
Dear Cousins: 
Let’s continue to go forward with the past. 
 This phrase was coined by the late 
Robert Beals of the Middleborough His-
torical Association and a member of 
MSMD. Permission to use it was granted 
to us by Mrs. Gladys Beals through our 
wonderful volunteer and new board mem-
ber, Cynthia Bailey Brown. I believe we 
should adopt this phrase as our guiding 
philosophy. 
 As we approach the year end, I want to 
emphasize yet again our ongoing financial 
condition and what steps we are taking to 
deal with it. Regretfully, we have suffered 
an overall decline in new members and supplementals of 
nearly 30% as compared with last year’s numbers. For the 
very first time in the history of this organization, we are 
printing our current financial condition elsewhere in The 
Compact. I believe that honesty and transparency by our 
leadership team are essential ingredients of good governance. 
 The General Society voted to increase its fees charged to 
state societies starting 1 January 2009. See the related story 
below. Effective the same day, your Board of Assistants 
voted the following fee increases: Annual dues $60, applica-
tions $200, and supplementals $150. Therefore, I urge you to 
search your family trees and recruit as many new members as 
possible by the January deadlines. In addition, a reminder to 
promptly respond to our annual appeal letter and annual dues 
notice. As always, please consider a generous bequest to the 
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants. For more 

information, please contact me at 781-214-
9236. 
    Your Board is taking further steps to ad-
dress management issues of a short and long-
term nature. We cannot survive if we remain 
solely a “social” or “prestige” organization in 
the 21st century. We must update our man-
agement practices. During the remainder of 
my term as your governor, I shall be asking 
the Board to review our governance: board 
development, retreat facilitation, fiduciary 
oversight; strategic management: strategic 
positioning, strategic planning; revenue gen-
eration: revenue status analysis, fundraising 
strategy development, and profit-making ac-

tivities. Other possible topics for review include organiza-
tional development, administration, finance, human resources 
management, marketing, and public relations. Still another 
initiative will be a year end meeting with our liaison officers 
at the philanthropic division of the Bank of America to re-
view emerging opportunities for our endowment. Our Board 
is now exploring other possible options to put our financial 
house in order. 
 In conclusion, thank you for your support and I wish you 
and your families a wonderful holiday season and I look for-
ward to greeting you at our Compact Day luncheon described 
in detail elsewhere in this publication. 
 
Cordially, 
Wigmore A. Pierson 
Governor 
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 The two-day business meeting had its usual 
reports from the officers and states. Several 
times Mass. senior member John Talcott of 
Plymouth was announced with great fanfare. 
Joining at the tender age of 99, he was repre-
senting Mass. as a delegate at age 100. There 
were lively debates around the nominations 
including one successful bid from the floor. 
Judy Swan, a member in Ca., was elected to a 
three-year term as Governor General. We wel-
come her and look forward to working with 
her. 

Triennial Congress in Plymouth 
 The major issue to affect all states is an in-
crease in fees. A survey was conducted of the 
costs associated with the processing of each 
paper. The survey found that GSMD spends 
$72 on average to complete an application’s 
review. There was much informative debate 
over this subject. The Congress passed an in-
crease from $30 to $75 for each application 
and supplemental that is reviewed by GSMD. 
The new rate will apply to any application 
postmarked after 1 January 2009. Mass. delegate John Talcott 

of Plymouth, age 100. 
Courtesy of Alice Teal 



— New Members (as of 30 Sept. 2008) — 
Descendants of John Alden 

Gerald F. Dearborn Acton, Mass. 
Robert M. French Bedford, Mass. 
Abigail R. Jenkins Midlothian, Va. 
Hannah G. Jenkins Midlothian, Va. 
Parker E. Jenkins Midlothian, Va. 
Robert W. Nelson Pocasset, Mass. 
Scott M. Vecchi Plymouth, Mass. 

Descendants of William Brewster 
Lori G. Rohleder Hingham, Mass. 
Niklaus A. Sykes Alpharetta, Ga. 
Virginia D. Sykes Alpharetta, Ga. 

Descendants of James Chilton 
Alan S. Johnson Morristown, N.J. 
Arthur O. Shirk Malden, Mass. 

Descendants of Francis Cooke 
Lisa C. Jason Dover, Mass. 
Richard D. Lynds Leicester, Mass. 
Deborah K. Nowers Wales, Mass. 

