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Plymouth Rock: A “History Mystery”
by Peggy Baker

E ] One documented fact — there are no
17" century references to the Pilgrims
| landing on a rock.
o =2 We have two accounts of the 1620
|  arrival at Plymouth: William Bradford’s
] ~ history (written between 1630 and 1646)
= and an almost identical account in the
3B\ book known as Mourt’s Relation (1622).
| Bradford placed absolutely no signifi-
| cance on the “first footfall.” And, why
| should he? This was not the first landing
| on New England soil — the Pilgrims had
| earlier stepped onto the Cape and then
onto Clark’s Island in Plymouth Harbor.
Not until some 120 years after the
landing did the story of “The Rock” first
surface. James Thacher wrote in 1835
that a wharf was about to be built over
Plymouth Rock as it sat on the shoreline
in 1741. This greatly agitated 95-year-
old Thomas Faunce, who had been in
quires us to scrutinize them very care- the habit of taking his children and
fully. How long is the gap in time be- grandchildren to the Rock and telling
tween when the event happened and  This very early photograph from the 1850s shows the  them the story as his father had told it to
when it was recorded (the longer the bPottom half of Plymouth Rock (at the front) embedded in iy — that this Rock had “received the
time, the greater opportunity for the wharf. (Courtesy of Pilgrim Hall Museum) footsteps of our fathers on their first
change)? How dependable are the sources of the story? How arrival.” Faunce had himself carried from his home, three
specific are the details? miles away, down to the shore so that he could pay his last

A rock, enshrined in a portico, sits on
Plymouth’s waterfront. The story says
that the rock marks the landing point of
the Pilgrims. Millions have traveled to
see this rock. And millions have asked
“Is this REALLY where the Pilgrims
landed?”

The honest answer is “Maybe.”

In the world of history, there are
documented facts, there are legends, and | -
there is the vast territory in between I
called “oral tradition.” It is in this great '
middle-ground that the story of Ply-| =
mouth Rock falls. :

“Oral tradition” can provide signifi-
cant information about the past. It must |
be approached very cautiously, how- |
ever! Remember the old game of |
“Telephone™? ;

Oral traditions, experience proves,
inevitably mutate over time. This re-

Compact Day Speaker

Our guest speaker will be James W. Baker presenting
“The REAL History of This Traditional American Holi-
day” on 14 November where he will discusses his new
book (see cover at left) due out in September. He will
have copies for purchase and will autograph them.

Jim will discuss the long history behind this celebrated
holiday, mention at length the many myths that still sur-
round the holiday, and enlighten us about the facts of the
“first” Thanksgiving ... that was not in the year 1621!

This is likely to be a popular event enjoyed by all.
Please bring your family, your friends, and your
neighbors to learn more about the holiday. This event is
open to the general public. To see the details of the
meeting and to make reservations, please turn to page 7.
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— New Members (as of 1 Sept. 2009) —

Descendants of John Alden

Tyler Robert Chase Bridgewater, Mass.
Jane Ingraham (MacBarron) Goring Southborough, Mass.
Robert Bruce Kendall Virginia Beach, Va.

Beverly Ann (Frederick) Najjar

Christopher Cole Waggener Cocoa, Fla.
Teresa Yvonne (McCarthy) Waggener Cocoa, Fla.
William Cole Waggener IV Cocoa, Fla.

George Frederick Warren 111

Descendants of William Bradford
Alden Littlefield Hart Jr.
Aidan Carlisle Juhon Hodges
Joshua Dexter Holden
Mackenzie Ann Hooker
Janet Marie (Schermerhorn) Wyse-O’Neill

Descendants of William Brewster
Douglas Warren Drew
Barbara Lou (Eastman) Durst
Mikaela Rebecca Fleenor
Patricia Stillman (Pierce) Garre
Anne Marie (Zabierek) Martin
Charlotte Frances Ward

Descendants of Francis Cooke
Chester Warren Cook Jr.
Jeffrey Austin Northrup
Kathleen Linville Slade

Descendants of Edward Doty
Judith Elenore (Brown) Woodworth

Descendants of Stephen Hopkins
Warren Bridges Jr.
Barbara Newell Jones
Sheila Anne Segurson

