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Above, nearly 90 members and guests of the Mass. Society of Mayflower Descendants fill the waist of 
the Mayflower II during this summer’s Peregrination to the replica ship and Plimoth Plantation.  Below, 
left, “John Alden” answers our junior members’ questions. Below, right, the Murphy family on the ship.



John Alden

Emanuel Jose DeJesus Fishburn  Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico
Horace White Howells                                  Washington DC
Kathleen J. Sarjeant Knowles                            Reading MA
Marie Alice Presho Magrath  		            Harvard MA
Beth McAleer                                                  Brookline MA
Richmond Perley  		                          Orleans MA
Alan Phillips     			                     Hopkinton MA

Isaac Allerton

Maeve MaryAnn McKeeman  		           Littleton MA

William Bradford

Margaret Clarinda Bradford                          Roslindale MA
Suzy Davidson                                                   Hyannis MA
Emily Rachel Christison-Lagay                          Boston MA
Joan Christison Christison-Lagay                       Boston MA
Kate Longstaff Christison-Lagay                        Boston MA
Mark Taylor Murphy                                         Conover NC

William Brewster

Edward Franklyn Brush                           Virginia Beach VA
Victoria Lee Howard                              Middleborough MA
Christopher Elliot Richards                     East Sandwich MA
Kara-Lynn Victoria Lemont Sportelli          London England

Francis Cooke

Barbara Ann Curtis Johnson                              Woburn MA
Roger William Keith                                       Wellesley MA

Edward Fuller

Katherine Louise Wasley                       South Chatham MA
Lauren Elizabeth Wasley                        South Chatham MA

Samuel Fuller
Robert Winsor Fogerty                                    Needham MA

John Howland

Glenna Lynne Flagg Cappola                  Yarmouth Port MA
Wendy Michelle Cappola                        Yarmouth Port MA
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New Members as of October 1, 2012
Cheryl Ann Pierce Clarkin                                   Tolland CT
Jon Kenneth Cortesi                                        Worcester MA
Sydney Tate Weyler                                         Lynnfield MA

Degory Priest
Ann Louise Martel                                         Vancouver WA

Thomas Rogers

Barrie Lynn Tysko                                         Somerville MA

Richard Warren

Linda Marie Byam                                           Waltham MA
Marcy Martha (Leavitt) Bourne                  London England
Jennifer Farwell Cohen                                        Chicago IL
Joshua Farwell Cohen   				    Solon OH
Sally Farwell                                                          Solon OH
James Anthony Winslow                                   Reading MA



In Memoriam
 Helen W. Apone
 Janet M. Blackmer
 Steven W. Carey IV, 64-year member
 Robert D. Cotell
 Mary E. Dole
 George W. Doten
 Mary R. Ewing
 Shirley Root Gentry
 Nancy Foss Heath, life member, 96 years old
 Louise F. Lincoln
 Frederick W. Lyman, 54-year member
 Wigmore A. Pierson, Past Governor, 42-year member
 Abner K. Pratt II, Past Scholarship Chairman, Past   
 Member, Board of Assistants
 Robert Smith Rounsevell
 Peter F. Stevenson, Past Treasurer
 Helen D. Tallman, 82-year member
 Elouise S. Turner
Maxine Phinney Vaitses

Fall, 2012                                                         The Compact					                           3

Brewster and a life member of the Society since 1969.  
He served as a member of the Board of Assistants in 
2002 and 2003, as Deputy Governor from 2003 to 
2006, and as Governor from 2006 to 2009.
	 He was an avid historian, having served on the 
Cohasset Historical Commission and on the Board of 
Overseers of Plimoth Plantation.
	 For 10 years, he hosted a program on Cohasset 
Cable TV called “Pierson to Pierson,” on which he in-
tereviewd more than 400 guests.
	 He is survived by his wife, Molly, and children 
Morgan, Elizabeth, and Jack--all life members of the 
Massachusetts Society--along with four stepsons and 
eight grandchildren.
	 Peter Stevenson joined the Society in 2000 as a 
descendant of John Alden, William Bradford, William 
Brewster, Stephen Hopkins, Peter Brown, John How-
land, William Mullins, and Richard Warren.
	 He served on the Board of Assistants from 
2002-2003 and as Treasurer from 2003-2007.
	 He worked for more than 30 years as an interna-
tional banker, traveling to countries like Japan, Korea, 
Saudi Arabia, England, and Bahrain to pursue his duties 
with the Chase Bank.
	 He is survived by his wife Nadia (Araman), his 
daughters, Joanna Garrett and Julie Stevenson, both 
members of the Mass. Society, and his grandchildren, 
Robert, Catherine, Isabelle and Peter Garrett, and Eliza 
and Wyatt Daigle, all members of the Society.
	

