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Though this had been a day & night of much 
trouble and danger unto them; yet God gave them 
a morninge of comfort & refreshing (as usually 
he doth to his children) ... on munday they sound-
ed the harbor; and founde it fit for shipping; and 
marched into the land.

William Bradford, describing the first
 arrival at New Plymouth.

   Almost the first thing 
they saw was a school of 
whales. Every day they 
played around the May-
flower as she lay at anchor 
at Provincetown, like the 
little fleets of dolphins 
she must have passed ten 
weeks before along the 
coast of Devon. There were so many that (Cap-
tain) Jones compared Cape Cod Bay to the whal-
ing grounds of the Arctic. “If we had instruments 
and means to take them, we might have made a 
very rich return,” the Pilgrims later wrote, but for 
the time being, the whales were spared. Harpoons 
and nets were among the items they had failed to 
bring. When they tried to shoot one of the crea-
tures from the deck, the gun exploded into pieces 
in its owner’s hand. 
   A century later, in the 1740s, a local ship-owner,   
Benjamin Bangs, kept a remarkable journal of his 
own, an account of the bay as the Pilgrims would 
have known it. Bangs described the great schools 
of blackfish, the Cape Cod name for pilot whales.      
At the time of year when the Mayflower arrived, 
Bangs often saw them fill the waters between 

Provincetown and the shore five miles away at 
Truro, each one as much as twenty feet long. 
When the wind changed to come from the north-
west, it left them stranded in immense numbers 
along the beach. On a single day in late October 
1747, the people of Truro killed six hundred of 
the creatures. As far south as Wellfleet, incidents 
of slaughter on an even vaster scale continued un-
til as late as 1912, when in the age of petroleum 

   the pilot whale at last 
   began to lose its value 
   as a source of oil for 
   lighting or for lubrica
   tion.  
      The blackfish might   
   stand as a symbol of the    
   strange new world that 
 the Pilgrims entered. It 

 was an altered and vastly magnified version of  
what they knew in the old. Pilot whales belong 
to the same marine family as the dolphins of 
the English Channel, but here in America these 
creatures existed in numbers unimagined, just as 
the falls and the sweep of the Kennebec River 
in Maine far surpass the valley of the Trent. 
Reading the works of Captain John Smith had 
prepared the Pilgrims up to a point, but previous 
English seafarers like Smith had mostly come to 
this part of the Atlantic coast much earlier in the 
year. They had never described the blackfish, and 
never traveled far inland. 
   In the pilot whales, the Pilgrims saw what 
Smith told them they would find: an abundant 
store of value in nature, holding out the promise 
                                         Continued on Page 4                                              

‘A morninge of comfort & refreshing’
By Nick Bunker



New members as of October 1, 2010
Descendants of John Alden

Jane (Hodson) Taylor	               Dorchester Center, Mass.

Descendants of Isaac Allerton
Susan Anne Heavner			     Holliston, Mass.

Descendants of William Bradford
Peter Caldwell Herbst, Jr.		    Braintree, Mass.
Robin A. Holzer, M.D.	                   Valparaiso, Fla.
William DeWitt Horrocks, Jr.	 	    Chatham, Mass.
Trent D. Taylor		                     Norwell, Mass.

Descendants of William Brewster
Jean (Witham) Carlson	             Marblehead, Mass.
Stephen Stoddard Drew		        Scituate, Mass.  
Samuel Garre III	            	               Barrington, Ill.
Mary (Miller) Henrique                   Provincetown, Mass.
Jackson Lewis Ireland		        Mission Viejo, Calif.
John W. Neville		                Tewksbury, Mass.

Descendants of Stephen Hopkins
Jean (Leamy) Brogan			      Gardner, Mass.
Janice (Prescott) Neville		   Wakefield, Mass.

Descendants of John Howland
Elizabeth O. Cleveland		      Duxbury, Mass.
Andrew R. Whipple		                      Orleans, Mass.
 

Descendants of Thomas Rogers
Jill (Cannon) Lillie		                   Hanson, Mass.

Descendants of Henry Samson
Joan (Scott) Taylor			     Wellfleet, Mass.

Descendants of George Soule
Joanna Dillingham			              Dallas, Tex.
Eric W. Swenson			     Lynwood, Wash
.

Descendants of Miles Standish
Virginia M. Koulopoulos	                    Scituate, Mass.