Descendants of Stephen Hopkins 
Charles W. Dolliver Jr. South Hamilton, Mass. 
Charles W. Dolliver III Magnolia, Ark. 
Michael T. Dolliver South Hamilton, Mass. 
Helen Falardeau Baldwinsville, N.Y. 
Janice L. Holmes Enfield, Conn. 
Susan M. Messere Charlestown, Mass. 

Descendants of John Howland 
Susannah B. Bristol New York, N.Y. 
David G. Fillio Newton, N.H. 
Patricia E. Fillio Newton, N.H. 
Julia Sia Medway, Mass. 

Descendants of Degory Priest 
Martha J. Day West Yarmouth, Mass. 
Thomas W. Macy III Acton, Mass. 
Virginia A. Macy West Roxbury, Mass. 

Descendants of Thomas Rogers 
David E. Chase Marstons Mills, Mass. 

Descendants of George Soule 
Courtney K. Soule Westwood, Mass. 
James E. Soule Fall River, Mass. 
Katherine W. Soule Westwood, Mass. 
Robert G. Soule Westwood, Mass. 
Zachary A. Soule Westwood, Mass. 

Descendants of Myles Standish 
Lisa M. Berard Boston, Mass. 
Kaitlyn M. Miller Atlanta, Ga. 

Descendants of Richard Warren 
Neil W. Baker Weymouth, Mass. 
Carol A. S. Carpentier Lowell, Mass. 
Linda M. Cento Norwood, Mass. 
Robert W. Mirick Danvers, Mass. 
Allen B. Parker III Weston, Mass. 
Diane L. Simoni Norwood, Mass. 
Stephanie E. Simoni Norwood, Mass. 
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Peter M. Watson Sterling, Mass. 
Descendants of William White 

Benjamin G. Davis Hudson, Mass. 
Cheryl L. Davis Hudson, Mass. 
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into the laps of the individual state societies. Robert Bart-
lett, Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants’ 
Elder, was on the Plymouth Committee established by pri-
vate interests in the town. Bartlett and the Committee 
asked for $10,000 from the Massachusetts Society, but the 
Board of Assistants, besides not having that amount of 
money to give, felt it also had an obligation to support the 
General Society’s Five Generation Project established in 
1960 to publish authoritative books on the first five gen-
erations of Mayflower descendants. Massachusetts finally 
donated $500 to the General Society and $1,500 to the Ply-
mouth Committee. The Committee then turned to federal 
and state assistance matched by private funds. Plans in-
cluded the purchase of land for a Mayflower Park in Ply-
mouth to begin “the decade of rededication.” In the end, 
the anniversary of the landing of the Pilgrims was a local 
event, neither approaching the national recognition of the 
Tercentenary, nor the media excitement of the sailing of 
Mayflower II. 
 Until the house at 9 Walnut Street was sold in 1967, so-
cial events continued very much in the same form as in the 
Fifties. The May meeting at the house, traditionally a 
“garden party,” was changed in 1961 to a “new member” 
party, Governor Eugene Carver noted that in his time they 
had never gone out into the garden and he would person-
ally rather not show it to anyone. Among the topics of 
monthly meetings were: “Pilgrim Houses of Plimoth Plan-
tation,” “Herbs and Medicines of the Pilgrims,” “Old 
Books of the Pilgrims” (given by John E. Alden of the rare 
book department of the Boston Public Library), and 
“Boston Illustrated 1670-1775.” A series of these lectures 
was given by staff members of the Museum of Fine Arts 
and another by the Boston Public Library. 
 In the early years of the decade, the Annual and Com-
pact Day meetings were held at the Harvard or Union 
Clubs. In 1964 the Compact Day dinner became a feature 
at the Boston Museum of Science for four years. Members 
of other patriotic and hereditary societies, such as Colonial 
Wars, Founders and Patriots, and Colonial Dames, were 
invited to join Massachusetts Society of Mayflower De-
scendants at the Compact Day meetings. 
 At the Peregrination to Plymouth, catered for the first 
time in 1961, attendance continued to be high. After sev-
eral years at the Plimoth Plantation, the luncheons were 
returned to the Mayflower House, but the Plantation was 
open to members. In 1965 members helped fasten the sills 
and frames for the Alden, Cooke and Soule houses at the 
Plantation. 