	 It is an honor to serve as your Governor. We 
have a great group of officers and Assistants and it is a 
pleasure to work with them.
                       The Compact Day meeting will be at the 
Stoneforge Tavern on November 17, 2012 in Raynham, 
Massachusetts.  Richard Pickering, Deputy Director of 
Plimouth Plantation will be our featured speaker. I look 
forward to seeing you there next month. Details about 
the event are elsewhere in this publication.
            Peregrination Day in July was again successful 
and well-attended.

Ginny Mucciaccio, Member-at-Large, and I 
attended the General Society meeting in New Jersey 
last month.  The meeting was well organized and pro-
ductive. Full details will be published in the next May-
flower Quarterly.

I will be attending the New England Gover-
nors meeting in Rutland, Vermont on October 26, 2012. 
This is an opportunity to share ideas with other New 
England societies.  

The Massachusetts Society has formed a 
2020 Committee to forge ideas for the 400th anniversary 
of the Mayflower landing which is coming up just eight 
years from now.

Please be on the lookout for our annual ap-
peal letter. I hope you will be as generous as possible 
with your contributions.
             I look forward to meeting with many of you at 
the Compact Day Meeting.  

Richard Standish Gilmore 
Governor                                                      

A Message from our Governor

Mass. Society loses two very good friends
	 Two longtime members, valued cousins, and 
hard-workers for the Massachusetts Society of May-
flower Descendants have been taken from us.
	 Past Governor Wigmore Ailing Pierson and 
Past Treasurer Peter Frederick Stevenson both passed 
away during the late Spring.
	 Wigmore Pierson was a descendant of William 
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	 On July 18th, 2012, the Ju-
nior Membership Committee orga-
nized a tour  that would continue to 
follow the Pilgrims’ footsteps in the 
New World.  This year’s Peregri-
nation focused on Plymouth. The 
day was unbearably hot…the hot-
test and most humid of an already 
hot and humid summer. Perhaps the 
weather helped us understand how 
the Pilgrims suffered in the extreme 
weather of  December, 1620.
	 The 87 descendants and 
friends were transported from the 
parking lot of Plimoth Plantation to 
Mayflower II. There, Richard Pick-
ering , Deputy Director of the plan-
tation became our enjoyable and 
knowledgeable tour guide . He en-
tertained us with several Mayflower 
stories and then led us to the ship 
where, Peter Arenstam, the May-
flower Captain, filled us in on May-
flower facts. 
	 We wanted a group picture, 
and as we filled the deck, we real-
ized that our 87,plus the crew, came 
close to equaling the crowded con-
ditions in which the Pilgrims lived 
for the months it took them to cross 
the Atlantic. Sitting, standing or ly-
ing down must have required group 
cooperation and mathematical skill. 
	 Following the tour of May-
flower II, we rode the bus back to 
Plimoth Plantation. We had intend-
ed to have lunch at the Mayflower 
House, but the darkening sky and 
threat of noontime thunderstorms 
allowed Richard to arrange the use 
of the plantation’s pavilion.  And 
what a wonderful treat that turned 
out to be. As we headed toward the 
pavilion, the sight of Eel Pond at the 
base of the hill, and the constant and 
refreshing breeze coming off the 
water gave us back our energy. Fol-

Continued on Page 5                           

IT WAS A TRIP!  Top photo: Cindy Tinney (left) and Beth Godfrey 
were two of the principal organizers of the Peregrination.  Bottom, 
members of our group head into the Pilgrim Village.

A hot day exploring our heritage
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From Page 4
lowing a lunch delivered by Blue 
Blinds of Plymouth, we went into 
the visitor center to watch a short 
film about the Wampanoags. At the 
theater exit, a Mayflower ship/cow 
statue greeted us…such a unique 
and amusing sight that it demanded 
its picture be taken.  
	 We then followed Richard 
past the craft building and into the 
meeting house that sits at the en-
trance to the village. Once again 
we were treated to an informative 
talk about the meeting house and 
the church services held there. Af-
terwards, our tour filtered into the 
village, each member searching 
for his ancestor’s home. The only 
missing house was that of Francis 
Cooke which had burned down last 
November and had yet to be re-
built. Dirt floors, narrow beds, and 
clothes washed by hand and draped 
on the grass to dry made us ap-
preciate the Pilgrim willingness to 
undergo hardship and toil to forge 
a life in a new world. Some of us 
then went on to the Wampanoag 
village; others headed  back to the 
parking lot and into air conditioned 
cars, perhaps hoping to arrive home 
before the thunderstorms broke.  As 
we travelled the Route 3 highway, 
which paralleled the paths travelled 
by the Pilgrims, we had completed 
another step in following our ances-
tors as they travelled the Massachu-
setts coast. 

