
 

Upcoming Events* 

12	October	
Pilgrim	Monument	
Wampanoag	Day	

17	October	
Mayflower	House	

David	Verme8e	talk	on		
A	Dis&nct	Alient	Race:	New	
England’s	French	Canadians	

November	9  
Compact	Day	

Stoneforge	Tavern	

November	23  
Plymouth,	Mass.	

Thanksgiving	Parade	and	
Illuminate	Thanksgiving	

April,	TBD	
Annual	MeeJng	

24	April	
Plymouth	400	

CommemoraJon	Opening	
Ceremony	

The Compact
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants

New	Members	
They’re joining in record 
numbers! Do you know someone? 
Page 4-5

Register	for	Compact	Day	
Peggy Baker will tell of  her 
surprise connection to US history. 
Page 7

Keeping	Up	With	2020	
How to keep track of  what’s 
happening in 2020. 
Page 9

PeregrinaDon	Pics	
A fabulous time was had by all 
at the Pequot Museum. 
Pages 12-13

The	Brewster	Book	
Manuscript	is	Published	
The	Brewster	Book	Manuscript	has	been	
published,	and	with	it	Mayflower	
scholarship	takes	a	significant	leap	forward.	
Recognizing	the	value	of	this	important	
relic,	the	Massachuse8s	Society	arranged	
with	Mayflower	scholar	Caleb	Johnson	to	
transcribe	this	priceless	piece	of	history	in	
our	possession,	a	manuscript	commonly	
known	as	the	Brewster	book.	

Deeded	to	MSMD	in	1907,	this	small	
wastebook	or	“wast”	book,	was	in	a	fragile	
condiJon	and	required	restoraJon.	It	
contains	notes,	copies	and	transcripJons	of	
le8ers,	genealogical	entries,	and	even	
drawings	by	as	many	as	seven	authors	from	
the	early	1600s	to	1899.	

Caleb	was	greatly	assisted	in	his	work	by	
scholar	Simon	Neale,	who	worked	on	
deciphering	some	of	the	handwriJng	and	
translaJng	some	parts	from	LaJn.	There	
was	great	speculaJon	as	to	who	actually	
contributed	to	this	book,	and	some	
wondered	if	William	Brewster	himself	had,	
though	it	was	clear	that	the	genealogical	
entries	had	been	entered	by	his	son,	
Jonathan	Brewster.	 									 
	 	 	 								Cont.	on	p.	3	

Volume 40, Issue 3 Fall 2019

Photographs by MSMD Captain Cynthia Bailey Brown



V o l u m e  4 0 ,  I s s u e  3  p .  2

 

Officers	and	Board	of	
Assistants	2019-2020  

Governor:	William	F.	Tinney	
Deputy	Governor:	Barbara-Lee	Kelly		
Secretary:	Linda	Coulsey	
Treasurer:	Edith	G.	Bridges	
Historian:	G.	Steven	Brown	
Captain:	Cynthia	Bailey	Brown		
Elder:	Rev.	Dr.	Douglas	K.	Showalter	
Surgeon:	Bruce	R.	Bistrian,	MD,	PhD	
Counselor:	George	L.	Whi&ng,	Jr.,	Esq.	

Assistants	ConDnuing	to	2020	
Robert	C.	Meier	
Deborah	C.	Brownell	
Roseann	Doten	PraP	

Assistants	ConDnuing	to	2021	
Christopher	C.	Child	
Francis	J.	O’Brien	
Chris&ne	M.	Tissot	

Assistants	ConDnuing	to	2022	
Beth	Anderson-Godfrey	
Polly	FitzGerald	KimmiP,	CG®	
Barrie	W.	Young	

ExecuDve	Secretary	 
Virginia	A.	Mucciaccio	

AdministraDve	Assistant	  
Deborah	C.	Brownell	

Genealogist	  
Kathleen	Kaldis	

Compact	is	published	by	the	
Massachuse8s	Society	of		
					Mayflower	Descendants		
175	Derby	Street,	Ste.	13 
Hingham,	MA	02043-4036  
(781)	875-3194		
info@massmayflower.org	

Editor:	Polly	FitzGerald	Kimmi8,	CG®	

The	Massachuse8s	Mayflower	Society	runs	a	fun	and	informaJve	book	
group	that	meets	at	the	Mayflower	House	in	Plymouth	at	10	AM.	
Discussions	are	led	by	Peggy	Baker.	The	next	book	has	not	yet	been	
decided	upon,	but	you	can	check	out	our	website	for	the	latest	news	in	
our	Upcoming	Events	sidebar	on	the	right	side	of	the	home	page.

MSMD Book Group

Our Scholarships and Awards 
Even	though	the	school	year	has	hardly	begun,	
now	is	the	Jme	to	get	students	thinking	about	
applying	for	scholarships!	As	part	of	our	
commemoraJon	of	the	400th	anniversary	of	the	
landing	of	the	Pilgrims,	MSMD	has	established	the	
new		MassachuseTs	Society	of	Mayflower	
Descendants	College	Scholarship.		