 The Society’s house at 9 Walnut Street was increasingly 
feeling its age and the neighborhood was badly deteriorat-
ing. The first thought of moving came in 1961 when the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society (NEHGS) 
was forced from its Ashburton Place location because of 
the construction of a government building. Stephen Thrall, 
chairman of the House Committee, was asked to take up 
the matter of joint occupancy with NEHGS in their new 
location. The treasurer of NEHGS was Frederick Kimball, 
also a Mayflower Society member. However, because of 
the lack of space in the new NEHGS location at 101 New-
bury Street, the matter was not developed at that time. 
 In 1966 when the custodians of the house moved out 
without notice, the matter was brought to a head. Discus-
sions included selling while real estate values were high or 
combining with other organizations to renovate. Architects 
from Plimoth Plantation were invited to make a survey of 
the house, and it was found that $50,000 would be needed 
to renovate the building. An offer from the First Corps of 
Cadets, which had recently purchased their building at 227 
Commonwealth Avenue, of the third floor plus a meeting 
room in their facilities, turned the tide in favor of renting 
instead of buying a new property. On November 14, 1967, 
9 Walnut Street was sold for $60,000, just about double its 
purchase price 40 years before, leased space for five years 
at 227 Commonwealth Avenue. 
 Needless to say, after forty years in one place, moving 
from a five-story house to a little over one floor caused a 
great upheaval. Most of the valuable items of furniture 
were moved and eventually were loaned to the General 
Society’s Mayflower House in Plymouth, but a significant 
amount of valuable china, books, archives, and miscel-
lanea were put into “temporary” storage. 
 Between the 300th anniversary of the landing of the Pil-
grims in 1920 and the 350th anniversary in 1970, America 
had changed considerably. Whereas the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts had funded the 1920 program and ap-
pointed a special commission for its planning, in 1970 
even the town of Plymouth could not be coaxed into 
monetary support for a “private” celebration. The popula-
tion of Plymouth had changed dramatically and descen-
dants of the Pilgrims were now outnumbered by descen-
dants of later immigrants. While the town selectmen did 
vote an appropriation, it was canceled by a referendum 
vote, and the entire fund-raising burden was placed on the 
private sector despite the town’s close reliance on the tour-
ist trade. 
 The General Society decreed that it had no funds at all, 
throwing the responsibility for celebrating the anniversary 

History of the Massachusetts Society, 1960-1969 
by Alicia Crane Williams 
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In Memoriam 
 

We report with sorrow the deaths of the following members, but rejoice in the faith of 
our ancestors that they are safe in the eternal love of God. 

 

 

Giving to the Massachusetts Society 
(cut/copy and mail in coupon) 

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants 
150 Wood Rd Ste 103 
Braintree MA 02184-2511 
 
 ____ Send information on including the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants in my will. 
 
 ____ I have already included the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants in my will. 
 
 ____ Send information on a Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants Charitable Gift Annuity. 
 
 Name: _______________________________________ 
 
 Add.: ___________________________________ Town: ________________  State:    ____ Zip:  _______________ 
 
 Phone: ______________________________________ Email: _________________________________________ 

Mary Standish Fuller 
Charles W. Hubbard III 
Ethel Woods Ledegang 

(101 years old) 
(mother of past Gov. Mucciaccio) 

Doris L. Low 
Mary Jane E. McArthur 

(Board of Assts., 1991-1992) 
Franklin R. Mullaly 

Richard C. Nickerson 

Frank R. Simmons 
Harriot D. Urban 
Harry L. Walen 

(Governor, 1985-1988) 

 Harry Leonard Walen died Friday, 22 August 2008, at his home in Exeter, N.H., at 
the age of 93. Harry grew up in Newton, attending Newton schools, continuing his 
education at Harvard University, where he graduated cum laude, and taking his MA 
there in 1942. He had a long and distinguished career as teacher, principal, and 
school administrator. 
 Genealogy was one of Harry’s passions, belonging not only to Massachusetts 
Mayflower, but to the Sons of the American Revolution, Pilgrim John Howland So-
ciety (President Emeritus), National Gavel Society, Mass. Huguenot Society, De-
scendants of Colonial Clergy, Descendants of Colonial Wars, Order of Crown of 
Charlemagne, and several more. He also served as Deputy Governor General to the 
General Society of Mayflower Descendants. 
 Harry was predeceased by his wife of 67 years, Elizabeth Benson Walen, and his 
sons and their wives, H. Benson of Rindge, N.H., Kimball of Kingston, N.H., and 
Robert of Amherst, N.H. Additionally, six grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren, 
and one brother, Roger, of Marion, Mass. 