A DAY TO REMEMBER: Top, the 
inside of a Pilgrim home; left 
Deputy Governor Judy Needham, 
left, and administrative assistant 
Colette O’Sullivan; below past 
governor Virginia Mucciaccio 
and Mayflower II Captain Peter 
Arenstam.

Peregrination Photos by
Cynthia Bailey

Retracing
the steps

of our 
ancestors



New junior members and their sponsors
Isaac Gregory Bodge, sponsored by Gregory Ormond Bodge
Christine Lynn Colpitts, sponsored  by David Daniel Colpitts
Halle S. Hughes, sponsored by Elaine J. Thibault
Layla Marie Soules, sponsored by Heather Capitanio
Jesse Garret DeVane, sponsored by Shirley A. Thomson
Charlotte Myrium Rupright, sponsored by Verne Edwin Ru-
pright
Elizabeth Rebecca Rupright, sponsored by Verne Edwin Ru-
pright
Chelsea Christine Kozak, sponsored by  Joan Roberta Walston 
Chase
Chase Sophia Kozak, sponsored by  Joan Roberta Walston 
Chase
Zachary Eliot West, sponsored by Joan Roberta Walston Chase
Charlotte Rose Sullivan, sponsored by Charlotte May Shepherd 
Murphy
Josephine Frances Sullivan, sponsored byCharlotte May Shep-
herd Murphy
Lillian Grace Johnson, sponsored by  Jane M. Remy
Erica Ann Richards, sponsored by  Albert W. Richards
Suzanne Thibault, sponsored by Elaine J. Thibault
Jolane F.Thibault, sponsored by  Elaine J. Thibault
Severin QuentinQuaranta De San Severino, sponsored by 
Philip Thomas Quaranta Di San Severino
Devin Grace Murphy, sponsored by  Charlotte May Shepherd 
Murphy
Barbara Anne Edmonds, sponsored by  Andrew W. Edmonds, 
Jr.
Andrew W. Edmonds III , sponsored by Andrew W. Edmonds, 
Jr.
Frances Elizabeth Tarbell, sponsored by  Charles A. Tarbell
Braydon Gabriel Haalilio King, sponsored by Howatt Peter 
King
Holbrook Ikaika King, sponsored by Howatt Peter King
Ethan Thomas Morway, sponsored by  Cathi Lea Barrett Goulet
Avery Nancy Morway, sponsored by  Cathi Lea Barrett Goulet
Makenzie Marie Dunnett, sponsored by Rebecca MacDonald
Alyssa Lee Bolt, sponsored by Alice Lee Moranville Clark
Hannah Madeline Burnett, sponsored by Heidi Burnett
Haleigh Megan Burnett , sponsored by Heidi Burnett
Maya Michelle Cluett, sponsored by  Sarah Healey Trask
Hailey Morgan Upperman,  sponsored by Robert Morgan Drew
Olivia Laurida McKeeman, sponsored by  Maeve McKeeman
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FOR OUR JUNIOR MEMBERS
Give the gift of heritage this season
Junior membership in the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower 
Descendants is available  to relatives of our members.
Just be a relative of a full member (and a direct descendant of a 
Maylower passenger), and be between the ages of birth and 25 
and you can join for a one-time  membership fee of $75.00.
The application is available online at www.massmayflower.
org

Thanksgiving Madlib
We had a (adjective) _________________day today. 
All our families and many (adjective)______________ 
visitors joined us. Everyone brought (noun) ________. 
We ate (noun)____________, (noun) ______________
and (noun) ____________________. The venison was 
(adverb) ________________________ good, but I 
didn’t (verb)_____________________ the lobster. 
It had a (adjective)________________________ 
red color and it smelled (ad-
verb_____________________). After we ate, the 
adults (verb)________________________ and we 
played games. We played (noun)_________________
__________ and _______________________(noun). 
Later in the afternoon, we all ate (adjective) 
______________________________ pie and (adjec-
tive)  __________________________ pudding. 
I had a (adjective)_____________________________ 
night’s sleep. Thanksgiving had been a (adverb)  
______________________________hap-
py  day and my stomach was (adjective) 
_________________________. After 
our first difficult (adjective)______________________ 
winter, we were thankful for (verb) 
_____________________________ so much food and 
for our new Indian friends. When our celebration is 
finally over, I will have to do all my (adjective ) 
___________________________ chores to help my 
mother and father.  I will have to 
(verb)_______________, (verb) ______________ and 
(verb)__________________. We all have a lot of 
(adjective)___________________________ work to 
do , but I am  (adjective )________________ to (verb)
__________________________________ in the New 
World. 



