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Governor’s Message Compact Day News New Membership Fees Rocky Nook Imaginings 

Record number of  

applications processed 

Commune on Zoom! 

Saturday, November 21st 

General Society adopts new 

fee schedule 

A Special Feature by 

Andrew Whipple 
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Upcoming Events 

November 21, 2020 
Compact Day 
Zoom Meeting 

1:00 p.m.  

April 14, 2021 
GSMD Heritage  
Week  Breakfast 
Army Navy Club 
Washington, D.C 

Front row: Morgan, Maggie, Mason, and Maisie Murphy, Nancy Mucciaccio True, Tara True Murphy 
Back row: Merrill and Mackenzie Murphy. All are Life members of MSMD. For more pictures of the event, see page 7. 

Welcome Home, Mayflower II! 

Spectators flocked to Plymouth Harbor to witness the return of the iconic Mayflower replica on 

August 10, 2020. After a 3-year restoration, the Mayflower II returned to her berth at State Pier to 
commemorate the 400th anniversary of the 1620 landing of the Pilgrims in Plymouth. 
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Hello,  
 
Here we are in the glorious days of fall in New England.  I relish the 
idea of the coming fall foliage in all of its glory.   
 
Although 2020 has been a disappointment for all of us with so many 
long planned for events being cancelled, we persevere.  Our office in 
Hingham still remains closed to the public, but Ginny, Deb and D., as 
well as your Officers and Board of Assistants, are still hard at work 
keeping things running smoothly. We are processing a record number 
of applications in this special anniversary year. 
 
The one bright light in 2020 has been the long awaited return of May-
flower II to Plymouth. My husband and I were fortunate to watch her 
glide through the Cape Cod Canal in all of her magnificence on her 
way home to Plymouth.  Kudos to Plimoth-Patuxet and Whit Perry 
and his crew of skilled craftsmen who have brought her back to us in 
all of her brilliance.  Every time I drive by the waterfront, seeing her 
there brings hope that better days are coming.  I do hope that you will 
be able to see her very soon here in Plymouth. 
 
John and I took a jaunt to the tip of Cape Cod.  We’ve been going to 
Truro every September for many years and decided to continue this 
tradition, albeit a bit differently!  We visited First Landing, First En-
counter Beach, Corn Hill and many of the nearly empty beaches along 
the Cape Cod National Seashore - Herring Cove, Race Point, and 
Long Point beaches to name a few.  We did not see any sharks, but we 
did watch a humpback whale as he/she breeched continuously.  All 
this was accomplished by wearing masks and social distancing as well 
as keeping away from busy foot traffic areas. 
 
Our in person Compact Day that is usually held in November has been 
cancelled.  However, we will have a special Zoom meeting with our 
Deputy Governor, Polly Kimmitt,  presenting a program on the work 
she does using her expertise in  DNA and her genealogical skills to 
repatriate the remains of U S servicemen to their families.  It promises 
to be a very fascinating presentation.  Don’t miss it. 
 
(For more information about the Compact Day Zoom meeting, see 
page 3.) 
 
I hope and pray that you will be safe and healthy as we look forward 
to 2021.   
 
Barbara-Lee Kelly  
Governor 

 

 

Governor  Barbara-Lee Kelly 

Deputy Governor Polly FitzGerald Kimmitt, CG®  
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Gov. Barbara-Lee Kelly poses at First 

Encounter Beach in Eastham, MA.  
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Compact Day  

Via Zoom 

Saturday, November 21, 2020  

 1:00 p.m. 

Please note: This event is online. You must submit your email address in order to receive an invitation to attend.  

 

  

Polly FitzGerald Kimmitt, Certified Genealogist® will give a presentation titled:  

Relentless Pursuit: Genealogists in Service of Country 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please RSVP by November, 14th 

 

To reserve your spot for this special online event, email the following information to: drcoulsey@verizon.net 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mayflower Passenger: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Governor Barbara-Lee Kelly will send Zoom login information via email shortly after the November 14th deadline. 