This	is	a	four-year	scholarship	of	$1,000	per	year,	
renewable	yearly.	Recipients	must	be	Junior,	Life	
or	Annual	members	of	MSMD.	The	scholarship	

may	be	used	at	any	accredited,	non-profit	college	or	university	in	the	United	
States.	The	award	will	be	based	on	the	following	criteria:	

• High	school	academic	achievement	as	indicated	by	class	standing,	
grade	point	average,	and	awards	

• Extracurricular	acJviJes	
• Original	essay	on	“My	AppreciaJon	of	My	Pilgrim	Heritage"	
• Special	circumstances	of	need.	

The	essay	must	be	between	500	and	1,000	words.	ApplicaJons	should	be	
sent	to	the	MSMD	office	postmarked	before	June	1.	Proof	of	acceptance	
and	enrollment	for	the	coming	academic	year	in	an	eligible	insJtuJon	must	
accompany	the	applicaJon.	

As	in	previous	years	we	will	offer	the	Francis	P.	Sears	Mayflower	Descendant	
Scholarship,	awarded	to	two	students	who	descend	from	a	Mayflower	
passenger	and	a8end	college	or	university	in	one	of	the	New	England	
states.	Further	requirements	are	on	our	website.	

We	also	grant	two	Thanksgiving	Day	Awards	in	recogniJon	of	the	
Wampanoag	NaJon’s	assistance	to	our	Pilgrim	ancestors.	Applicants	must	
be	members	of	the	Wampanoag	NaJon.	The	essay	for	this	award	is	enJtled	
"My	NaJve	American	Heritage.”	The	rest	of	the	requirements	are	on	our	
website.	

For	further	informaJon	and	to	download	forms,	please	visit	our	website	at	
h8ps://www.massmayflower.org	>	Juniors	>	Scholarships.	You	may	also	call	
the	office.	

THE COMPACT
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The	Brewster	Book	Manuscript	is	Published		(cont.	from	p.	1)	

The	original	is	currenly	on	view	at	Pilgrim	Hall	Museum	in	Plymouth.	It	starts	with	le8er	
copies	daJng	from	before	and	around	the	Jme	the	PIlgrims	journeyed	to	New	England	and	

includes	informaJon	wri8en	about	Tisquantum	(Squanto)	before	they	arrived,	
indicaJng	they	already	knew	he	would	be	there.	The	LaJn	contents	were	
from	a	poliJcal	pamplet	by	Tommaso	Campenella	called	“The	SubjugaJon	
of	Belgium	by	Spain.”	The	genealogical	entries	had	been	transcribed	by	
Mayflower	Society	founder	George	Bowman,	and	published	in	the	first	
four	volumes	of	the	Mayflower	Descendant.		

For	a	copy	of	this	fabulous	work,	visit	our	website	store,	or	the	
MSMD	office	in	Hingham.	

One	Sunday	at	the	Sarcophagus:	a	True	Story	
Contributed by MSMD member Karen Dow

Shortly	aser	becoming	a	member	of	
the	General	Society	of	Mayflower	
Descendants	in	2018	I	visited	the	
Sarcophagus	early	on	a	Sunday	
morning.	It	had	finally	hit	me	that	I	
really	was	a	Mayflower	descendant.	
Me,	the	adoptee,	who	for	the	
previous	64	years	had	so	li8le	
connecJon	to	a	birth	family	history,	
that	even	the	term	“blood	line”	had	
to	be	explained.	I	stared	at	my	
ancestor’s	name	––	Thomas	Rogers	
––	on	the	Sarcophagus,	moved	by	
his	courage	and	sacrifices,	but	also	
feeling	a	tad	sorry	for	myself	
because	at	least	three	old	friends	
who	had	known	me	for	many	
decades	as	an	adoptee	with	no	past,	
refused	to	accept	my	new	idenJty,	
much	less	celebrate	the	Mayflower.	

Suddenly	I	was	aware	a	man	and	
two	women	were	standing	behind	
me,	also	staring	at	the	Sarcophagus.	
They	were	silent	and	stood	
respecuully,	paying	tribute.	Finally,	
the	man	approached	me	to	ask	
about	the	monument	in	somewhat	
broken	English,	explaining	that	they	
were	visiJng	from	South	Korea.	I	
explained	its	history	and	meaning,	as	
simply	as	possible,	and	he	translated	
for	the	women.	I	don’t	know	why,	
but	I	suddently	wanted	to	add	
something	personal,	so	I	reached	
over	and	touched	the	name	Thomas	
Rogers.	“He	is	my	ancestor,”	I	said.	

The	man’s	eyes	opened	wide	as	he	
excitedly	translated	for	the	women.	
Next	thing	I	know,	the	women	began	
hugging	me	and	throwing	their	
airms	around	me	(I’m	not	kidding),	
and	were	screeching	and	jumping	up	
and	down	—	totally	enthused,	over	
the	top.	The	man,	also	excited,	said,	
“He’s	your	grandfather?!”	I	kind	of	
chuckled.	“Grandfather,	way,	way,	
way	back,”	I	said.	He	understood.	
“Yes,	ancestor!”	They	were	all	
saying,	“Ancestor,	ancestor!”	the	
women	conJnuing	to	hug	me.	

