yee 

Gladys R. Chilleri   Age 94 

Nancy R. Coletta 

Barbara K. Crowe 

Elizabeth A. Daly   Age 95 

Dr. James H. David 

Ariana A. Fairbanks 

Jane E. Fisher 

Harlin Bradford Hill III 

Mary F. Jillson-Stout 

Margaret E. McCormick  Age 96 

Virginia A. McGrath 

Blasdel Reardon 

Frederick Robbins   Age 101 

Brian P. Rogan 

Judith Southard 

Marion B. Waleryszak 

Avery Lee Williams 

In Memoriam 
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NEW JUNIORS   ANCESTOR  SPONSOR 

Nancy Elizabeth Hull Mueller         Richard Warren           Mary Hull 

Elin Christine Frederickson             Edward Fuller             Josephine H. Bero 

Finlay Ian Sterling                           John Alden                 Dianne Sterling                        

Casimir Alden Sumner                    John Alden                  Adryn Sumner 

Madeleine Soleil Jacques               Stephen Hopkins         Francene Jacques 

Charlotte Jane Goring                     John Alden                  Jane Ingraham MacBarron Goring    

Award-Winning Scholarship Essay  

By Jayline Steiding 

My name is Jayline Steiding, and my Wampanoag name is 
Upeeshåw påmuhköt ut wapanut (Flower Dancing in the 
Wind). I am a proud member of the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe, also known as the People of the First Light. 

From the time I was a young girl I have always been aware of 
my Wampanoag heritage. My Dad always made sure that I 
knew who I was, and from whom I was descended. It was al-
ways made clear to me that is was special to be a Wampanoag. 
I was encouraged to be proud of my heritage and to never deny 
or hide from it. 

This could be challenging at times, as I grew up in Medway 
which is a predominantly white community. But I recall vivid-
ly my Dad coming to my school each year around the Thanks-
giving Holiday to speak to my class and to provide his unique 
and honest perspective of being Wampanoag. I knew from my 
Dad that the schools were only going to teach Wampanoag 
heritage for one week out of the year, and that the story would 
be incomplete and inaccurate. He always told me that our his-
tory could not be taught in one week, and encouraged me to 
speak up in class and when possible to correct my teachers if I 
thought something they said was incorrect. 

It isn't always easy to feel different than your classmates. As a 
kid I was cognizant that I was the only Native girl in my 
school. That is why I used to love going to the Cape, especially 
to Mashpee. It felt so good to be around my Native family. 
Whether it was a winter social singing and dancing, or the Pow 

Wow in July with the beat of the drums that my father always 
explained was our heartbeat. I was surrounded by my people. 
And there was nowhere else I wanted to be. 

As I grew older, I was able to understand that being "Wamp" 
didn't mean that I had to be in Mashpee or at a Tribal event. I 
was Wamp every day. No matter where I was, or what I was 
doing, I was a descendent of the original inhabitants of this 
area. There is a common refrain in our community: We Are 
Still Here. It means that just because we are no longer living in 
wetus and wearing our traditional clothes every day, we are in 
the community and we are here and we are proud of who we 
are. Many of us practice our culture and our traditions on a 
daily basis. Many of us exercise our Aboriginal Rights or prac-
tice food sovereignty. Some of us sing and dance. Some of us 
speak our Native language. Others hunt and fish, while some 
are expert seamstresses and phenomenal chefs. 

We are a vibrant and strong people. We grow stronger every 
day. And I am so proud to be a part of this wonderful and 
proud community. There aren't many people in this world who 
can say they are Mashpee Wampanoag. In fact, only about 
3,000 can make that claim. I am one of them. And I am blessed 
that I can. 

As I look to the future I hope to be able to educate people the 
way that my Dad taught me. There is real struggle in this com-
munity. There are many people, as well as town and state agen-
cies who do not. 

The Thanksgiving Day Scholarship is given to members of the Wampanoag Tribe to thank them for the help they gave the Pilgrims 

in that terrible year of 1621. Jayline Steiding was awarded one of two $1,500 Thanksgiving Day Scholarships awarded this year. 

She studies psychology and pre-med at the University of Connecticut. 
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Celebrate the Cranberry! 

 

Massachusetts Cranberries and Plimoth Patuxet Museums 
are excited to present, in partnership—CranFest—a two-
day festive celebration of the cranberry, its enduring histo-
ry in the Commonwealth and role in the culture, liveli-
hood, and culinary traditions of the region. 

Come enjoy all the fun seasonal activities that will take 
place on the grounds of Plimoth Patuxet Museums. Live 
music sets a festive mood all weekend long and each day 
has a different theme! Something for everyone! 

Two Days of Fun! Family Day & Foodie Day! 

Admission to “CranFest” is $5 per person, per day, chil-
dren ages 6 and under are free. Package rates are available 
to guests who also purchase admission to Plimoth Patuxet 
Museums on the day of the event. 