Harry L. Walen, 1915—2008 
Mass. Governor, 1985—1988 

Courtesy of Gail Ann Adams 
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by Amanda Galbraith 
 Growing up in a family proud of their Native American heri-
tage, I have experienced many special memories such as, attend-
ing gatherings and events that have helped exemplify how spe-
cial and unique my Native American Culture is. My grand-
mother was always the most fascinating person in my life, as she 
always instilled upon me how special it is to be a part of the 
Wampanoag tribe and how rich our history and culture is. My 
grandmother has always taught me to be proud of who I am and 
to always remember our family history. 
 From a young age, my grandmother has taught me about my 
heritage. She would take my brother and me to Native American 
events and gatherings, where I witnessed firsthand how distinc-
tive and rich our culture really is. One of the first experiences I 
remember is from a gathering at the Children’s Museum in Bos-
ton. The best part of this whole experience was listening to men 
beat on drums and how I got to dance with all of the other proud 
people that came out for this event. This was one of my first and 
most treasured memories that I associate with my Native Ameri-
can Culture. 
 When I was a little bit older, my family took me to Gay Head 
in Martha’s Vineyard, where many members of my tribe lived. 
Meeting all the people down there was incredible. I was intro-
duced to numerous aunts, uncles, and cousins. I couldn’t even 
remember all of their names the first time that I was introduced 
to them because I was so overwhelmed. While visiting Martha’s 
Vineyard, my family and I all went to the clay cliffs in Gay 
Head to watch the sunset. Words can’t do justice for the beauty 
of what I saw that day, but from that moment on, I felt proud to 
know where my family came from. I am so fortunate to be part 
of a tribe so rich in family values and culture. 
 When I think about my Native American background, those 
are some of the fondest experiences that I will always remember 
and tell others about. With so many great experiences and 
memories associated with my Native American culture, I believe 
I am truly blessed and I cannot wait to share these memories and 
make new ones with future generations of my family. 

[Ed.— Amanda is studying radiation therapy at the Massachu-
setts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, Boston, Mass.] 

by Robert A. Maxim II 
 Among the many opportunities that college affords a young 
person, one of the most exciting is the opportunity to meet many 
new peers from a variety of unique backgrounds. Among my new 
friends I have become friends with people from Hong Kong, In-
dia, the United Kingdom, Kenya, many states from across our 
own nation, and many other nations spanning six continents. 
Many of them have shared the stories of their heritage, having 
been raised as a member of the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe. 
 Often, my friends ask me whether I live on a reservation. I 
explain to them that our tribe’s lands were not kept in trust by 
the federal government, but that my family lives on land that 
was the historical home of the Wampanoag. I tell my friends the 
history of our tribe’s quest for federal recognition; that my fa-
ther helped lead the efforts in a thirty year journey that would 
test, and strengthen, the bonds of our tribe’s community. My 
friends generally find it difficult to understand that it took the 
federal government nearly four hundred years after the landing 
of the Mayflower on our ancestral shores to officially recognize 
our tribe since the account of the people of the Mayflower and 
the Wampanoag is one well known even to friends from around 
the globe. I convey to my friends the importance of federal rec-
ognition in maintaining our tribe’s viability in the 21st century, 
whether it is through the ability of the tribe to maintain quasi-
sovereign territory, or the provision of healthcare and housing, 
so that members of our tribe need not be forced off of their an-
cestral lands, or the strengthening of cultural and education pro-
grams to sustain language and history. It is a story that never 
fails to impress the listener as to the resilience of our tribe in 
times of adversity, and the ability of our tribe to survive, adapt, 
and thrive as the centuries pass. 
 I am also proud to tell my friends about the important roles 
my father and other relatives have taken within the tribe. My 
father was the Vice President of the Tribal Council during the 
1970s, when the tribe first began its bid toward recognition. My 
father is a strong conservationist, hunter, and fisherman, and 
works to preserve the South Cape Beach and Mashpee River 
corridor. My uncle preserved within the legal system my tribe’s 
aboriginal fishing rights. These two men have been important 
influences on my life. They have encouraged me to pursue my 
interest of an education in international affairs, economics, and 
politics within our nation’s capitol. At the same time, however, 
they stand as symbols that I should not forget where I came 
from, lest I lose sight of where I am headed. Though I hope to 
accomplish successful college and professional careers in Wash-
ington, DC and abroad, they remind me it is important that I 
make a lasting contribution to my tribe as well, so that I may 
continue the work of previous generations, and instill the pride 
of our heritage and culture in my own children. 
 When I tell the story of my Native American heritage, I find I 
have reformed many of the stereotypes my friends have previ-
ously held. The story of my heritage serves not only as a beacon 
to guide myself, but as a channel by which those around me may 
better understand the many diverse groups of people indigenous 
to America. 
[Ed.— Robert is studying International economics and political 
science at George Washington University, Washington, D.C.] 