I	learned	that	they	had	come	to	
Plymouth	because,	as	the	man	put	
it,	“We	are	ChrisJans.	The	Pilgrims––
they	were	great	ChrisJans.	We	
wanted	to	see	where	they	came.	
Who	they	were.”	

The	insisted	on	taking	my	picture,	
then	I	took	theirs.	One	of	the	
women	slipped	a	bracelet	off	her	
wrist	and	onto	mine.	“I	pray	for	you,”	
she	said,	“every	day.”	I	couldn’t	
believe	the	enthusiasm	and	
reverence	from	these	lovely	people.	
They	said	they	were	going	to	a8end	
church,	then	were	headed	back	that	
day	to	South	Korea:	they	had	been	in	
Plymouth	a	week.	

I	visit	the	Sarcophagus	a	lot,	osen	
wearing	that	special	bracelet.	I	feel	a	
profound	connecJon	to	my	
ancestor’s	name	there	atop	Cole’s	
Hill.	And	aser	so	incredible	an	
interacJon	with	three	South	Korean	
tourists,	I	also	feel	an	unexpected	
connecJon	to	our	wider	world.	A	
woman	in	South	Korea	prays	for	me	
––	so	deliriously	happy,	the	last	day	
of	her	own	pilgrimage,	to	have	met	a	
Mayflower	descendant.

Donald Brown, Sue Allen, Simon Neale,  
Donna Curtin, and Caleb Johnson
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THE COMPACT
Melissan	Ann	(Coe) Amante Franklin,	MA John Alden

Constance	Doane Delano Kingston,	MA John Alden

Franklin	Paul Cassarino Saugus,	MA John Alden

Jaclyn	Mary Cassarino Saugus,	MA John Alden

Evelyn	Louis Lunt Springfield,	MA John	 Alden

Sharon	June Pedersen Salem,	MA John	 Alden

Sascha Stanton-Craven Barnet,	VT John	 Alden

William	Eugene Woodman Etters,	PA John	 Alden

Carol	Ann	(McCrum) Quinn Woburn,	MA John	 Alden

Ernest	Ralph Harlow Westford,	MA Isaac Allerton

Richard Mansfield North	Reading,	MA Isaac Allerton

Melissa	(Hartshorn) Phillips Orleans,	MA Isaac Allerton

Grethen	Marie	(Goding) Cramb Duxbury,	MA Isaac Allerton

Victoria	MacMillan	(Plimpton) Babcock Duxbury,	MA Isaac Allerton

Patricia	Estes	(Casey) Shepherd Gloucester,	MA Isaac Allerton

Derek	Walter Gamble Ramsey,	NJ William Bradford

Sara	Beth	(Fowler) Lajoie Mashpee,	MA William Bradford

Laurie	Elizabeth	(Smith) Smith-Frailey Westford,	MA William Brewster

Beverly	Cecelia	(Lannquist) Hamilton Carmel,	CA William Brewster

Rosemary	(Bartlett) Nielson Boston,	MA William Brewster

Carol	Anne	(McFarlin) Rankin Boston,	MA William Brewster

Mauran	Capwell Snow Attleborough	Falls,	MA Peter Brown

Kristen	Claire Anderson Burlington,	MA James Chilton

Hector Margeson Tucson,	AZ James Chilton

Susan	Marie	(Barley) McGarry North	Easton,	MA Francis Cooke

Abigail	Ruth McCullough Los	Angeles,	CA Francis Cooke

Elaine	Marie	(Drake) Brown Chelmsford,	MA Francis Cooke

Justin	Matthew Brown Harvard,	MA Francis Cooke

Scott	Gerald Brown Denver,	CO Francis Cooke

Alison	Marie	(Brown) Cheung Westford,	MA Francis Cooke

Conner	Lewis Duke Norwood,	MA Edward Doty

Gary	Philip Canedy Lakeville,	MA Francis Eaton

Dana	Lois	(McCoy) Anderson Watkinsville,	GA Edward Fuller

Geoffrey	Donald Cardner Norfolk,	MA Edward Fuller

Mark	Proctor Jones North	Attleborough,	MA Edward Fuller

Jean	Marie	(Hopkins) Mahan Charlton,	MA Stephen Hopkins



p .   F a l l  2 0 1 95

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower descendants• 781-875-3194• www.massmayflower.org