Descendants of Richard Warren

Judith A. Chisholm		               Winchester, Mass.
Deborah Granger		            Ballajura, Australia
Kim Granger		            Blacktown, NSW, Australia
Lynne (Ross) Wood			        Harvard, Mass.

Descendants of William White

Janet (Oteri) O’Neil			                York, Me. 
Susan (Wright) Sleeper		       Holden, Mass.

Deceased members
  Brant Burtt Bollivar
  Phyllis D. Copeland
  Marjorie Palmer Maxham
  Samuel R. Nickerson
  Faith B. Palmer
  Donald F. Robbins  (99-1/2 years old)
  Thomas Mayhew Smith
  Virginia Grubb Smith
  Barbara G. Taylor
  Helen Thrall Torrey (53 year member)
  

The Compact is published by
The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants

150 Wood Road, Ste 103
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184-2511

(781) 535-6159
msmd@massmayflower.org

Officers
 Governor   		                     Michael H. Studley, Esq.
 Deputy Governor                                   Richard S. Gilmore, Esq.
 Secretary		                                Alice L. Mohnkern
 Treasurer                                                  Judith Chace Needham
 Historian                                                              James W. Lucas
 Captain                                                              Donald F. Nelson
 Elder                                                            Rev. Anne Robertson
 Surgeon                                         Bruce R. Bistrian, M.D., Ph.D
 Counselor                                            George I. Whiting Jr., Esq.

Assistants
 James W. Baker		                                    Janice R. Infante
 Edith G. Bridges			                         James R. Klim
 Cynthia Bailey Brown		                           Gail E. Terry
 C. Whitney Clayton Jr.	                               Robert L. Webb Jr.

Alicia Crane Williams

 Compact Editors:         Ann Fuller Northrup, Jeffrey A. Northrup

   All letters, submissions, and photographs sent to the editors  
 should include a name and telephone number for verification.
   The opinions and information contained in any letter to the 
 editors are strictly those of the writer(s) and are not necessairly
 in any way the opinions of  the staff of The Compact or of the   
 Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants.
   The fact that an article or letter appears in The Compact does 
 not in any way reflect that The Compact, its staff, or the Massa- 
chusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants guarantees the his-
 torical accuracy of any information contained therein.
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Three generations of Mayflower descendants parade in Provincetown
By Judith Chace Needham

   On August 5th, 2010 the Pilgrim Monument 
and Provincetown Museum celebrated the 100th 
Anniversary of the completion of the Pilgrim 
Monument.  The day long festivities included a parade 
followed by a Rededication Ceremony featuring 
speeches by Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick 
and the Reverend Peter Gomes (chair of the Plymouth 
2020 Celebratory Advisory Committee) with music 
by the Outer Cape Chorale Chamber Singers.  The 
evening was completed with a concert and fireworks.  
   In 1906, the President of the Cape Cod Pilgrim 
Memorial Association, the non-profit that operates the 
Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum, was 
authorized to extend to the Societies of Mayflower 
Descendants throughout the United States and the 
several towns formerly composing the Plymouth 
Colony, the privilege of contributing each a stone 
properly inscribed toward the erection of the Pilgrim 
Monument.
   Completed in 1910, the Pilgrim Memorial 
Monument commemorates the landing of the 
Mayflower in Provincetown Harbor and the signing of 
the Mayflower Compact, America’s first democratic 
constitutional document assuring equality and justice 
for everyone.  The Pilgrim Memorial Monument is the 
tallest all-granite structure in the United States. 		
  Visitors can walk to the top on a series of stairs and 
ramps. During the climb, visible are the 175 interior 
stones, or plaques, donated by cities, towns, and 
organizations from all over the United States, among 
them stones from the following:

   • General Society of Mayflower Descendants
   • Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of 
     California
   • Colorado Society of Mayflower Descendants
   • Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of 
     Connecticut
   • Society of Mayflower Descendants District of 
     Columbia
   • Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
   • Michigan Society of Mayflower Descendants
   • New Jersey Society of Mayflower Descendants
   • New York Society of Mayflower Descendants
   • Pennsylvania Society of Mayflower Descendants

      • Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of 
        Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
   Because Osborne Nickerson was Secretary of the 
Cape Cod Pilgrim Memorial Association in 1906, 
the current-day Nickerson Family Association, 
headquartered in Chatham, Cape Cod was invited to 
march in the celebratory, Rededication Day Parade.  	
   And many of these Nickerson descendants are 
Mayflower descendants, too.  It was as Nickersons 
that my family was asked to walk, but we certainly 
carried the pride of the day as Mayflower families, 
too, since there was no float or contingent representing 
the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants. 
   Outfitted in white and blue Nickerson tee shirts, 
we gathered together a group of 10, of whom 7 were 
Mayflower descendants, on the hottest, most humid 
day of a very hot summer for the two and a half mile 
walk through the main street of Provincetown.  Our 
place of honor in the parade was directly behind 
the float featuring a huge replica of the Mayflower 
Compact.  How appropriate!  We were delighted 
to welcome Paul Bumpus (Historian General, 
General Society of Mayflower Descendants) who 
marched with us, representing the General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants.  And of course, this being 
Provincetown, any parade should be just a bit out 
of the ordinary – and so it was.  Directly behind us 
paraded  “Miss Richland 1981” dressed as a lobster, 
holding a sign demanding a monument, too – after all, 
“Lobsters were here first”.
   Having missed our cancelled Peregrination Day this 
year, usually celebrated with my extended family, I 
was excited to march and to share this momentous 
day with my daughter, Jessica Chace Duma and her 
sons, my grandsons, Chace aged 10, Matthew aged 
8 and William aged 5 visiting from Newport Beach, 
California.  Three generations gathered together 
to celebrate their heritage as Nickersons and as 
Mayflower Descendants and being proud to do so.  
What a glorious day!

Editor needed
   Drew Bartley has recently resigned as editor of 
the Mayflower Descendant and the Society is look-
ing for a replacement. Interested and qualified ap-
plicants may contact the office for further details.



In Memoriam
	 We are very sad to advise that Lowell A. 
Warren, former Treasurer, Board of Assistants 
member, and Chairman of the Investment Com-
mittee, died on 4 July 2010. A World War II and 
later Army Reserve veteran, Lowell’s professional 
career was in the investment and securities trading 
business. Throughout his life, Lowell had a pas-
sion for US history and genealogical and heredi-
tary societies (these are too numerous to mention 
here). For most of these organizations, such as 
ours, he volunteered and served long terms as 
Treasurer and/or Investment Committee advisor. 
His wide-ranging knowledge of history, Boston 
lore, stories and sense of humor will be greatly 
missed by all that knew him.

From Page 1
or the temptation of riches. For the first time, they also 
realized how unprepared they were, how few tools 
they had, and how long it would be before anything 
better than survival could be achieved. 
   A long process of education lay in wait. It was going 
to be a matter of trial and error, mistakes and suc-
cesses, improvising and adapting. They took old skills 
and English models and either made them fit the New 
World or discarded them if they did not. 
   Captain Smith made one dangerous omission. He 
had neither endured nor put into words a northeastern 
American winter, and while the Pilgrims must have 
known something about the climate, they had little 
with which to compare it. Although the Thames some-
times froze, it was a rare event, like the great frost at 
Christmas in 1607, chronicled in detail precisely  be-
cause it was unusual. It was not a customary feature, 
like the ice that blocks rivers in New England between 
January and March. Cold of a very un-English sever-
ity was the second thing the Pilgrims noticed on Cape 
Cod, straight after the whales. 
   It began when they had to wade ashore at Province-
town-the earliest detailed chart shows that water deep 
enough to float a ship began only half a mile from 
the beach, and even a small boat had to stop a long 
way out and then it became steadily more acute. By 
the first week of December, more than six inches of 
snow covered the land. In a small boat, men found 
that damp clothing froze on their backs like iron, and 
coughs and catarrh evolved into fatal illness. 
   In his account of their first winter in America, 
Bradford only mentions scurvy by name as a cause of 
death among the colonists. However, he also refers to 
the filthy condition of the sick. At sea, for whatever 
reason, they had escaped the mariner’s scourge of 
amoebic dysentery, but Bradford’s comments suggest 
that the disease struck them with its full force after 
their arrival in New England. If scurvy was the prin-
cipal agent of mortality, then the dreadful fact is that 
it could have been avoided. By 1620, ships’ surgeons 
in the East India service were already well aware that 
lemon or lime juice prevented the disease, although it 
took another century or more before the Royal Navy 
began to carry fruit rations on every long voyage. 
Dysentery was quite another matter: apart from trying 
to keep themselves clean, and drinking water to