Descendants of John Howland
Alice Sargent Hunter
Kathrin Jean (Phelan) Midgley

Descendants of William Mullins
Susan (Prescott) Brown

Descendants of Thomas Rogers
Joni Katherine Holbrook-Russo
Sheryl Ann (Smith) Romasco

Descendants of George Soule
Ernest Wilhelm Swenson II
Robert Roy Thomas

Descendants of Myles Standish
Douglas James Goodale

Geoffrey Myles Goodale Alexandria, Va.
Nathaniel Charles Goodale Northfield, Vt.
Ryan Geoffrey Goodale Alexandria, Va.

Descendants of John Tilley
Joseph Mattison IV
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C. Whitney Clayton Jr. Robert L. Webb Jr.

Tuckerman L. Dyer Alicia Crane Williams

Jamie Williams
Scott Andrew Bartley, The Compact Editor

All letters, submissions, and photographs to the editor should in-
clude a name and telephone number for verification.

The opinions and information contained in any of the letters to the
editor are strictly those of the writers and are not necessarily in any
way the opinions of the staff of The Compact or of the Massachu-
setts Society of Mayflower Descendants.

The fact that an article or letter appears in The Compact does not in
any way reflect that The Compact, its staff, or the Massachusetts
Society of Mayflower Descendants guarantees the historical accu-
racy of any information contained therein.

Descendants of Richard Warren
Lorraine Marion (Besse) Cunningham Cohasset, Mass.

Melene Nan (Allen) Donovan Plymouth, Mass.
Winfield Scott Harlow North Smithfield, R.1.
Scott Hengst Sumner Needham, Mass.
Julia Marriott Taylor Los Altos, Calif.
Lily Loring Taylor Los Altos, Calif.
Beth Ann (Austin) Williams Memphis, Tenn.
William Morton Woodason Foxboro, Mass.

Descendants of William White
Mark Anthony Spadea West Bridgewater, Mass.
Eloise Sandra (Peters) Szedlak Wellfleet, Mass.

FRANCIS P. SEARS SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Congratulations to our two scholarship winners this year.
They are Sarah M. Phillips of Attleboro who will be attend-

ing Tufts University and studying Education and Suzannah
M. Leiter of Woodstock, Vt., attending Williams College and
studying History and Political Science.
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Governor’s Message

The MSMD is truly fortunate to have as members, direc-
tors, and participants Jim and Peggy Baker. As the front page
highlights, Jim Baker will be our speaker at our Compact Day
meeting and he, as an eminent Pilgrim scholar and past cura-
tor of the Alden House, is extremely knowledgeable and also
very entertaining. Please join us on Compact Day to enjoy
Jim’s presentation.

Jim’s wife Peggy is the director of Pilgrim Hall and has
previously spoken at some of our gatherings, written articles
for us, and at our most recent Peregrination this Summer, led

Kids Call Peregrination Fun!

Peregrination: to travel — and as used by the Massachusetts
Society of Mayflower Descendants, it generally denotes a
summer meeting day when we as members travel with our
families, especially children and grandchildren, to Plymouth
and nearby environs. This year, we journeyed to the newly
renovated Pilgrim Hall for a guided tour and children’s treas-
ure hunt. I was lucky enough to have both my son and
daughter and their families visiting from California.

We arrived in tow with six adults and six grandchildren
aged 4 to 11 and one visiting child-friend of the same age
(six boys and one girl) to be greeted by Curator Peggy Baker
at a beautiful facility with plenty of easy, free parking. The
children were fascinated when Peggy invited us into the “by
appointment only” Library and Archives, put on a pair of
white cotton gloves and showed us some of the very old
books, including Geneva Bibles which surely came over in
the Mayflower. A brief Q&A session when the eldest grand-
child acquitted himself very well by knowing exactly how
many souls arrived on the ship (102). Then it was off to the
Treasure Hunt — for those with children. For the adults,
Peggy offered a brilliant tour of the museum, which I was
sorry to miss.