Joan	(Willenbrok) Leonard Swampscot,	MA Stephen Hopkins

Stephen	Michael Dings Hingham,	MA Stephen Hopkins

Vondelle	Jean	(Fowler) Fieldsend Peaks	Island,	ME Stephen Hopkins

Judith	Anne	(Hogan) Sheldon Sudbury,	MA Stephen Hopkins

Bernard	Earl	 Donahue Myrtle	Beach,	SC Stephen Hopkins

Thomas	Snow Harmon Eastham,	MA Stephen Hopkins

Richard	Bruce Tabbut Beverly,	MA John Howland

Catherine	Leslie Schutt Melrose,	MA John	 Howland

Barbara	Ellen	(Lombard) Banuk Hanson,	MA John	 Howland

Peter Arenstam Rochester,	MA John	 Howland

Robert	Lindsey Loomis Poway,	CA John	 Howland

Mark	Clifford Douglass South	Salem,	NY John	 Howland

Carol	Angeline	(Ofria) Moylan Milton,	MA John	 Howland

Lois	Ann	(Whitmarsh) Hamilton Gloucester,	MA Richard More

Jennifer	Carol	(Lapham) McClung Frederick,	MD Priscilla Mullins

Lorrie	Louise	 Pierson Oxford	Mills,	ON Degory Priest

Ricki	Sheldon Mucciaccio Arvada,	CO Degory Priest

Ann	Leslie	(Glasgow) Brainerd Amherst,	MA Thomas Rogers

Paula	Marie	(Tranghese) Disa Saint	Petersburg,	FL Thomas Rogers

Roderick	Joseph Fraser Hyde	Park,	MA Thomas Rogers

Kathleen	Anne	(Doherty) Kaldis Leominster,	MA Thomas Rogers

Olivia	Sarah	(Kadiff) Skuse Watertown,	MA Henry Samson

Thomas	Joseph Cashman Concord,	MA George Soule

Stephen	Conway Sargent Marlborough,	MA George Soule

Richard	David Batchelder Boston,	MA Richard Warren

Richard	Alan Ries Quincy,	MA Richard Warren

Lisa	Anne	(Tarleton) Apfel Southbank,	Victoria,	Australia Richard Warren

Mavis	Claire Lemmo Middleborough,	MA Richard Warren

Richard	Howard Pickering Wellfleet,	MA Richard Warren

Cheryl	Ann	(Floyd) Hulslander Fort	Worth,	TX Richard Warren

John	Lawrence Maziarz Framingham,	MA Richard Warren

Scott	Bartlett Anderson Naperville,	IL Richard Warren

Robert	Charles Higgins Oxford,	NJ Richard Warren

Carla	Marie	(Titus) Michals Haverhill,	MA Richard Warren

Edward	George Buck Cambridge,	MA Richard Warren



V o l u m e  4 0 ,  I s s u e  3  p .  6

	

 

THE COMPACT

The	pressure	is	on.	Only	two	thirds	of	the	calendar	year	has	
passed,	but	the	number	of	applicaJons	has	exceeded	all	of	
last	year:	379	for	all	of	2018	and	394	through	the	end	of	
August	of	this	year.	

The	Society	has	hired	genealogist	Kathy	Kaldis,	who	is	
helping	with	the	workload.	Thus	far	we	are	only	running	
three	weeks	of	backlog	at	the	most.	The	numbers	are	only	
a	small	part	of	the	story.	

Non-applicant	inquiries	used	to	trickle	in,	but	now	we	are	
at	about	19	per	week.	Most	are	referred	to	the	General	
Society’s	MLM	(Mayflower	Lineage	Match	@	$75.00).		
Many	sJll	think	of	the	MLM	as	an	applicaJon,	even	though	
every	page	on	the	website	clearly	states	that	it	is	not.	Erin	
is	doing	great	work	on	these.	

For	each	applicant	outside	Massachuse8s,	I	recommend	
the	benefits	of	applying	in	the	state	in	which	they	live.	Past	
responses	were	either	"	My	family	is	in	Mass.,”	or	"It	
happened	in	Plymouth."		This	is	no	longer	the	case.	
Currently	62%	of	the	out	of	state	applicants	have	received	
no	response	from	the	state	society	where	they	live,	or	are	
told	that	they	will	need	to	wait	(x)	years	to	have	their	
applicaJon	considered.	This	is	fully	understandable,	with	
most	state	socieJes	relying	on	volunteer	historians,	many	
of	whom	have	full	Jme	employment	and	a	family	to	take	
care	of	as	well.	We	are	plagued	by	our	own	success.	

With	Thanksgiving	right	
around	the	corner,	and	the	
significant	social	media	
a8enJon	to	the	400th	
anniversary	of	the	Landing	
of	the	Pilgrims,	I	fully	
expect	that	workload	to	
significantly	increase.	We	
are	only	one	of	fisy-three	
member	socieJes.		

The	tsunami	has	hit	the	
office	of	the	Historian	
General.	The	office	is	
buried,	with	over	1,350	applicaJons	at	the	Jme	of	my	last	
visit.	This	is	only	going	to	get	deeper.	The	earliest	that	an	
applicaJon	delivered	to	the	office	of	the	Historian	General	
today	can	possibly	be	approved	is	well	into	2020.	MarJ	and	
the	team	are	doing	all	that	they	can.	There	is	not	much	that	
the	Member	Society	Historians	can	do	to	aid	the	process.	

The	rest	of	the	story:	Massachuse8s	currently	has	57	
papers	out	for	final	signature,	approximately	160	waiJng	at	
the	office	of	the	Historian	General,	over	275	awaiJng	for	
the	applicant	to	supply	documents,	and	22	awaiJng	a	
worksheet	from	the	Member	Society	Historian.	