MY NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE 

Join the Mass. Mayflower Society at the 
New England Regional Genealogical Conference 

in Manchester, N.H., 22-26 April 2009 
 MSMD is a supporting member of this New England group. 
We are sponsoring Scott Andrew Bartley speaking on “How to 
Organize and Preserve Your Genealogical Papers” that Friday. 
Stop by our exhibitor booth to say hi. If you would like to volun-
teer some time in our booth or for our commitment to the confer-
ence, please call or email the office (see p. 2 for details). 
 We urge anyone with an interest in genealogy to sign up to 
attend the conference to hear one of 78 lectures and four work-
shops. Come join the fun. You can register for the conference at: 

www.nergc.org/2009 



 “Why don’t you go to the library of the Massachusetts May-
flower Descendants,” my friend urged, “they have a lot more ge-
nealogical information than that of the Pil-
grim fathers.” I hadn’t thought of this and 
even though I was sure I had one or two 
Mayflower ancestors, I wasn’t sure I could 
prove descent from them to the current stan-
dards of the Society. Meanwhile, having in-
herited an ancestor chart from my mother, I 
was busy trying to find my Brown ancestors 
back before the Revolution. Mom didn’t 
think this was likely, as grandfather had come 
from Maine where records were not always 
well kept and he had died young without 
passing along much vital information. 
 “Please,” another friend asked,” could 
you by any chance take me to the Braintree 
Logan Express?” “Yes, of course,” I said,” 
this will be a good time to visit the Massa-
chusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants 
headquarters on Wood Rd. in Braintree.” So 
it was that I was welcomed by the office 
staff that day. I was given much help and 
suggestions for further research by Historian 
Jay Lucas. When asked to look over my 
chart of names, he beamed and began bring-
ing “silver books” to my table. With his 
expertise, Jay was able to “read” the names 
off the end of my chart that went back only ten generations. 
Thus began my discovery of the ancestry behind such names as 
Deborah Morton, Elizabeth Rogers and others. 
 When I finally decided that joining the MSMD would be an 
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auspicious answer to my genealogical cravings, I was informed 
that I could “choose” only one passenger for the initial applica-

tion process! As the only name showing 
on my chart was that of John Howland, I 
chose him because I am his 10th genera-
tion descendant and therefore closer in 
generations if not in years. But now, what 
about all the others I descended from, all 
his friends and fellow travelers to a new 
and unknown land? I decided then and 
there to honor them all and to show my 
appreciation that their sacrifices and 
hardships were not in vain. Thus began 
my acquisition of formerly unknown Pil-
grim ancestors, otherwise known as 
“supplementals.” 
     Jay and I decided to work our way al-
phabetically from Alden to Warren. Not 
all the leads worked out; Bradford and 
Brewster needed the right Betsey Drink-
water. Now, my mother had known her 
great-grandmother who could have told 
her all about her grandmother, Betsey 
Drinkwater . . . etc. It’s true what they ad-
vise – ask the questions now while there’s 
someone around to answer them, or write 
down the answers now for your family! 
Well, I’ve just received my certificate for 

Henry Samson, so I’m nearing the end of my supplementals. 
     Perhaps you too can find supplemental lines in your charts 
and initiate a project of promoting each one to “First Place.”  

Cynthia Bailey Brown, Brockton, Mass. 

A Boatload of Mayflower Passengers 

Courtesy of Cynthia Bailey Brown 
Even a simple, handmade family chart (in this 
case, circular) can be helpful source material 
when done by one’s great-grandparent. Here at 
the center is Ephraim Tinkham, son-in-law of 
Peter Brown. 