But, ah, the Treasure Hunt! Each of my grandchildren was
given an age-appropriate sheet and asked to find the items
illustrated or described. We all learned some interesting new
facts and saw some interesting artifacts. Personally, I was
disappointed that Mercy Otis Warren’s card table with its
needlepoint top was on loan to a traveling exhibition, Harbor
& Home (currently, until November 2™ it can be seen on
Nantucket I discovered). All too soon, this part of the pro-
gram ended. I hadn’t seen everything I wanted — and the chil-
dren were still working on their discoveries.

We descended to the basement gallery where there were
lots of treasures on display — and even some “hands on” arti-
facts that the children could touch. The programmed morn-
ing concluded with the moving video “One Small Candle”
which told the Pilgrim story from its beginnings in England,
through the years in Holland, the voyage to America and the
“first Thanksgiving.”

I asked each grandchild to tell me what he or she liked best
about the museum.

Ben (aged 11) “I loved the scale model of the Mayflower. I

members on a guided tour of the newly renovated Pilgrim
Hall Museum. Members (and anyone else interested in Pil-
grim history) should make Pilgrim Hall a mandatory visit
because this lovely facility is featuring a special exhibit on
Leiden, passenger artifacts, and many other fascinating bits of
history and trivia relating to our Pilgrim ancestry. We thank
Peggy for a very lively and informative tour and for every-
thing else she has done for us in the past. Please ensure that
you visit Pilgrim Hall in the future.

Voyages A.D. 500-1600 (New York, 1971), p. 296 (ca. 1525).

just wish it had been cut down the middle so that I could see
what it looked like inside since everything inside the original
ship was supposed to be in there.”

Chace (aged 9) “Everything!” (This said with great enthusi-
asm by the child who absolutely did not want to go because
he knew it would all be too boring.) He decided that he really
enjoyed the chance to make a rubbing of a replica of the Jo-
seph Bartlett fire back.

Owen (aged 9) “The beaver hat worn by my ancestor Con-
stance Hopkins! You could actually see that her sweat had
stained the hat. It was cool!”

Matt (aged 7) “That poster in the movie room.” (A magnifi-
cent visual representation of the 102 original Mayflower
passengers, arranged in family groupings, followed by a
graphic depiction of "the survivors" - those who made it to
the "first Thanksgiving." A wonderfully insightful rendering
that shows the true impact of the first winter and what the
loss of half the Mayflower passengers meant to this little
community — it’s for sale in the Gift Shop.) “It was sad. I'm
glad my ancestors were shown in black and so I’'m here.”
Willa (aged 7) “I liked it that things were all homemade. I
liked the cradles and all the things people had in their
houses.”

William (aged 4) “Swords!”

And, of course, there was the fabulous Gift Shop, enjoyed
and patronized by the whole family. Among our purchases:
books, a postcard of the Hopkins hat, the fabulous poster
which Matt liked, candies, and a colonial bingo game which
had much use the rest of the summer.

Judy Chace Needham
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respects to the Rock. A young boy
named Ephraim Spooner (thereafter a
highly respectable Deacon of the

Church and Justice on the Court of

Common Pleas) witnessed the event
and later described it to James
Thacher.

So we have a series of dates: 1620
landing, 1741 when Faunce told the
story, another date sometime between
1784 (when Thacher settled in Ply-
mouth) and 1818 (when Spooner
died) when Spooner told the story to

The Compact

(Plymouth Rock: A ““History Mystery”’—continued from p. 1)

An 1852 drawing of the Rock in its decorative fencing.
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bled the local Sons of Liberty to move
the Rock from the waterfront up to
Town Square, to sit beneath the Lib-
erty Pole. The first step was to raise
the Rock and mount it onto a wheeled
carriage. The Rock split in two! The
entire top half separated from the
base. The Sons of Liberty merrily
proclaimed this was an omen favoring
their cause and proceeded, using 20
yoke of oxen, to haul the top half of
the Rock to Town Square. The bottom
half remained embedded in the water-

At this point, the “1620” is painted on the Rock.

Thacher, and 1835 when Thacher 20"
(Courtesy of Pilgrim Hall Museum)

published the story.