Peggy	MacLachlan	Baker	is	a	Pilgrim	Thomas	Rogers	researcher	for	the	GSMD	Silver	Books	Project,	
an	Honorary	Life	Member	of	MSMD,	and	Director	Emerita	of	the	Pilgrim	Society	&	Pilgrim	Hall	
Museum.	Aser	several	years	of	intensively	researching	the	descendants	of	Pilgrim	Thomas	Rogers,	
Baker	began	a	casual,	first-Jme-ever	invesJgaJon	of	her	own	much	more	recently-arrived	
ancestors.	Hoping	for	a	“story”	of	her	own,	she	discovered	one	that	was	far	more	complex	and	
interesJng	than	she	could	ever	have	imagined.	Baker	will	discuss	her	surprising	new-found	
connecJon	to	American	history	as	well	as	the	tacJcs	that	led	to	its	discovery.		

Compact Day Speaker Peggy Baker 

An Update from Busy MSMD Historian, Steve Brown
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Compact Day 
Saturday, November 9, 2019 

Featuring Peggy MacLachlan Baker on Stephen Middagh’s Revolution 

Stone Forge Tavern, Raynham, Mass. 
Social Hour: 11:30 am (cash bar) 

Luncheon: 12:30 pm 

MENU 
Minestrone Soup 

Baked Boston Cod or Sirloin Tenderloin Medalions 
Oven-Roasted Potatoes, Butternut Squash 

Rolls, Butter 
Coffee and Tea 

Cranberry-Apple Crisp 
Children’s menu available upon request. 

Vegetarian and Dietary Needs Upon Request 

Name: # Adult, Fish __________ @ $30 $___________ 
 # Adult, Sirloin _________ @ $30 $___________ 
Address:  # Children ___________ @ $15  $___________ 
City:    
   
 I’m paying with PayPal (use MSMD@massmayflower.org)   __________                          Total Enclosed $___________ 

Mayflower Ancestor(s):   
Members:   
Guests:    
    

Mail with payment to: MSMD, 175 Derby St, Suite 13, Hingham, MA 02043-4036. Your reservation must reach our office by 
November 5, 2019. You may also register online at www.massmayflower.org. 

❏ This function will be photographed. If you do not wish your photo to appear in future MSMD publicity, please check here.
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JUNIOR	 SPONSOR	 ANCESTOR	

Owen	Guerrero	Carlson		 Richard	Luis	Guerrero	 William	Brewster	

Gabriel	Charles	Chafetz	Rossini		 David	Bailey	Rossini	 John	Alden	

Craig	Edward	Randall	 Robert	CliGon	Randall	 WilliamWhite	

Lila	Ramona	Flores	 Robert	CliGon	Randall	 William	White	

Remington	Augustus	Day	 Rhoby	Ann	Wayne	Rasch	 Francis	Cooke 

Welcome to Our Newest Junior Members! Mayflower	Scholarship	
Takes	a	Leap	Forward	

MSMD	Assistant	and	Mayflower	
Descendant	Editor	Chris	Child	is	excited	
about	the	new	issue	of	Mayflower	
Descendant	because	he	knows	how	
much	research	has	been	done	on	the	
Pilgrims	and	their	descendants.	

Mayflower	Descendant	is	a	journal	of	
Pilgrim	genealogy	and	history	and	one	
of	the	most	highly	respected	scholarly	
journals	in	the	field	of	genealogy	today.	
It	is	published	twice	per	year,	in	winter	
and	summer.	Each	issue	is	
approximately	100	pages	plus	an	annual	
every-name	index	in	summer.	All	GSMD	
members	may	subscribe	at	a	reduced	
rate	by	visiJng:	h8ps://
shop.americanancestors.org/products/
2019-mayflower-descendant-
subscripJon-gsmd?pass-through=true.	

Meet Our New Assistant Bob Meier 
In	Bob’s	own	words:	

I	was	born	in	Weymouth,	Mass.	in	1946	and	
grew	up	in	Whitman.	I	graduated	from	
Whitman	Hanson	Regional	High	School	in	
1965.	In	1970,	I	graduated	from	Salem	State	
College	with	a	BS	in	Business	Educa&on.	I	
taught	the	1970-71	school	year	at	Silver	Lake	
Regional	High	School	in	Kingston.	

In	1970,	I	passed	the	tests	for	the	
MassachusePs	State	Police	and	entered	the	
State	Police	Academy	in	June	of	1971.	I	graduated	from	the	Academy	in	
September	of	1971	and	was	assigned	to	Troop	“C”	in	Central	Mass.	In	
February	of	1978	I	was	assigned	to	Major	Crime	Unit	at	GHQ	in	Boston.	In	
October	of	that	year,	I	was	transferred	to	“CPAC”,	Crime	Preven&on	and	
Control,	as	an	inves&gator,	for	the	Worcester	County	District	APorney’s	
office.	I	worked	in	that	unit	for	eleven	years	&ll	I	was	promoted	to	Corporal	
and	assigned	back	to	Troop	“C”.		