Family Day 

November 11, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
The festival's Family Day offers programs and activities 
for the young and young at heart! 

Family Day Activities Include 

• Children's Crafts, Games, and Activities 

• Face Painting and Coloring Stations 

• Rhapsody in Red History Exhibit 

• Cranberries 101 Lecture 

• Traveling Cranberry Bog 

• Cranberry Documentary 

• WATD Live Broadcast (11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) 

• Live Local Music (2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.) 

• Hayrides ($1 Fee) 

• Food Trucks and Market Vendors 

Foodie Day 

November 12, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
Foodie Day centers on lectures, culinary purveyors, food 
trucks, and local spirits tastings, highlighted by a Cranber-
ry Recipe Competition. 

Foodie Day Activities Include 

• Local Spirits Tastings 

• Rhapsody in Red History Exhibit 

• Cranberries 101 Lecture 

• Traveling Cranberry Bog 

• Cranberry Documentary 

• Live Local Music 

Cranberry Recipe Competition with Emmy Award® win-
ning lifestyle host Anna Rossi. Learn more! 

Food Trucks and Market Vendors 

Sponsors 

Plimoth Patuxet Museums and Massachusetts Cranberries 
proudly recognizes and thanks all of our sponsors who 
contributed to this special event! 

https://plimoth.org/events/best-berry-new-englands-cranberry-recipe-competition
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How the Pilgrims Coped with Separation 
 

By Sarah Hall 
 

Postdoctoral Researcher in Early Modern Transatlantic History, University of York 

Those who emigrated on the Mayflower in 1620 seeking reli-
gious liberty might not have realised the challenges that lay 
ahead of them. Roaring summer heat and bitter winters were 
only part of their test. Economic instability, disease and trou-
bling encounters with the native population meant that the early 
years of the Plymouth colony were tarnished by hardship. 
 
However, it was not only material and environmental adversity 
that faced the colonists or their friends and families back home. 
The distance stretching between those who stayed and those 
who sailed was felt painfully and persistently. 
As such, correspondence played a central role in the pilgrims’ 
lives. It sustained friendships and kinship over immense dis-
tances. Letters extended social habits of communal worship, 
sharing spiritual knowledge and advice, and collective prayer 
that had once been practised in person. 
 
Communal worship 
 
Many of the Mayflower pilgrims had left England long before 
they set sail for the New World. They had radical religious be-
liefs and did not agree 
with the way the Church 
of England was run. 
 
Looking for religious 
freedom, they fled to 
Leiden, the Netherlands. 
There, many worshipped 
at the Pieterskerk with 
their pastor, John Robin-
son. This group of refu-
gees stayed in Leiden for 
12 years. However, Hol-
land was not as tolerant 
of their religious practic-
es as they liked, and they 
began to fear the spread 
of the Thirty Years 
War that was over-
whelming much of Europe. 
 
In 1620, many of the group set sail again, this time for the New 
World. By then, they were a close community, and in 1625 
those that had stayed behind expressed their grief that, “[they 
were] constrained to live disunited each from other, especially 
considering our affections each unto other”. 
 
Puritans were intensely sociable in their worship. They believed 
that they belonged to a society of God’s saints. These were rad-
ical Protestants. 
They had come together as minority groups in the face of criti-
cism and ridicule from those around them. The name “puritan” 
was originally an insult, made by mocking neighbours poking 
fun at their intensely pious nature. With the sailing of the May-
flower, the separation of their close communities meant the 

disruption of the religious practices that defined them, particu-
larly their emphasis on collective worship. 
The Bible was a vital text for puritans and they felt strongly that 
they should study it together as often as they did privately. 
They did so constantly searching to learn more of God’s inten-
tions for them. 
 
In a practice called “gadding”, many puritans would travel to 
hear sermons given by ministers who believed the same things 
as themselves, since not everyone had access to a puritan 
preacher in their home parish or town. When unable to travel, 
they counselled each other. This happened in person where pos-
sible, but also in correspondence due to networks spread across 
Great Britain and the Netherlands. 
 
Getting word across oceans 
 
Puritan friendships were spiritual and social, and communion 
between friends provided emotional and material support. Their 
dispersal across England and the Netherlands made letter writ-
ing essential, even before emigration to the New World. 

But these distances proved little 
in comparison to the Atlantic 
Ocean. With the prospect of a 
long term or permanent separa-
tion, puritans relied on their 
letters with increased urgency. 
Writing to her brother in law 
John Winthrop in 1629, Priscilla 
Fones expressed her fear at his 
impending departure: 
 
… for though the bond of love 
still continues, the distance of 
the place will not let us be so 
useful one to another as now we 
are. 
 
Correspondence provided the 
Leiden pastor John Robin-

son with a space to reassert his ties with his former congre-
gants. In 1621, he wrote that “neither the distance of place nor 
distinction of body, can at all either dissolve or weaken that 
bond” between them. He vowed to maintain their spiritual con-
nection with prayer and passed on well wishes from the wives 
and children of the emigrants, and others of the congregation 
who had stayed behind in Leiden. 
 