ease the dehydration caused by diarrhea, the Pilgrims 
could do nothing about it. 
   By the time the spring returned, forty-four of the 
passengers had died, and nearly half the crew. The 
first four to succumb, including Dorothy Bradford, 
William’s wife, had died before the Pilgrims first saw 
New Plymouth. The fate of Dorothy Bradford-she fell 
into the sea and drowned¬remains mysterious, but 
the other three were those we might expect to per-
ish soonest. They were either old or very young. The 
first was Edward Thomson, a servant, probably in 
his teens, who died on December 4, but the next was 
seven-year-old Jasper More, and then James Chilton, 
on December 8. 
   And yet, as disease began to take its toll, the Pil-
grims also made their journeys of discovery. The 
fourth expedition finally took them to Plymouth Bay, 
on December 10, and led to their choice of a place 
to settle. There are two ways to tell the story of what 
occurred. We can simply follow the familiar sequence 
of episodes, narrated many times by many writers, 
as they explored the Cape on foot, and then with the 
shallop, and fought their first fight against the native 
people at First Encounter Beach near Wellfleet. Or, al-
ternatively, the opening weeks can be seen as a series 
of meetings with objects or creatures like the black-
fish, phenomena that, like the number of pilot whales, 
defied an English imagination. 
Reprinted by permission from “Making Haste from 
Babylon” by Nick Bunker. ©2010  Alfred A. Knopf.

‘A morninge of comfort and refreshing’
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Reservations must be returned to the office not later than November 9, 2010. The mailing address is listed 
on the reservation form.

Cash Bar 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM   Luncheon 12:30 PM

                             Choice of:
               Roast Prime Rib of Beef au jus
                                     Or
                  Norwegian Salmon Filet

                            Served with
                        Minestrone Soup
      Oven Roast Potatoes & Honey Glazed Carrots
                      Rolls and Beverage
                       Strawberry Parfait

           *************************************************************************************

        Stoneforge Tavern, Raynham, Mass. November 13, 2010   Please Make Check Payable to MSMD:

Name: _______________________________________________        Roast Prime Rib au Jus  ______@ $30.00      $_________

Address:__________________________________________               Norwegian Salmon Filet ______ @$30.00      $_________

City:________________ State:__________   Zip: ________                 Chicken Fingers for kids______@15.00         $_________  	      

Mayflower Ancestor(s): _________________________________________________________	  Total Enclosed   $ _________

Members: ____________________________________________      ________________________________________________

Guests: ______________________________________________     _________________________________________________

 Your reservations must reach the office before November 9, 2010 
MSMD, 150 Wood Rd  Ste 103, Braintree MA 02184-2511

Directions to the Stoneforge Tavern
From the north or west, take Route 95 or Route 
93 to Route 24.  From the south, take Route 3 
or 495 to Route 24.  Follow Route 24 to Route 
44.  Follow Route 44 for .4 miles, then turn right 
onto Paramount Drive.  Restaurant is at 90 
Paramount Drive.

Compact Day program features Diane Rapaport
     This year’s Compact Day observance will take place Saturday, November 13 at the
 Stoneforge Tavern in Raynham.  
     A full program will feature a speech by author Diane Rapaport (right) full of stories 
from her latest book, “The Naked Quaker: True Crimes and Controversies from the 
Courts of Colonial New England.”
     Dinner choices include Prime Rib or Salmon, with a special chicken finger entree
for any youngsters who may attend.
     The roll of members will be taken, with each asked to identify his or her
Mayflower ancestors.
     The Stoneforge is located at 90 Paramount Drive, Raynham MA.  Directions
may be found below.
     Please clip and send the reservation form below,.
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Mayflower	
  Passengers'	
  Word	
  Search	
  
	
  
Did	
  you	
  find	
  your	
  ancestor	
  here? 
 