In	1983	I	received	a	BA	in	Criminal	Jus&ce	from	Anna	Maria	College	in	
Paxton,	MA.	I	re&red	from	the	State	Police	as	a	Sergeant	in	1999,	aier	
twenty-seven	years	on	the	job.	I	was	hired	as	an	insurance	fraud	
inves&gator	by	Amica	Mutual	Insurance	Co.	of	Rhode	Island	and	assigned	
to	the	Greater	Boston	Office	in	Wellesley,	MA.	I	worked	for	Amica	for	
twelve	years	and	re&red,	at	age	64,	as	a	Senior	Inves&gator,	in	2010.		

Bob	has	an	integral	role	in	the	2020	natrualizaJon	cememony	in	
September.	He	is	working	with	the	police	department	to	ensure	we	have	
adequate	security	measures.	We	are	grateful	to	have	Bob	on	the	Board	of	
Assistants!

THE COMPACT

Erratum 
Richard	Dean	McClure’s	surname	was	incorrectly	spelled	as	MMcClure	in	
the	Spring	2019	issue	of	this	newsle8er	on	page	5.	It	should	be	McClure.
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First	published	in	1899	by	George	Ernest	

Bowman,	founder	of	the	Massachuse8s	Society	
of	Mayflower	Descendants,	the	Mayflower	
Descendant	has	long	been	a	highly	regarded	
source	of	scholarship	relaJng	to	Mayflower	

families	and	related	genealogies,	their	origins	in	
England,	and	their	lives	and	places	of	residence	
in	America,	from	the	earliest	se8lements	to	
their	migraJons	north	and	westward.	Under	
NEHGS,	the	Mayflower	Descendant	conJnues	
to	be	a	significant	source	of	genealogical	and	
historical	scholarship	and	maintains	the	historic	
standards	set	by	George	Bowman.	Pictured	at	
les	are	every	Mayflower	Descendant	editor	
since	its	incepJon	except	George	Bowman:	

Alicia	Crane	Williams,	Simon	Neale	(significant	
contributor),	Sco8	Andrew	Bartley,	Caleb	

Johnson,	and	Christopher	Childs.

MSMD	is	just	one	small	sponsor	of	the	
many	services,	tours,	talks,	parJes,	
mariJme	salutes,	restoraJons	and	
celebraJons	across	the	world,	with	
parJcipants	from	Great	Britain	and	the	
Netherlands	included.		

The	best	way	to	stay	in	the	know	is	to	
visit	the	websites	of	some	of	the	major	
players.	Look	for	their	calendar	page	or	
a	dedicated	page	for	events.	If	you	
don’t	use	a	computer,	this	is	an	
excellent	opportunity	to	involve	
younger	family	members	and	friends.	

MSMD:	In	commemoraJon	of	this	
anniversary	we	published	The	Brewster	
Manuscript	Book,	established	a	new	
scholarship,	refurbished	and	explored	
the	Bradford	lot,	and	will	host	a	2020	
naturalizaJon	ceremony	on	September	
16,	2020,	during	the	week	of	the	GSMD	
Congress.	RepresenJng	the	Mayflower	
passengers,	102	costumed	Pilgrims	will	
escort	102	immigrants	to	their	
naturalizaJon		swearing-in	ceremony.	

GSMD:	Be	sure	to	log	in	and	see	GSMD	
plans	for	Congress	week	as	well	as	
individual	states’	projects.	California’s	
Pasadena	Rose	Parade	on	January	1	
will	kick	off	the	year––very	exciJng!	
Visit	www.themayflowersociety.org.	

Plymouth400:	Illuminate	Thanksgiving	
2019	and	2020,	the	CommemoraJon	
Opening	Ceremony,	and	Wampanoag	
Ancestors	walk	are	just	a	few	events	
planned––www.plymouth400inc.org.	

NEHGS:	www.mayflower.American  
Ancestors.org	is	a	resource	for	the	
latest	scholarship	on	the	Pilgrims.	You	
can	meet	the	passengers,	add	your	
name	as	a	descendant,	and	more.	Sign	
up	for	a	tour,	perhaps	the	Mayflower	
EmbarkaJon	tour	to	Plymouth	and	
London	in	late	May/early	June	2020.	

Plimoth	PlantaJon:	As	always,	Plimoth	
PlantaJon	brings	our	ancestors	to	life	
with	their	17th	century	village,	the	
Wampanoag	homesite,	the	Gristmill	
and	Mayflower	II:	www.plimoth.org.	

Pilgrim	Hall	Museum:	Featuring	tours	
of	Burial	Hill,	the	launch	of	a	new	
Pilgrim	Society	publicaJon,	gallery	
displays	of	original	17th-century	
arJfacts.	Visit	www.pilgrimhall.org.	

Mayflower400UK:	Our	friends	across	
the	pond	are	producing	wonderful	
“programmes”	including	a	spectacular	
“Illuminate”	light	display	in	November	
2019.	Their	website	has	informaJve	
maps,	Jmelines,	and	much	more.	Visit	
www.mayflower400UK.org.	

Keeping Up With 2020 Events

Deputy Governor Barbara-Lee Kelly is keeping up!
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The	Bradford	lot	is	a	quarter	acre	plot	
in	Kingston	(previously	part	of	
Plymouth)	deeded	to	MSMD	in	1897	
by	Thomas	Drew.	It	was	part	of	the	
original	twenty	acre	land	grant	to	Gov.	
William	Bradford,	and	the	site	of	the	
dwelling	house	of	his	son,	Major	
Bradford.	