Transatlantic correspondence came with many problems. Ships 
had to be available to carry these letters, while the journey was 
slow and the passage unreliable. Roger White, a citizen of Lei-
den, wrote to the pilgrims in 1625, lamenting that “I know not 
whether ever this will come to your hands, or miscarry, as other 
of my letters have done”. 
 
(Continued on page 11.) 

https://theconversation.com/profiles/sarah-hall-1144514
https://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/settlement/text1/BradfordPlymouthPlantation.pdf
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/visit/leiden-holland/attractions/pieterskerk-leiden/
https://www.britannica.com/event/Thirty-Years-War
https://www.britannica.com/event/Thirty-Years-War
https://www.history.com/topics/colonial-america/puritanism
https://public.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/purdef.htm
https://kenbaker.wordpress.com/2007/11/16/the-puritans-and-the-bible/
https://manyheadedmonster.wordpress.com/2014/09/01/the-woolcombers-world-part-ii-finding-god-in-seventeenth-century-essex/
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/who-were-the-pilgrims/2019/june/john-robinson/
https://www.mayflower400uk.org/education/who-were-the-pilgrims/2019/june/john-robinson/
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How the Pilgrims Coped with Separation 
 

Continued from page 10.  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Exercising caution, in 1630 John Winthrop, a leading figure 
among the Puritan founders of New England, sent news to his 
wife across two letters and sent it on different ships. These fears 
were not misplaced. News came to Massachusetts in 1633 that 
some other letters recently received in England had been washed 
“white and clean with saltwater” after the ship carrying them 
was wrecked. 
 
The Mayflower pilgrims and those that later settled in other parts 
of New England were supported by their letters. They relied on 
them for the endurance of their friendships, and the lifting of 
their spirits. Words set in ink provided emotional support; letters 
were kept, stored, read and reread to bring absent loved ones to 
heart and mind. 
 
Waiting aboard the Arbella at Southampton, on the eve of his 
departure for the new world, John Winthrop wrote to his wife. 
He told her that he often re-read her letters with “much delight”, 
although he found that he could not “read them without tears”. 
More than just words on a page, letters were an emotional and 
spiritual lifeline. Correspondence brought people together in 
familiar patterns of worship, despite their great distances. 

 
First published Sept. 18, 2020, by www.theconveresation.com 

using British English style.   
Reprinted with permission.  

John Winthrop, a leading figure among 
the Puritan founders of New England.  

 

Burial Hill History 
 

Tour Series Postponed due to rain  
 

to Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022, at 1 p.m. 
 
 

 

Pits, Posts, & Palisades:  

Archaeological Findings on Burial Hill  

 

Dr. David Landon, Associate Director of the Fiske Memorial 

Center for Archaeological Research at UMass Boston  

 

 
 
Isaac Allerton in Manhattan: 
From Mayflower Passenger 
to Magistrate, Mediator and 

Merchant 
 

Presented by David Furlow 
 

Thursday, November 3, at 
6:30 p.m. 

 
David Furlow, a historian and Pilgrim Hall Museum Trustee, 
and his wife Lisa Pennington are writing a biography 
of Mayflower passenger Isaac Allerton.  
 
Though Allerton is most known as a leader and agent for the 
early English Separatist settlement, he later extended his en-
trepreneurial interests well beyond Plymouth Colony and 
became deeply involved in the Dutch settlement of New Am-
sterdam.  
 

Learn the latest research into this cosmopolitan and contro-
versial Pilgrim colonist, including current archaeological ex-
cavations at the site of the Isaac Allerton warehouse in Man-

hattan, near today’s South Street Seaport Museum. 
 

Seating may be limited and is available on a first come basis. 
For more information, call 508-746-1620 or  

contact donna.curtin@pilgrimhall.org. 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/John-Winthrop-American-colonial-governor
https://www.facebook.com/events/405321054640190
mailto:donna.curtin@pilgrimhall.org
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An Account of the First Thanksgiving 

 
By Edward Winslow, Pilgrim 

 
“Our harvest being gotten in, our governor 

sent four men on fowling, that so we might af-
ter a special manner rejoice together, after we 
had gathered the fruits of our labors; they four 
in one day killed as much fowl, as with a little 

help beside, served the Company almost a 
week, at which time amongst other Recrea-

tions, we exercised our Arms, many of the Indi-
ans coming amongst us, and amongst the rest 

their greatest king Massasoit, with some ninety 
men, whom for three days we entertained and 

feasted, and they went out and killed five Deer, 
which they brought to the Plantation and 

 bestowed on our Governor, and upon the Cap-
tain and others. And although it be not always 
so plentiful, as it was at this time with us, yet 

by the goodness of God, we are so far from 
want, that we often wish you partakers of our 

plenty." 
 