 

Polly Kimmitt works 

under contract for 

the United States 

Defense POW/MIA 

Accounting Agency 

(DPAA), assisting in 

the US effort to re-

patriate the remains 

of servicemen who 

were missing or 

killed in action in 

earlier wars. Today, 

more than 81,900 Americans remain missing, 

and of those 75% are in the Indo-Pacific, with 

over half presumed lost at sea.  

The DPAA’s Past Conflict Repatriations 

Branch (PCRB) sends out teams of archaeolo-

gists to recover remains, and brings them back 

to the US for identification and proper buri-

al. Today the most powerful tool of all is at our 

disposal––DNA. Because only certain family 

members have inherited the right kind of DNA 

to make a positive match with the soldier’s 

remains, Kimmitt must construct a genealogical 

tree, moving backwards and forwards in time 

until she locates potential DNA donors.  

In addition, she must determine the legal next 

of kin among all of the living relatives in the 

tree. The culmination of this effort is a military 

funeral with full honors, in the cemetery of the 

family’s choice, and at no cost to them. The 

presentation will cover the US repatriation 

effort, a quick overview of DNA, and a case 

study, showing how genealogy helps in locat-

ing these family members.  

Kimmitt was awarded Certified Genealogist® 

status by the Board of Certification of Genealo-

gists® (BCG) in 2009, and has renewed twice 

since. She is one of eight BCG certificants in 

Massachusetts, six of whom accept clients. In 

addition to repatriation cases she also research-

es DNA cases, and traditional genealogy, with 

specializations on Massachusetts, Mayflower 

and Ireland.   

Polly FitzGerald Kimmitt, 

Certified Genealogist® 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This year due to restrictions caused by Covid-19 we are unable to hold Compact Day in person. Instead we will hold a meeting using the online 
platform called Zoom. By now many of you may be familiar with Zoom, but for those of you who are not, please see “Using Zoom for Online 
Meetings” on page 5.   
 
Governor Barbara-Lee Kelly will conduct a business meeting, which will include a report of the GSMD Special Congress held September 26th 
(also via Zoom). She will discuss the votes taken there, and the implications for our own Society.  
 
A Society-wide vote will take place on a bylaws revision recommended by the Bylaws Committee and approved by the Board of Assistants at their 
September 29th meeting.  
 
Two door prizes will be awarded! 
 

•  One 23andMe "Health and Ancestry" DNA testing kit, valued at $200 

• A silk embroidery of the Mayflower departing Plymouth, England, designed and woven in Macclesfield, Cheshire, Eng-
land. Value unknown! 

 
 Don’t miss this chance to commune with your Pilgrim cousins! 
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JUNIOR                                 SPONSOR    ANCESTOR 
Kathryn Marie Hogan       Joan Sharkey Jacobs    John Alden  
Sarah Donna Cotell         Leslie Holden Dixon   Stephen Hopkins  
Sylvie Marie Raser    Raymond C. Raser    William Brewster  
Ryan Adley Landers       Dianna Landers     William Brewster  
Corey James Kelly    Carla Rae Ashton-Cohen    William Bradford   
Tyler Aaron Kelly          Carla Rae Ashton-Cohen    William Bradford   

Welcome New Juniors! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mayflower Family History Creativity Contest! 

Enjoy a Visit to Plimoth Plantation 

Entry deadline: December 18, 2020 
 
First Prize: $500 
Second Prize: $300 
Third Prize: $100 
 
Prizes offered in each of four age categories.  
 
AGES 5 TO 7: Create a coloring book about 
your ancestors and what you think their life was 
like in 1620. OR Draw a picture chart by plac-
ing a small picture of your ancestors by their 
name. You can start with your ancestor and 
move on to your grandparents, your parents and 
you.  
 