In	1966	James	Dietz	carried	out	an	
archaeological	dig	on	the	property	and	
found	many	arJfacts	that	are	now	in	
the	archives	of	Plimoth	PlantaJon.	

MSMD	recently	had	a	ground-
penetraJng	radar	survey	performed	
on	the	area	by	archaeologist	Craig	
CharJer	who	had	originally	catalogued	
the	arJfacts	found	in	1966.		Mr.	
CharJer	feels	there	may	be	more	
treasures	to	be	unearthed,	and	he	will	
do	a	test	dig	on	the	site	in	the	near	
future.	

The	lot	had	fallen	into	neglect,	but	we	
have	been	coordinaJng	with	Boy	
Scout	Troop	#49	of	Kingston	under	the	
direcJon	of	Scoutmaster,	John	
Bartle8,	and	they	are	keeping	the	lot	
mowed	on	a	regular	basis.	We	are	also	
grateful	to	members	of	the	Bradford	
Compact	for	sprucing	up	the	area	with	
mulch.	

To	prepare	the	lot	for	2020	we	have	
asked	a	surveyor	to	mark	the	
boundaries.	We	will	also	need	to	have	
a	very	large	tree	pruned	or	removed,	
and	perhaps	fence	off	the	lot	to	
prevent	cars	from	driving	over	it	or	
using	it	for	parking.			

In	the	early	20th	century	MSMD	placed	
on	the	site	a	large	boulder	with	a	
bronze	plaque	dedicated	to	Gov.	
William	Bradford	and	his	son,	Major	
William	Bradford.		

The	inscripJon	on	the	plaque	reads:	

“A	porJon	of	the	ancient	estate	of	
William	Bradford,	second	Governor	of	
Plymouth	Colony.	Here	also	lived	his	
son,	William	Bradford	Deputy	
Governor.	Presented	to	the	Society	of	
Mayflower	Descendants	in	the	
Commonwealth	of	Massachuse8s	by	
those	desiring	to	perpetuate	the	
memory	of	their	illustrious	ancestor.	
	1897-1900.”	

THE COMPACT

Please	Support	Our	Efforts

Bradford Lot Improvement for 2020

In	commemoraJon	of	the	400th	anniversary	of	the	landing	
of	the	Pilgrims	upon	our	very	own	shores,	the	Massachu-
se8s	Society	of	Mayflower	Descendants	has	carried	out	
several	large	projects:	we	restored	the	priceless	Brewster	
book,	hired	Caleb	Johnson	and	Simon	Neale	to	digiJze,	
transcribe	and	analyze	it,	and	published	a	splendid	new	
tome	for	academics	and	amateurs	alike.	
We	established	a	new	four-year	$1,000	
per	year	scholarship	that	will	eventually	
reach	four	scholars	per	year.	We	hired	
experts	to	use	ground-penetraJng	radar	
to	invesJgate	a	plot	of	land	occupied	very	early	on	by	the	
Bradford	family	(with	potenJal	grave	sites).	And	finally,	
MSMD	will	host	a	2020	naturalizaJon	ceremony	on	
September	16,	2020,	requiring	strict	and	extremely	
expensive	security	measures.	

Massachuse8s	is	the	largest	of	the	Mayflower	state	
socieJes.	As	our	Historian	describes	on	page	6,	we	are	
being	inundated	with	membership	applicaJons.	This	is	
wonderful	(!)	but	it	does	consume	a	considerable	amount	

of	our	resources––we	have	hired	one	genealogist	and	will	
soon	take	on	another.	

At	the	GBOA	it	was	revealed	that	the	annual	assessment	
will	be	raised	substanJally.	This	increase	is	passed	on	to	
regular	members	but	over	two-thirds	of	our	members	are	

life	members	and	do	not	pay	dues,	the	
result	being	that	it	will	be	necessary	to	
withdraw	from	our	endowment	fund	
$50,000	a	year	for	this	assessment!	

We’ve	got	exciJng	ideas	for	the	years	
to	come:	modernize	the	website,	automate	applicaJons	to	
speed	up	processing	Jme,	throw	a	donor	recepJon,	but	
without	your	help	we	cannot	do	much	more,	as	we	are	
already	stretched	to	the	limit.	When	your	dues	noJce	
comes	around	please	consider	helping	us	create	a	grand	
celebraJon	to	mark	this	extraordinary	occasion.	

Levels:	Donors	(up	to	$100),	Supporters	($100-250),	Patrons	
($250-499),	Benefactors	($500-1,000)	and	George	E.	
Bowman	Society	($1,000+).	Thank	you!!

Thank you!
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All	is	well	here	at	our	Hingham	office!	
ApplicaJons	for	membership	conJnue	
to	arrive	at	a	record-se�ng	pace.	
Historian	Steve	Brown	and	staff	keep	
up	with	the	flow	and	see	no	slowdown	
in	site.	The	Brewster	Book	Manuscript,	
as	you	will	read	in	this	issue	of	The	
Compact,	has	been	published	and	is	
now	for	sale	through	the	MSMD	office	
and	in	our	website	store.	It	was	very	
well	received	at	two	events	held	in	
Plymouth.		

