
In Squaw Rock Park, in Quincy’s Squantum neighborhood, hikers walking the gentle,
meandering woodland path skirting the bay and overlooking Thompson Island happen upon a
cairn that might well be mistaken for a trail marker.
The word cairn, first used around 1535, comes from the Scottish Gaelic and loosely translated
means “heap of stones.” Built to mark trails, boundaries and danger spots, those who happen
upon cairns, especially in remote areas, feel a sense of comfort that someone else has come
along the same path. Cairns were also built as memorials and on closer inspection the
Squantum cairn is just that, a memorial commemorating the September 30, 1621 [New Style]
visit of the Pilgrim military leader Myles Standish to Massachusetts Bay. Here he met with
Obbatinewat, a Wampanoag sachem living in and around Boston Harbor.
The idea for the memorial was first suggested by Mrs. Lillie Blanche Titus of Squantum,
a colonial history enthusiast and member of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
It was on her land that the Standish cairn was built and dedicated on September 30,
1895. A year later, Mrs. Titus would also be instrumental in building the Abigail Adams
cairn on Penn’s Hill. For the dedication at Squantum, eminent historian Charles Francis
Adams, Jr., the great-grandson of President John Adams and grandson of President
John Quincy Adams – who had watched the Battle of Bunker Hill from the cairn site on Penn’s
Hill with his mother, Abigail – gave the keynote address and offered an historical
review of the Pilgrim event.
As president of the Quincy Historical Society, Adams was steeped in the town’s history and
versed in colonial era scholarship. He began his remarks by acknowledging that there had
been much dispute “regarding where Myles Standish and his men landed,” but that after a
careful examination of documents, he was of the opinion that the landing was “on this spot
where we are standing.” What documents might have convinced Mr. Adams that Standish first
stepped ashore at Squantum when tradition, and earlier historians, had supposed the landing
to have been at Copp’s Hill?
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We all felt a minor earthquake shake our homes on January 27, not unlike the earthquake William
Bradford reported over 400 years ago. The Mayflower pilgrims experienced seismic change during
that time just as we are doing today as we modernize. Watch for new places to meet, exciting new
programming, new items for sale online, and take a minute to view our attractive updated website.
Our annual meeting falls in April. (See details in this newsletter.) You will notice that we are meeting
once again at South Shore Country Club. It will be a new experience as we will be in a different room
and there are new caterers. We felt we owed it to them to try their new caterer and location before
beginning to move around out of loyalty to all the years they have taken care of us. You can also look
forward to a really good program which we’ll be announcing soon.
As the General Society Mayflower Descendant’s largest chartered society, the Massachusetts
Society (MSMD) has always led and set examples with the largest membership, a staff historian,
adult education and junior programming, and a pride among our members of knowing we belong
to the society where it all happened. Please mark your calendars and attend our events. You’ll
meet a relative or two. As we head into 2025, I wish you fair winds and following seas.

March Book Discussion - Squanto: A Native Odyssey
The MSMD book group will be meeting on March 21, 2025, at 10:30 at the Mayflower House,

4 Winslow St., Plymouth, MA 02360. 
We will be discussing Andrew Lipman's new release "Squanto". The discussion will be led by

David Furlow, a member of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts and of the Pilgrim Hall
Museum Board of Trustees. Many of you already attend these wonderful discussions, and

we hope that many more if you will join us, for questions, please email
cmtinney@yahoo.com.

 Book discussions are very interesting, David Furlow is very knowledgeable,
and the remodeled house is is warm and welcoming.

Books are available from the Society and from Amazon.