AGES 8-10: Write your own bedtime story 
about your ancestor. OR Fill out your family 
tree so you can see how your ancestors lead to 
you. You may draw your own family tree or 
download a free one from the internet. Start 

with your parents, then your grandparents and 
go backward to your ancestor and his or her 
family. There may be blanks for ancestors you 
don’t know, and that’s okay.  
 
AGES 11-13: Write a story about something an 
older relative has told you about his life, espe-
cially about something that is different from 
what life is like now. OR Write a story about an 
old family heirloom. OR Create a Bingo game 
using your ancestors, the work they did, the 
Mayflower, and what life was like in 1620. 
 
AGES 14 to 18: Write a story about an out-
standing relative. At least 500 words. OR Write 
a week’s worth of diary information about your 
ancestor’s life after their arrival in Plymouth. 
OR Research the food served at the first Har-
vest Festival Thanksgiving. Select one recipe, 
make the dish. Send a picture of it and the reci-
pe. Write a brief summary of whether or not 

you liked the dish. Would you make it again??? 
 
Check your age category to be sure you are 
entering in the correct age group.  
 
To submit your entry, please fill out the follow-
ing information on a piece of paper:  
Your Name. Age. Address. Phone Number. 
What kind of entry you did: Story? Cartoon? 
Game?  
 
Mail this information and your entry to:  
 

Massachusetts Society  
of Mayflower Descendants 

Attention Junior Chairs 
 175 Derby Street, Suite 13 
Hingham MA 02042-4036 

 
Due date: December 18, 2020,  the anniversary 
of the day the Mayflower landed in Plymouth! 

With strict COVID-19 protocols in place, Plimoth Plantation has 
opened many of its exhibits and venues.  
 
WHAT’S OPEN? 
 

• Mayflower II, located at State Pier on the Plymouth water-

front. 

• The Historic Patuxet Wampanoag Homesite (including 

some wetus; our staff will ensure capacity allows for appro-

priate physical distancing) 

• The 17th-Century English Village (including some homes, 

our staff will ensure capacity allows for appropriate physical 

distancing) 

• The Shelby Cullom Davis Gallery, featuring the new exhibi-

tion History in A New Light: Illuminating the Archaeology 

of Plymouth and Patuxet 

• The Craft Center and Museum Shop 

• The Nye Barn and other animal pastures 

• The Hornblower Garden 

New England Harvest Feasts 
Set for November 7, 14, 21, 22, 25, 27,  & 28 

 

 
 
 
 
For updated information, call (508) 746-1622 before your visit.  
Take a savory journey into the past. An evening of entertainment 
and hospitality awaits you as you sit down to a 17th century meal 
filled with the finest food that this season of plenty has to offer. 
Your modern host will guide you through your meal. Visitors 
from the past and experts from today will answer your questions 
about England and Plymouth old and new. During dinner, you 
will be entertained with centuries-old psalms and songs. Perhaps 
you will be convinced to join n singing a round or two! 
 
Price: $55 
 
To learn more or reserve a spot, visit www.plimoth.org. 
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Zoom has become a popular way for people to gather online. 
GSMD and MSMD both use Zoom for meetings. There is no cost 
for participating. 
 
1. THINK AHEAD 
Well ahead of the meeting, think about which device you want to 
use. If you wish to be seen you’ll need a device with a built-in 
camera. Most laptops now have cameras and show a little glow-
ing light when they are activated. If you have a desktop computer 
with no camera try your phone or a tablet. Please keep in mind 
we can only count the votes of those with video!  
 
2. SIGN IN 
About 10-15 minutes before the meeting click the link sent to you 
in the Constant Contact email. You may have to first solve a Cap-
tcha quiz (select all of the crosswalks or bridges, etc.).  
 
If that does not work, copy the link from your email. Open your 
browser (e.g. Chrome, Firefox, Safari, Explorer, MS Edge, etc.) 
Paste the link into the URL window and press enter. 
 