Deputy	Governor	Kelly	conJnues	to	
offer	advice	and	assistance	when	asked	for	it,	and	that	is	osen.	Both	
Barbara	and	I	now	serve	on	the	Pilgrim	MeeJng	House	Board	of	Advisors	
and	it	is	exciJng	to	be	a	part	of	the	restoraJon	and	program	
development.		

Barbara	Kelly	and	I	represented	MSMD	at	the	GSMD	General	Board	of	
Assistants	Congress	in	Denver	where	most	of	the	discussion	centered	on	
an	increased	assessment,	to	be	voted	on	in	September,	2020.	With	
almost	two-thirds	of	MSMD	being	Life	Members,	the	anJcipated	
increase	of	$20.00	per	person	regardless	of	type	of	membership	will	cost	
us	about	$50,000	annually.	Fortunately,	our	Life	Member	dues	are	
invested	well	and	we	shall	be	able	to	meet	the	cost	by	drawing	from	
endowed	funds:	some	smaller	socieJes	will	probably	have	real	financial	
difficulJes.		

Asking	for	contribuJons	is	the	most	difficult	part	of	my	responsibiliJes.	
We	are	excited	about	the	new	MassachuseTs	Society	of	Mayflower	
Descendants	College	Scholarship	starJng	up	in	2020.	This	one	project	I	
take	as	a	most	significant	accomplishment	in	my	Jme	as	governor.	Other	
than	an	MSMD-related	student	scholarship	from	funds	provided	by	the	
Francis	P.	Sears	estate,	we	have	not	had	a	scholarship	of	our	own.	Please	
consider	a	donaJon.	We	also	have	informaJon	available	for	those	
interested	in	estate	planning	or	the	donaJon	of	stocks	or	bonds.	We	are	
facing	two	large	assessments	from	our	Condo	AssociaJon	related	to	
paving	and	irrigaJon	improvements:	the	Bowman	Fund	could	use	some	
bolstering.			

We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	at	Compact	Day.	GSMD	has	offered	a	
series	on	genealogical	research	late	summer	into	this	fall.	Peggy	Baker	
was	the	first	speaker.	Beyond	being	most	informaJve,	her	presentaJon	
had	humor;	she	made	us	all	smile	at	brick	walls.		I	immediately	asked	her	
to	repeat	it	at	Compact	Day.	Plan	on	being	there!	

Governor’s	Message	
In	Memoriam	

Robert Austin 
Charles Baxter 

Vivian Betts, age 92 
Mother Mary Blish, RSCJ, age 91,  

70-year member 
Amelia Bornman 
Sarah Charnley 

Maragene Davidson 
Marvin Eatough 
Nancy Flanagan 

Ernest Ford 
Roberta Fox, age 92 

Ruth Griswold, age 92, 40-year member 
Richard Hamlen, Jr. 

Marian Hills, age 96, 58-year member 
Evelyn Hopkins 
Shirley Kahler 
Judith King 

Virginia Kovach, age 94 
Charleen Lambert 
Gerald Lauderdale 
Cynthia Maxim 

Mary Jane McDonald, age 93 
James McHugh 

Jeanette McLaughlin 
Thomas Moseley, age 93 

Ruth O’Neill 
Carol Porter 

Russell E. Rounds 
Diane Scott 

Priscilla Suriner, age 94 
Mollie-Lue Traggis 

Beatrice Wadland, age 97 
Jeanne Wagner 
Michael Walsh 

Doris A. Wheeler 
Nicholas Whiting 

Frederick Wichman 
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PeregrinaDon	2019:	A	visit	to	the	Mashantucket	Pequot	Museum	in	ConnecDcut	

On	August	7,	MSMD	members	journeyed	individually	or	by	bus	to	the	Mashantucket	Pequot	Museum	in	ConnecJcut.	
Though	it	was	another	sweltering	summer	day,	this	Jme	we	were	spared	because	it	was	all	indoors	and	air	condiJoned.		

We	were	led	on	a	tour	by	a	fine	guide	who	explained	the	displays	and	brought	the	exhibits	to	life.	Workshop	parJcipants	
created	their	own	wampum	bracelet,	pinch	po8ery	or	corn	husk	creaJons.	Lunch	was	enjoyed	at	the	museum’s	café	by	
some	purchasing	and	some	who	brought	their	own	along.	

MSMD	Captain	Cynthia	Bailey	Brown	took	some	beauJful	photographs,	below	and	right	except	for	lower	right,	below,	and	
the	diorama	right.	For	informaJon	about	the	museum’s	holdings	or	to	plan	a	visit,	see	www.pequotmuseum.org.	They	have	
a	great	gis	shop!	

THE COMPACT
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THE COMPACT  
Massachusetts Society of  Mayflower Descendants 
175 Derby St., Ste 13 
Hingham, MA 02043-4036 

THE COMPACT

ADDRESS	SERVICE	REQUESTED

Coming	soon!	

Watch	for	

an	announcement	of	

the	date	and	venue	

for	the	2020 

	Annual	MeeDng.	