Less than a year after New Plymouth was settled, Standish embarked on a four-day voyage to explore
Massachusetts Bay and negotiate with members of the Massachusett tribe. Both Bradford’s Of Plimoth
Plantation and Mourt’s Relation reference the journey, Bradford writing, “After this, ye 18 of September
[Old Style], they sente out their shalop to the Massachusets, with 10. Men, and Squanto for their guide
and interpreter, to discover and view that bay, and trade with ye natives; the which they performed,
and found kind entertainment.”
Mourt’s Relation offers more detail, noting that the party “set out about midnight, the tide then serving
for us. We supposing it to be nearer than it is, thought to be there the next morning betimes, but it
proved well near twenty leagues from New Plymouth. We came into the bottom of the bay, but being
late we anchored and lay in the shallop, not having seen any of the people.” Early the next morning,
adds Mourt’s, the party went ashore and found lobsters on which they dined under a cliff. A sentinel
was posted while Squanto went in search of Obbatinewat who Mourt’s names as the “governor of this
place.”
Was the “bottom of the bay” the area at Copp’s Hill near Charlestown, or was the “bottom of the bay”
in fact Squantum, the seasonal residence of the Massachusett tribe whose Sachem Chickataubut
maintained a summer seat on a small, wooded upland surrounded by the fertile Squantum marshes.
Shaped like an arrow-head, the upland was known in the native language as Moswetuset (now
Moswetuset Hummock), from which Massachusetts may take its name.
Among the sources that perhaps persuaded Mr. Adams that the Squantum peninsula was the original
landing spot were Samuel G. Drake’s The History and Antiquities of Boston, published in 1856, and
John Abbott Goodwin’s The Pilgrim Republic, published in 1888. Drake provides a detailed footnote in
his discussion of the cliff where Standish and his men had landed and breakfasted. Referencing a
manuscript sent to him by a friend which names the historians Dr. Jeremy Belknap and Alexander
Young – both of whom supposed that the cliff was Copp’s Hill – Drake states that his friend’s
conclusions agree perfectly with his own, that the “bottom of the bay” where Standish and his party
first anchored was Quincy Bay and that the cliff was the rock formation “known by the name of ‘the
Chapel,’ at the north-east extremity of the peninsula of Squantum.”
Goodwin writes that the shallop sailed late on the evening of September 28th , “and about dark on the
29th came to anchor (as seems probable from the vague description) under that beautiful promontory
in Quincy which is still called Squantum.”
As Mourt’s relates, Standish and his party, accompanied by Obbatinewat, again “crossed the bay,”
which was said to be very large and “hath at least fifty islands in it,” to visit the widow (called the
Squaw Sachem in Mourt’s) of Sachem Nanepashemet at what is now Charlestown. Drake asks, “Would
going from Copp’s Hill to Charlestown be crossing the bay? and eliciting in connection observations
about its extent and the great number of islands in it?” He also addresses usage of the word, “again” in
reference to crossing the bay, noting that it was appropriate since they had already crossed one bay,
from Point Allerton to Squantum.
Confident in his conclusions, Mr. Adams told 
the crowd of 300 patriotic ladies and gentlemen 
gathered on Squantum’s highest knoll for the 
anniversary and dedication, “Now, anyone who 
knows the location of the harbor, knows that in 
coming in between the Brewsters and Point
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Allerton, this part of the harbor appears to be the natural “bottom of the bay.” He added that it was
Standish and his party who had named Point Allerton (now Hull) and the Brewster Islands, and noted
that for litigation in 1650 involving Thompson Island, Myles Standish had made a declaration that he had
been “upon the Island lying neere Dorchester.” For Adams, this was further confirmation that Standish
had, indeed, arrived at Quincy Bay on September 29 [New Style], sailed early the next morning from
Thompson Island across to the Squantum peninsula where he disembarked, as described in Mourt’s.
The Hon. Mr. Adams concluded his remarks by paying a high tribute to Squanto, in whose honor the
Squantum peninsula was named and who, “did more than anyone else to save the colony at Plymouth
from starvation during the second winter.” After his remarks, Adams placed a copper box in its
receptacle. The cornerstone of the cairn was set in place and the copper box, containing historical
documents and newspapers, was placed in the cornerstone. From a large pile of beach stones,
participants were encouraged to contribute a stone and set it in place. Secured by the masons, the
cairn was built on the spot, a single tablet memorializing the event, using New Style for the date:

Capt. Myles Standish, with his men,
guided by the Indian Squanto, landed here

Sept. 30, 1621.
This memorial is erected by the

Daughters of the Revolution, Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Quincy Historical and Bostonia Societies.