MSMD Financial Statement 
INCOME    2007 31 Aug. 2008 Budget 2008 
Application fees 24,375 13,425 24,000 
Dues* 16,940 48,950 50,000 
Donations* 3,290 11,506 10,000 
Publications: 
  MD 14,247 6,725 11,000 
  Pamphlets 2,842 1,253 1,700 
  Middleboro VRs 140 40 0 
  Stoughton VRs 1,000 2176 0 
Sales merchandize 2,768 604 1,500 
Education 458 65 300 
Entertainment 8,827 8,790 8,000 
Scholarship 3,285 3,000 3,000 
Royalties 752 1,518 1,000 
Capital gains 12,000 15,000 12,000 
Miscellaneous 100 0 0 
Acct. adj. for dues*   39,770            0             0 
 130,794 113,052 122,500 
Draw endow. int.   78,000   52,000   78,000 
Total operating inc. 208,794 165,052 200,500 
Life fees to endow. 42,715 15,000 36,150 

EXPENSES    2007 31 Aug. 2008 Budget 2008 
Payroll (+taxes) 107,624 67,379 109,400 
GSMD Assessment 43,761 44,005 44,000 
Rent 23,227 15,516 24,000 
Office 12,433 5,690 12,500 
Publications: 
  MD 6,378 7,489 8,000 
  Pamphlets 1,401 502 1,000 
  Stoughton VR 0 3,160 0 
  Compact 8,293 5,606 8,500 
Audit 9,416 11,062 9,500 
Entertainment 8,744 7,389 8,000 
Sales 3,957 0 1,000 
Library/Archives 3,147 2,812 2,800 
Scholarships 3,000 0 3,000 
Postage 2,394 1,426 2,500 
Travel 1,761 140 200 
Education 1,428 998 750 
Insurance 897 1,085 350 
Miscellaneous     4,158        508     1,150 
Total expense 242,019 174,767 236,650 
Money to endow. 0 7,800 0 
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Compact Day Meeting Notice 
 
Please have your reservation into the office by Monday, November 10, 2008. 
 
Mail to the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants, 150 Wood Rd Ste 103, Braintree MA 02184-2511. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 
 
Town: _______________________________ State: _____ 
 
Ancestor(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guest(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____ Adult Salmon meals @ $30 ____.00 
 
 ____ Adult Beef meals @ $30 ____.00 
 
 ____ Children’s meals @ $15 ____.00 

   ═══ 
  Total of check (payable to MSMD) $ ____.00 

Arrive for the Cash Bar 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Lunch 
starts at 12:30 p.m. 
Minestrone soup 

Salmon filet with tangerine marinade 
or 

Roast Prime Rib of Beef 
Mashed potatoes and honey-glazed carrots 

Cookies and ice cream pie 
Beverages 

for children 
Chicken Fingers, French fries, and ice cream 

 
Simple directions to 

Stoneforge Tavern, Raynham: 
 

From the south and north 
Take Rte. 24 to exit 13 
Exit for Rte. 44 East 

Go through the traffic light and 
take the next right onto Paramount Drive 

The restaurant is at: 
90 Paramount Drive 
Raynham MA 02767 

 

COMPACT DAY SPEAKER 
 Linda Abrams is in her 50th year working for Uncle 
Sam, in one capacity or another. First came her active 
duty with the U.S. Air Force followed by 35 years 
with the U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs. Now she is an 
Independent Contractor for the Dept. of the Army as a 
Forensic Genealogist. 
 As a result of her research of families to locate the 
next-of-kin and a family member in the same maternal 
line for the purpose of identifying remains through 
DNA, over 1200 soldiers, found on the battlefields of 
WW II, Korea, and Viet Nam in the last 20 years, 
have been identified and returned to their families for 
proper burial. Her current cases also include the diffi-

cult research of the families of eight Confederate sol-
diers discovered five years ago when the C.S.S. Hunley, 
a Confederate submarine lost in Charleston SC in 1864, 
was raised and opened. 
 Almost all of her research for families of American 
soldiers is done at her computer using various sources 
on the Internet and making many telephone calls. The 
Hunley research also involves trips to European Ar-
chives as four of the eight Confederate soldiers were 
foreign-born. 
 Although Linda receives many invitations to share 
her stories, she accepts very few, but is pleased to come 
to the Mayflower Society as her ancestors were also in 
Massachusetts in the 17th century. You will enjoy hear-
ing her talk “What is Forensic Genealogy?”  

JOIN US FOR COMPACT DAY 
ON SATURDAY, 15 NOVEMBER, AT THE 

STONEFORGE TAVERN & PUBLICK HOUSE, RAYNHAM 

Courtesy of Linda Abrams 
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