	 Please clip and send the form below. Reservations must be received by the office not later than 
November 12, 2012. The mailing address is listed on the reservation form.

           

              Stoneforge Tavern, Raynham, MA November 17, 2012   Please Make Check Payable to MSMD:

Name: _______________________________________________        Roast Prime Rib         ______@ $30.00          $_________

Address:__________________________________________               Salmon                         ______@$30.00          $_________

City:________________ State:__________   Zip: ________                Chicken Fingers for kids______@15.00         $_________  	      

Mayflower Ancestor(s): _________________________________________________________	  Total Enclosed   $ _________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Members: ____________________________________________      ________________________________________________

Guests: ______________________________________________     _________________________________________________

Your reservations must reach the office before November 12, 2012 MSMD, 150 Wood Rd  Ste 103, Braintree MA 02184-2511

Directions to the Stoneforge Tavern
From the north or west, take Route 95 or Route 93 to 
Route 24.  From the south, take Route 3 or 495 to Route 
24.  Follow Route 24 to Route 44.  Follow Route 44 for .4 
miles, then turn right onto Paramount Drive.  Restaurant 
is at 90 Paramount Drive.
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Compact Day program features Richard Pickering
	
	 Richard Pickering, Deputy Director for Program Innovations of Plimoth 
Plantation, will be the featured speaker at this year’s Compact Day observance, 
which will take place Saturday, November 17 at the Stoneforge Tavern at 90 Para-
mount Drive in Raynham, MA.  He will appear in the role of John Billington, a 
most interesting Pilgrim.
	 The festivities will get underway at 11:30 a.m. with a social hour (cash bar) 
and will continue at 12:30 with choice of Roast Prime Rib of Beef or Salmon with 
all the trimmings. 
	 Pickering has been associated with Plimoth Plantation for more than 25 
years and has served as historical role player, grant writer, exhibit developer, mu-
seum teacher, playwright and Director of Special Projects. His interactive dramas 
“So Dreadful A Judgment” and “I Would Be No Persecutor” have been performed 
throughout New England, and at the UN at the request of the United States Del-
egation to the United Nations. He has spoken on 17th-Century topics across the 
country as well as the United Kingdom and the Netherlands. 	

	 Pickering is currently a PhD candidate in English at the University of Connecticut, Storrs. In 2002, he 
was given an Aetna Award for Excellence in Teaching English and was also named Pedagogue of the Year by 
the university’s Student Government Association. Mr. Pickering serves on the Board of Trustees at the Cape 
Playhouse, America’s oldest Equity summer theater, and hosts the weekly television program “The Cape Cod 
Center for the Arts Presents.” One of his life’s greatest pleasures was overhearing actress Juliet Mills say: 
“He’s the Charlie Rose of Cape Cod.”

Social Hour 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Choice of
Roast Prime Rib of Beef

or  Salmon
Accompanied by
Minestrone Soup

Roasted Potatoes, Butternut Squash
Lemon Parfait

John Billington?
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 	 Based on the real dog that braved the Atlantic on the Mayflower in 1620 comes 
the story of Grace, who bonds with a young boy along the adventurous journey. The 
Mighty Mastiff of the Mayflower presents a fresh — and furry -- view of one of the most 
famous American stories, as author Peter Arenstam, with beautiful illustrations by Karen 
Busch Holman, tells of Grace’s struggles with new surroundings and the home she left 
behind. 
	 The retail price is $14.99 and the book is aimed at children ages 8-12.  It can 
be ordered from Amazon.com at  http://www.amazon.com/Mighty-Mastiff-Mayflower-
Peter- Arenstam/dp/1609496094 . The Mastiff has his own Facebook page at  http://www.
facebook.com/ TheMightyMastiffOfTheMayflower 
	 Peter Arenstam, the author,  was born on a farm in western Massachusetts 
and grew up near the ocean in Plymouth. He works at the living history museum, 
Plimoth Plantation where he is in charge of the care and upkeep for the reproduction 
ship Mayflower II.  He is the author of the four-book series about Nicholas, the mouse, 
including Nicholas, a Massachusetts Tale; Nicholas, a New Hampshire Tale; Nicholas, a 
Vermont Tale and Nicholas, a Maine Tale. He is also co-author of National Geographic’s 
Mayflower 1620: A New Look at a Pilgrim Voyage. 