Sept. 30, 1895

Organizers of the dedication adjourned to the home of Mrs. Titus but not before stopping to quench
their thirst at the spring where Myles Standish was said to have quenched his thirst on that first
morning.
A newspaper story praised the “rare wisdom shown by the promoters of the Myles
Standish Monument in selecting as the design a cairn of natural beach boulders, for
thereby they have insured the lasting qualities of the monument.” There was confidence that the 
stones, seeming to be “part of the past” and to hold “a secret 
not to be carelessly told,” would not be “overthrown or
disturbed.”
Sadly, that wasn’t the case. Multiple old images show
changes 
and repairs to the rocks and inscribed tablet. In May 1925, 
Quincy’s newspaper, the Patriot Ledger, was reporting that 
the bronze tablet – perhaps a replacement for the original 
polished granite tablet – that had been removed several 
years earlier for repairs, had been lost. A generation later, 
the historic spot on the knoll overlooking the sparkling
waters 
of Old Dorchester Bay and Quincy Bay was selected by the 
U.S. Army as a Nike installation site. Project Nike, named 
for the Greek goddess of victory, was a Cold War Era 
anti-aircraft missile system. Installations, requiring several 
parcels of land to accommodate the radar and launching 
systems, were situated to protect strategic coastal areas, 
Greater Boston among them. The Standish cairn today.



Name Passenger(s)

Joanne Pratt Warren, Rogers

Cheryl Crossley-Simmons Warren

Catherine Valcourt-Pearce Warren

Carla Ashton-Cohen Hurst, Chilton

Clifton Slade Hopkins

Wanda Eaton Azevedo Mullins

Melene Allen Donovan Brewster

Janet Rowe Howland

Emily Graves Autori Brown

Cynthia Kelly Souza Rogers

Blair Staman Wentworth S. Fuller

Mary Telles Warren

David Holway Brewster

Ann Hollinsworth White

Andrew Herendeen Eaton

Sara Hanlon Soule

Lisa Stefanoni Johnson Chilton

William Babcock Chilton

Michael Hanlon III Soule

Barry Savary Doty

Paula Keene Pierce P. Mullins

Leslie Shepard Clark Hopkins

Beverly Schulz Brewster, Rogers

Linda Heald Priest, Allerton

Carol Ofria Moylan Hopkins

Robert Trezise R. Allerton

Nancy Edmonds Paull Alden

Kim Barrows Rogers

Stephen McClane Brewster, Mullins

Karen Harriman Nunan P. Mullins

During the summer of 1954, the Myles Standish cairn was dismantled and relocated to accommodate
the military installation (one wonders if Myles Standish the soldier would have approved). The original
stones and fencing were used to rebuild the cairn 600 feet from its original site on its current site. In
the fall of 1957, the top section of the cairn was vandalized, and the copper box of mementos sealed
inside was stolen. In need of additional repair in 1974, a Quincy stone mason refurbished the cairn,
resetting more than 125 stones.
Though not immune to the disturbances that voices of the day had hoped would protect it, the Myles
Standish cairn has survived on the promontory, an unexpected tribute to a Pilgrim whose presence is
more palpably felt in Duxbury. Originally ten-feet tall, the cairn is now several feet shorter. The fencing
around the cairn has been removed and the inscribed tablet has deteriorated to near illegibility. But like 
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The Standish cairn on its original site, c. 1920. Hand-colored
lantern slide by Harry C. Whorf.

the small marker identifying the sacred Moswetuset Hummock,
the cairn is a reminder of the significant cultural sites, tucked
away across the ancient landscape and in our neighborhoods,
waiting to be rediscovered.
The 17-acre Squaw Rock Park, originally part of Boston, 
was sold to Quincy in 1971. The park was dedicated in 1976. 
It is located on Moon Island Road, off Dorchester Street.
Moswetuset Hummock, with an easy woodland trail and 
spectacular views, is located on E. Squantum Street. 
It was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1970.
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Proposed Changes to the
MSMD Bylaws

To be voted on at the Annual Meeting on April 12th, 2025.