The longest time span, between 1620 and 1741, is easily
bridged. Faunce’s father John arrived in Plymouth in 1623 on
the Anne. By about 1633, he married Patience
Morton; Thomas was born about 1647, the 5™ : "
of their 8 children. Not only did Faunce’s par- ¥
ents know almost all of the Pilgrims, he him-
self would have met many of them. And, when
Faunce told the story in 1741, although eld-
erly, he was neither at death’s door nor men-
tally incapacitated. He lived until 1746 and
served, until his death, as Ruling Elder of the -
Plymouth Church.

During the next “gap,” between 1741 and
1784/1818, Plymouth Rock was very active oyt
indeed! As tempers flared throughout the
American colonies in the early 1770s, Ply-
moutheans of the “Patriot persuasion” turned
to Plymouth Rock as a symbol of independ-
ence. After all, 150 years earlier, their Pilgrim

front in its original position, described
by James Thacher as “a few inches
above the surface of the earth, at the head of the wharf.”

The Rock’s “Patriotic” connections were recorded in the Penn-
sylvania Journal in 1775. The Declaration of
Independence had not yet been proclaimed but
hostilities had broken out between the Colonies
and England. A colonial ship, captained by Wil-
liam Coit, intercepted two ships sailing to sup-
ply the British forces in Boston and brought
them into Plymouth harbor. The Journal re-
ported that “Captain Coit (a humorous genius)
made the prisoners land upon the same rock our
ancestors first trod when they landed in Amer-
ica, where they gave three cheers, and wished
| success to American arms.”

While the base of the Rock remained on the
waterfront, the top half kept on moving. By
1834, Pilgrim Hall Museum had been built and
it seemed a more fitting place for the Rock top
to rest. Accordingly, on the 4™ of July, a home-
ancestors had geographically and religiously === town parade brought the Rock down Main/
separated from England — political separation The first canopy over Plymouth Rock d- Court Street to the front of the Hall. Local lore
seemed the final, logical and correct step! Ac- igned by Hammatt Billings, was finished in S8ys that, during the parade, the Rock was
cordingly, in 1774, Theophilus Cotton assem- 1867. (Courtesy of Pilgrim Hall Museum) ~ tipped out of its cart, breaking once again and

Giving to the Massachusetts Society

(cut/copy and mail in coupon)
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
150 Wood Rd Ste 103
Braintree MA 02184-2511

Send information on including the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants in my will.

I have already included the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants in my will.

Send information on a Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants Charitable Gift Annuity.
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(Plymouth Rock: A ““History Mystery”’—continued from p. 5)

with more pieces being lost. The
following year, the Rock was en-
closed in an iron fence for addi-
tional protection from souvenir-|
seeking visitors.

Meanwhile, the lower part of the
Rock remained embedded in a wharf
on Plymouth’s waterfront. The Pil-
grim Society, over time, bought the
wharf and covered the Rock base
with a Classical-inspired canopy.

In 1880, the Society reunited the
top half of the Rock (then in front
of Pilgrim Hall) with the lower half
on the waterfront. This “fitting
together” may have resulted in
further loss to the Rock. It was at
this time that “1620” was engraved
on the Rock.

Forty years later, in preparation
for the Tercentenary celebrations for the 300™ anniversary of the
landing of the Pilgrims, the entire waterfront of Plymouth was
redesigned. The care of Plymouth Rock was turned over to the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the existing McKim,
Mead & White portico was built.

The original question, however, remains unanswered. Is this
REALLY where the Pilgrims landed? When the ship’s boat
pulled near to shore, did the Pilgrims perhaps use the Rock as a
stepping stone, avoiding the cold December water? Or was, per-
haps, the helmsman of that small boat directed to “Aim for that
rock”? Or did the Pilgrims pay any heed to the rock at all?
Unless another primary source is found, we can only conjecture.