If that did not work, enter https://www.zoom.com into the URL 
bar. If the information does not automatically fill in, enter it by 
hand according to the information on page.  
 
Click “Sign In.”  
 
 
 
 

Please enter your actual name so we can recognize you as a mem-
ber. Pet names like “Honeyboo" and “Wowza1967” for instance 
are not helpful! You will then see the other participants and hope-
fully yourself! 
 
3. ADJUST YOUR SETTINGS 
If you don’t see yourself, click Start “Video,” in the menu along 
the bottom of the Zoom room, and your face will appear (if you 
have a built-in video camera). Explore options to familiarize 
yourself with them before the meeting begins.  
Mute/Unmute. Everyone will be muted once the meeting starts. 
Stop/Start Video. If you turn off video your profile pic shows 
instead. If you have no profile pic, your initials will show. 
Participants: Click to open right sidebar window where you can 
see the names of all participants 
 
Chat: If you want to raise a point or have a question you can type 
it in here. The To: section is set to Everyone by default. It can be 
customized for one specific person. If you have a question for the 
meeting leader, please enter it in the chat window. 
 
Reactions: Only if you want to, but you can click icons to show 
your reactions. 
 
Get really fancy by customizing your background. At the very 
top of the screen, pull down the zoom.us window, then select 
Preferences, then Virtual Background in the left sidebar. You can 
add your own or use the ones they have. 
 

New Membership Fees Announced  

 

On September 26, 2020, the Special Congress of the General Society of 

Mayflower Descendants voted to increase the dues and assessments paid 

by the member societies. 

 

Beginning January 1,  2021 the following fees will be implemented for 

applications to the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants: 

 

LIFE APPLICATION: 

Under 40 years of age  $1,500 

40-59 years of age         $1,250 

60-79 years of age          $1,000 

80 years of age plus          $500 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: 

Application                    $300 

Supplemental                   $250 

 

JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: $100 

 

ANNUAL DUES:           $95 

 

 
 

 Using Zoom for Online Meetings 

New Fee Schedule Adopted 
Bylaws Revised  

Revised Bylaws 

Throughout the summer, the MSMD Bylaws Committee has been hard at 

work researching best practice and the law around non-profit organiza-

tions (501(c)(3)s) and reviewing our bylaws to make sure we remain 

compliant. In the course of the review, as always happens, we discovered 

some passages describing activities we no longer pursue. Of course there 

were also many instances of overly-flowery language. Those have been 

simplified, and other small language problems were cleaned up and clari-

fied, sections re-lettered, etc. We made sure to keep Robert's Rules of 

Order, Revised by our sides, you can be sure. 

The Bylaws Committee brought their recommendations for revisions to 

the Board of Assistants on 29 September. They were reviewed and sever-

al changes were advised. Finally, on 6 October, the Board of Assistants 

voted to recommend these proposed revisions to a vote by MSMD mem-

bership at our Compact Day meeting on 21 November 2020.  

Available at http://bit.ly/MSMDbylaws2020 are three documents. 

The first is our current Bylaws, last revised in 2017. The second docu-

ment shows the changes from previous to recommended bylaws, and 

provides rationale behind the changes. If you just want to review the new 

bylaws without comparing, then the third document is for you. 

Our Compact Day meeting is being held via Zoom this year, and the vote 
will take place online. Once you've had a chance to read these through, 
please join us at our Compact Day meeting and let your voice be heard. 
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At first glance, the Howland property at 
Rocky Nook in Kingston, MA, looks unre-
markable. It’s located along Howlands Lane 
in Kingston, MA,  in a humble spot with 
little to draw attention to it. It is a New Eng-
land mound of packed earth situated in a 
somewhat well-developed coastal neighbor-
hood set back off the road and covered by 
rocks, trees, and dirt. A casual observer 
might simply bypass this site altogether. 
 
But take a closer look. This hill also holds 
memories and artifacts from a bygone era. 