BOWMAN ($1,000+)
Ann & Don Hare
A Diehl Jenkins
Lea Sinclair Filson IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
BENEFACTOR ($500 and Above)
Bruce R. Bistrian IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Jason Brass
Deborah Brownell
Arthur C. Hodges
James K. & Rita A. Hunt
Sarah & Mark Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Raimund Vanderweil, Jr.
William H. White
Mary A. (Alexander) Wilhelm IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
The Rev’d Robert Windsor
PATRON ($250-$499)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Lee Ashcraft
Julie Parker Baughan IMO Allan Brooks Parker III
Chip & Bobbi Benson IMO Robert & Anna Lane
Bruce Bistrian
Doug Chamberlain
Robert & Diane Chamberlain
Michael P. Deignan IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Edgar Hoak
Lisa (Stefanoni) Johnson
William J. Kalinowski IMO Alfred Turner & Theresa Kalinowski
K. Prescott Low
David B. Peck
Johanna C. Rakauskas
Melanie Sides IMO William Bradford Sides & Hattie Bradford
Sides
Peter C. Steingraber
Kemp C. Stickney
David Martin Trebing
Margaret Morang Wonser IMO E. Nathaniel Morang, her father
Walter Zagrobski IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
SUPPORTERS ($101-$249)
David Aylmer
Joan L Bogert
Christopher Challender Child IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Shirley Thomas Denison IMO Peter Bradley Denison
Linda B Foote IMO Bernice Samson Rice
Randal S. Gardner
Todd K. & Juliana K. Hassett
Nancy Hughes IMO Walter Morton Howland
Mrs. Deborah G. Klotz
Jenny Laughlin
G Webber Lewis IMO Natalie Putnam Lewis
Daniel & Amy McGuiggan IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Robert C. Meier IMO Gwendolyn Higgins Meier
George & Virginia Parker
Anne M. Peirce IMO John McCusker
Richard Pickering IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Donna Hersey Sandin
David K. Small
Patience H. White IHO John Warren White

DONOR ($1-$100)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous IMO Merle Arriola
Anonymous
Anonymous
Pricilla Anderson
Peggy & James Baker
Blaine Barham IHO Dorothy Beatrice Shepherd Barham
Josephine & William Bero
Edith & Warren Bridges IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Janet L. Burkart
Michael P. Burns IMO Gerald W. Burns
Daniel Campbell-Benson
Maureen Clayton IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Lilly Cleveland
Dean Forrester Cobos IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Joan A. Colbert
Dianne Cronin IMO Howard Haines Murphy
Frederick Cullen
Joy Cullen
Donna Curtin
Donna D. Curtin
Karen & Robert Dow IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio Barbara
Eastmen Durst
Andrew W Edmonds, Jr.
Richard S. Gilmore
David J. A. Grim
Robert E. Hanold
Anne Hayden
Judith Hiller
Elizabeth P. Hollister
Barbara Klein
Pamela Lingel
Christopher J. Morton IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Frank O’Brien
Saundra O’Malley IMO Hazel Potter
Teresa Owens
Emily Pietras IMO My Pilgrim Ancestors
Roseann Pratt IMO Gordon A. Pratt
Michael Proctor IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Paul R. Provost
Mary Lou Ripley/From the Kids IMO Dr. George L. Whiting MD
Elizabeth B. Robinson IMO Powell Robinson, Jr
Carol S. Sakata
Stephen C. Sargent
Robert B. Severy IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Gene & Marguerite Shreve
Edward Bradford Smith
Neil D. Stenton
Dianne Sterling
David Stockbridge
Norman Straffin IMO Margaret Straffin
Jeanne Swiszcz
Christine Tissot IMO Virginia "Ginny" Mucciaccio
Nancy C. Waite
Robert P. Wildes, Jr. IMO Robert P. & Agnes N. Wildes
Charlotte A. Woodworth

Donations



If your children or grandchildren are graduating from high school this
year, and are planning to further their education, MSMD has

scholarships! 
We offer A Sears scholarship whose amount varies depending on

investments, two $1500 awards available to members of the
Wampanoag tribe, and MSMD’s scholarship of $1620 per year for 4

years. 
Please go to our new website which will tell you what to do to

apply. Be sure to meet your application deadlines.

MSMD Calendar - 2025

Member Meetings
12 April 2025 (Annual Meeting)

12 July 2025 (Peregrination Day)
8 November 2025 (Compact Day)

Quarterly Board Meetings
11 March 2025
 10 June 2025

 16 September 2025
9 December 2025

Compact Publication Dates
Spring Issue (Receive by March 15)
Summer Issue (Receive by June 15)
Fall Issue (Receive by October 15)

Junior Compact Dates
Spring Issue (Receive by May 15)

Fall Issue (Receive by November 1)