What we can declare, however, is that this Rock — located on

Mayflower Il — Detail #2
(Courtesy of Jean Migre)

The current portico seen in the 1930s.
(Courtesy of Pilgrim Hall Museum)

Plymouth’s shore near the foot of
“First Street” — marks the spot
where something significant hap-
pened. We may never know if here
- the first footfall happened. We do
know that here the first settlement
~ began. And, after all, the importance
of Plymouth is not that the Pilgrims
| landed here, it is that the Pilgrims
stayed here. Here they built their
homes, here they created their Col-
- ony, here New England began.
NOTE: If you are fascinated by
Plymouth Rock, you can not only go
_ to Plymouth’s waterfront and see the
Rock, you can visit Pilgrim Hall and
“interact” with a piece of the Rock!
Pilgrim Hall has on display in the
Main Hall a good-sized piece of
granite, broken off during the Rock’s
wanderings about town, which we invite our visitors to touch.
Bibliography of sources used:
e Bradford, William, and Samuel Eliot Morison, ed., Of Ply-
mouth Plantation (New York, 1952).
e Briggs, Rose T., Plymouth Rock: History and Significance
(Plymouth, Mass., 1968).
e Davis, William T., Plymouth Memories of an Octogenarian
(Plymouth, Mass., 1906).
e Thacher, James, History of the Town of Plymouth (Boston, 1832).
Peggy Baker is the Director and Librarian for the Pilgrim Soci-
ety and Pilgrim Hall Museum. Please visit them at 75 Court St.,
Plymouth or online at www.pilgrimhall.org.

Can You Help Us?

The Society is or will be engaged in a number of projects and
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED. The following projects require
the assistance of interested volunteers and some can be done at
home. First, transcriptions of manuscript abstracts of deeds, pro-
bates, and vital records for Plymouth Colony that will eventually
be posted on our website. This can be done at home. We are
developing genealogical guides for town, county, and state re-
sources. If you have an expertise in any specific town or county,
your help is particularly welcome. Second, MSMD welcomes
anyone with professional expertise in developing web page con-
tent. Third, we request assistance with data entry into our genea-
logical database that will include the descendants of all the May-
flower passengers. Fourth, beginning this Winter, we have a
project estimated to require about forty (40) hours involving
scanning support documents for applications and supplemental
applications submitted since 2008. Fifth, for competent genea-
logical authors experienced in journal writing (or willing to
learn), we welcome assistance in updating our pamphlets in the
Families of the Pilgrims series and developing ones for families
not yet included in the series. Sixth, MSMD invites all members
to submit articles to be included in future issues of The Com-
pact. If you are interested in helping out and getting involved,
please call the office on any Thursday or Friday.
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New England Before 1620 - Part 2
by Scott Andrew Bartley

£
We ended last time with the -

e,

The London Company invited

chartering of the Virginia Com- =
pany on 10 April 1606. This re- &
fers to two joint stock companies By’
called the Virginia Company of g’i

ubscribers to the Plymouth Com-
. pany to join them in Jamestown in
* 1609. Gorges continued sending
- explorers and traders in 1611,

London (settling between the 34™ =k
to 41% parallel) and the Virginia % ;
Company of Plymouth (settling &'
between the 38™ to 45™ parallel). &
The overlapping area had the re-
quirement that neither could settle
within 100 miles of each other.

Y7 1612, and 1614 while Popham

15! sent fishing boats that he based on
' Mohegan Island.

- Exploration for the imagined

' Northwest Passage continued in

612 for four years with William

i Baffin and Robert Bylot. They

The northern charter was cham-
pioned by Sir Francis Popham, Sir
Ferdinand Gorges, Thomas James

‘were able to travel further north
. than anyone before them.

Virginia colonists concerned
with French settlements in Maine

(merchant of Bristol), and James
Bagg (merchant of Plymouth).
This Plymouth Company made an
unsuccessful attempt to establish a

nd Nova Scotia attacked Port
Royal in 1613. Attempts to settle
“ at Danariscove and Pemaquid in

permanent colony at Sagadahoc at ;
the mouth of the Kennebec River &
in 1607. Word came back to Eng-
land that the Indians east of the
Penobscot River used many French words. The Company deter-
mined that the northern parts were best suited for fishing and fur
trading as Samuel de Champlain had learned earlier. The Lon-
don Company’s attempt at Jamestown in the same year, while
not perfect, survived.