 
S R I C H A R D W A R R E N E  
E N R J O H N A L D E N H O D  
K V I I I N O S T V A S B T W  
O P J K N M K V R S I I V R A  
O V E E P H Z A I D U I J E R  
C V Q R R O C X N N D J Z L D  
S H A I T N H A G P K I J L W  
I C U S H W T N S U N I W A I  
C W W O W S Y Q E Q S W X C N  
N F J D S C P W A H Z P L A S  
A X R E S Q V X K O P I S A L  
R G L T H Z F U N T X E B S O  
F Y F N F M C T B L S K T I W  
M T S E I R P Y R O G E D S X  
D R O F D A R B M A I L L I W  
 
DEGORYPRIEST 
EDWARDWINSLOW 
FRANCISCOOKE 
ISAACALLERTON 
JOHNALDEN 
JOHNCARVER 
MYLESSTANDISH 
RICHARDWARREN 
STEPHENHOPKINS 
WILLIAMBRADFORD 

For all Massachusetts Mayflower members:  

     Check around your home and see if you can locate 
any youngsters or teenagers.  They can be found on the 
computer or lying on their beds with an IPod attached 
to their ears.  You could also check the refrigerator. 
They are often found there  at all times of the day and 
night.  The Massachusetts  Mayflower Society would 
like to make them  junior members.  

     Birth certificates are not needed!  Lineage does 
not need to be proven.  All you need to do is fill out 
a one page application that asks for information you 
already know...we can check that you are a Mayflower 
descendent.  And we absolutely  believe that the kids 
you are recommending are your children, grandchildren, 
nieces or nephews.  We can’t see you recommending  
anyone else.

FOR ALL JUNIOR MEMBERS!!!

Don’t forget our first annual writing contest 
open to all Massachusetts Mayflower 
Descendants:  Junior and Lifetime members:  

Topic:  I admire my Pilgrim 
ancestor(s)…and here’s why.

· Each applicant should submit and original piece of 
writing (story, poem or essay).

· The winner in each category will receive a $50.00 
prize.

· Categories: 

Students in Grades 1-3;  

Students in Grades 4-6; 

Students in Grades 7-9; 

Students in Grades 10-12

· Winning entries will be displayed at the Spring MSMD 
luncheon.   Winning entries will also be posted on 
the MSMD website. www. Mayflower.org

·Entries must be postmarked no later than March 1, 
2011.

·All entries should be mailed to Junior Writing 
Contest, MSMD Office, 150 Wood Road, Suite 
103, Braintree, MA 02184

Help our young cousins receive 
the gift of heritage.

A one-time fee of $75 can make them 
junior members.

Contact the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower
Descendants’ Office for an application.
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Pages for our Junior Members

What does the coloring picture tell you about your 
ancestors???

Coloring Book Suggestions
     Although the Pilgrims occasionally wore black 
or gray on days of worship, the everyday dress was 
similar to the colorful clothing of the Dutch people in 
Holland.  They used colors such as red, brown, blue, 
green, yellow and purple.
     Many of the colors were those which could be 
made by using vegetable dyes from various plants, 
leaves, berries, barks and nutshells, or from the roots 
of certain plants.
     Yellow could be made from the leaves and stems of 
the weld plant. A bright orange could be made using 
saffron.  Red came from the roots of the madder plant 
and a rich blue was the result of using leaves of the 
woad. Brown and black dyes came from the bark of 
the alder tree, while tans and browns could be made 
from the bark of the oak tree.

NEW MEMBERS: Junior members Jacqueline Rose 
Toomey, and her cousin, Jordan Abigail Grass at-
tended the  the annual  meeting of MSMD this spring 
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Compact Day, Saturday 15 November 2010

 Submissions
    needed
   for The
  Compact

     The Compact is looking for articles of interest to members of the Massachusetts 
Society of Mayflower Descendants, particularly well-researched historical articles 
and news of the activities of our members.
     Articles should be submitted to The Compact’s new email address--the_com-
pact@comcast.net--as Microsoft Word documents.  If you have an idea for an ar-
ticle, please call Ann Northrup at 978-495-2581 or Jeff Northrup at 978-495-2580.

Save a tree, avoid a wait, and help the society
     You can get your Compact sooner, save mail-
ing costs, and do a favor to the environment by
opting to receive The Compact by email.
     Your Compact will arrive before the postal
worker delivers the printed copies, and you 
will get the color version of the publication.

     All you have to do is send your email address 
and an indication that you’d like the email version 
to the office at msmd@massmayflower.org.
     The file will arrive in Adobe pdf format.  If you 
do not have the reader, it can be obtained free of 
charge at http://www.adobe.com.