MSMD Updates
Junior Scholarship Information



Name Passenger

Meredith Adams Chilton

Elaine Kollett Hall White

William Smith Cooke

Douglas Cone E. Fuller

Howard Kalter Bradford

John Heath Howland

Patricia Mills Bradford

Stephen Wentworth Soule

David Stockbridge Hopkins

Dan Dudley E. Fuller

Katelyn McCann Alden

Lisa Harmon McCann Alden

Alyssa McCann
Stenquist Alden

Steven Sawyer Bradford

Robert Crawford, Jr. Howland

Laurie Hubble-Brown Hopkins

Charles Carter White

Sheldon Davis Maysles Hopkins

Aidan Cherry Cooke

Jameson Cherry Cooke

Owen Cherry Cooke

N. Fairey Brewster

Ivy Gove Cooke

Reed Gove Cooke

Deborah Oliver
Townsend Brewster

Christine Gilchrist Tuttle Mullins

Jared Whittemore Hopkins

Name Passenger

Paul Rees Brewster

Loren Rees Brewster

Geoffrey Rees Brewster

Jean Chevie Alden

Neal Smith Warren

Name Passenger

Sol Cutchins Allerton

Ruth Smith Hopkins

Name Passenger

Paige Bell Cooke

Welcome New Members! 

Welcome to Our New Members that
Transferred to Massachusetts from Another

Society.

Welcome New Dual Members!

Welcome New Junior Member!



In Memoriam
John Wilson McCusker, 57 Year Member

Evelyn J. (O’Leary) McGuirk, age 91, 35 Year
Member

Mary (Hocker) McIlwain, age 92, 21 Year Member
Robert Eastman McKay, 24 Year Member

Janice Felch (Weeks) Nordstrom, 4 Year Member
Carol Jean (Welch) Perlman, age 93, 38 Year

Member
Thomas Franks Prince, Jr., 5 Year Member

Ann Junine (Johnson) Rathkamp, age 96, 3 Year
Member

Charles Nickerson “Charlie” Rogers, 38 Year
Member

Lois Elizabeth (Gill) Sargent, age 94, 59 Year
Member

Kenneth Albert “Ken” “Kenni” Scribner, 7 Year
Member

Myrna Frances (Eaton) Simonson, 32 Year Member
Roger L. Snow, MD, 30 Year Member

Lucinda (Waite) Stockwell, 39 Year Member
William Sampson “Bill” Stout, age 97, 63 Year

Member
Daniel Grant “Dan” Tear, age 98, 17 Year Member
Theodore Crannell “Theo”Tracy, 51 Year Member
Carol Loyola (Farber) Unsworth, age 94, 20 Year

Member
Douglas Harrington “Doug” Ward, 59 Year Member

John Hayes Welch II, 50 Year Member
Suzanne (Sharples) Withers, age 94, 22 Year

Member

Donald Guy Armstrong, 3 Year Member
Joyce Evans (Cook) Barry, age 93, 42 Year Member
Josephine “Jody” (Swan) Blagden, age 94, 72 Year

Member
Walter Russell Blankenship, 30 Year Member

Dorothy “Dottie” (Ballard) Buehler, age 92, 35 Year
Member

Robert F. Bunker, 27 Year Member
 Joan (Piollet) Burroughs, age 100, 50 Year Member

Mary (Standish) Davis, 52 Year Member
David Patrick Deignan, Jr., 6 Year Member
Burrell Bancroft Denune, 54 Year Member

Joyce Evans (Cook) Barry, age 93, 42 Year Member
Ann Agusta “Gustie” Gallant, 32 Year Member

Mary Ellen Grogan, 12 Year Member
Carol Ann (Stubbs) Hale, 43 Year Member

Harold “Ralph” Haley, 34 Year Member
Elliott W. Hawkes, III, 26 Year Member

Elliott W. “Bud” Hawkes, Jr., age 92, 29 Year Member
Rose-Marie (Delgrego) Hobbs, 29 Year Member

Janice Lucy (Powe) Holmes, age 95, 15 Year Member
Lois Jean (Ramsey) Johnson, age 94, 31 Year

Member
Barbara Ann (Curtis) Johnson, age 92, 12 Year

Member
Merrie Grace (Weiner) Kaye, 23 Year Member

Reverend James R. “Jim” Kelley, Sr., age 90, 19 Year
Member

Susan Ellen (Farrar) LaFord, 26 Year Member
Carolyn “Callie” (Joy) Lawrence, age 103, 52 Year

Member
David Carl “Dave” Maier, 38 Year Member

Barbara Lee “Bobbie” (Case) Martin, age 90, 5 Year
Member