The English Muscovy Company sent Henry Hudson to find
the Northeast Passage to China via the supposedly ice-free
North Pole to the East in 1607. He made it as far as Novaya
Zemlya, north of Russia, but no passage was found. The Dutch
East Indian Company invited Hudson to try again in 1609. His
crew mutinied and he changed course to search for the North-
west Passage instead. Hudson sailed into many inlets on the
North American coast traveling as far south as North Carolina.
Hudson turned north avoiding Jamestown (he was employed by
the Dutch, not the English) and sailed into what the Dutch called
Noort River (we now call it the Hudson River, where Giovanni
Verrazano had been 85 years before).

At the same time, Etienne Brule traveling with Samuel de
Champlain, started his exploration of the Great Lakes region in
1608 that continued for seven years. Attempts were made to
settle Newfoundland in 1610.

that has been explored (From English New England Voyages, p. 521).

! Maine during 1614 failed.

- In 1614, the famed Capt. John
Smith of Jamestown extensively

explored the region he named

“New England” and it is his map that was assumed to be known

by the Pilgrims. At the same time, the Dutch explorer Adriaen

Block surveyed the Connecticut River and Long Island Sound.

New England was a constant stop for explorers and fisherman
alike. It was about 1616 that the Native population was deci-
mated by an outbreak of smallpox brought to the New World by
such men. One such place that was left empty after the disease
subsided was the Indian village of Patuxet that our ancestors
renamed Plymouth.

For more in depth reading on these voyages, check out:

Henry S. Burrage, Early English and French Voyages, Chiefly
from Hakluyt, 1534-1608 (New York, 1952).

Mary C. Fuller, Voyages in Print: English Travel to America,
1576-1624 (New York, 1995).

Albert Bushnell Hart, ed., American History Told by Contempo-
raries, Volume 1: Era of Colonization, 1492-1689 (New
York, 1910).

David B. Quinn, England and the Discovery of America, 1481-
1620 (New York, 1973).

David B. Quinn and Alison M. Quinn, The English New Eng-
land Voyages, 1602-1608 (London, 1983).

In Memoriam

We report with sorrow the deaths of the following members.

William E. Billingham Jr.

Winchester Fitch Ingersoll Jr.

Hazel S. Smith

Elizabeth A. Burke
Ruth A. Harris
Marcia G. Harrison
50-yr. member

52-yr. member
Nancy F. Kerr
Nancy D. Lovetrere
Willard C. Salter

51-yr. member
Dana S. Ward
Frankland W. L. Miles Jr.
53-yr. member
Counselor and Captain of MSMD
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Compact Day Meeting Notice

Please have your reservation into the office by Monday, 9 November 2009.

Mail to the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants, 150 Wood Rd Ste 103, Braintree MA 02184-2511.

Name: Email:

Town: State:

Ancestor(s):

Guest(s):
L Adult Prime Rib meals @ $30 .00
L Adult Haddock meals @ $30 .00
_ Children’s meals @ $16 .00

Total of check (payable to MSMD) $ .00

JOIN US FOR COMPACT DAY
ON SATURDAY, 14 NOVEMBER, AT THE
STONEFORGE TAVERN & PuBLICK HOUSE, RAYNHAM

Arrive for the Cash Bar
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Luncheon
served at 12:30 p.m.
Clam Chowder
Baked Boston Haddock
or
Roast Prime Rib of Beef
Oven roasted potatoes and honey-glazed carrots
Strawberry Parfait
Beverages

for children
Chicken Fingers, French fries, and ice cream

Learn about the Thanksgiving Holiday!

Bring your family, friends, and neighbors to join us for a
good meal, fine company, and an entertaining talk about the
true history and events surrounding the Thanksgiving holiday
(see details on page 1). There have been recent books on this
subject, but they were superficial discussions of a more com-
plex situation. Learn from historian Jim Baker - who has spent
his life trying to better understand our Pilgrim ancestors. He
will have copies of his book for sale.

Simple directions to
Stoneforge Tavern, Raynham:

From the south and north
Take Rte. 24 to exit 13
Exit for Rte. 44 East
Go through the traffic light and
take the next right onto Paramount Drive
The restaurant is at:
90 Paramount Drive
Raynham MA 02767
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