And these gems, buried in the rich dirt of this hill, are cherished by thou-
sands of Mayflower descendants of Elizabeth Tilley and John Howland, 
Pilgrims. Each piece has a story to tell. You see, John and Elizabeth 
Howland lived and raised a family here and this fact transforms a prosaic 
hill into a sacred spot of mystery, awe, and deep appreciation.  
 
Last year, I visited this hill while an archeological dig was unfolding. On 
this particular day, I encountered Ray Duffy, Craig Chartier, Eldon Gay, 
Dick Clary, Judy Macioci, Valerie Feldman, and Tatiana Kamarskaya 
who were volunteering at the site. They are all members or friends of the 
Pilgrim John Howland Society based in Plymouth, MA. 
 
They were all vigorously digging, sifting, and searching for the remnants 
of out-buildings associated with the main house and other buried items. 
While foundation outlines and posthole remnants were the primary inter-
est of these diggers, artifacts from the past like spoons, pins, nails, tobac-
co pipe fragments, clay pot shards, and other items were a hoped for 
bonus! 
 
While I was at the dig, Eldon Gay, the Pilgrim John Howland Society 
Historian and the Rocky Nook dig coordinator, offered me a tour of the 
property as well as the privilege of holding a brick found nearby. This 
brick, I’m told, was quite likely from the original hearth. Its distinctive 
characteristics suggested it was from the early Howland era. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Holding this item, from so many years ago, did something visceral to 
me. As I considered the red clay brick and turned it over in my hands, 
my imagination unfolded as I more deeply contemplated this hand-made 
treasure from the past. For a moment, I found myself transported back in 
time—as if I were in a scene from a science fiction movie—to the last 
time a human hand touched this common construction material in colo-
nial times. 
 
In this timeless moment, I found myself far away from 2019 and stand-
ing amidst the Howland home as the evening meal was prepared in the 
open fireplace. There I stood as young John, Jr., Desire, Hope, Elizabeth, 
Lydia, and Hannah sat around a wooden table while their mother Eliza-
beth busily prepared lamb stew in a large pot hanging on a hinged hook 
dangling over the open flames in the fireplace. I quietly enjoyed observ-
ing my Pilgrim family during their meal-time preparation. 
 
This brick, I imagined, was part of the facade of the hearth and was reg-
ularly touched by members of the family as they carefully tended the fire 
used for cooking and as a heating source in their home. Holding the 
brick, preserved for centuries in the nearby dirt, connected me back to 
my tenth great-grandparents, their children, and the world in which they 
lived. It was thrilling! 
 
In addition to providing connections to the first Howland occupants of 
this homestead, this brick also presented a silent link to another Howland 
ancestor. It turns out, my sixth great-grandmother, Mary Gorham, a John 
Howland descendant, also lived at this homestead. According to Eldon 
Gay, Mary Gorham married, as her 4th husband, Capt. Benjamin Lo-
throp and she was the last descendant of John Howland to live on How-
lands Lane in Kingston, MA.  
 
Evidently, Benjamin Lothrop had earlier married Experience Howland 
as his first wife and purchased the John Howland Homestead from John 
Howland’s grandson, James. This additional connection only added to 
my sense of belonging to the Howland family and to this hallowed site. 
 
The Howland acreage at Rocky Nook in Kingston is indeed quite re-
markable. It’s a sacred place whose mysteries are only slowly being 
uncovered. Perhaps you might take a drive to visit this site or even next 
year you might visit this mound of earth and join other diggers and sift-
ers as they forage about in the rich New England soil in search of pre-
cious artifacts and building foundations. And perhaps a unique Pilgrim 
relic, with a little imagination, might also transport you back to a differ-
ent time and place. 

 

Rocky Nook Imaginings  

By Andrew R. Whipple 

Andrew Whipple (right) poses with John Howland Society 

historian Eldon Gay at the Rocky Nook excavation site. 

Work under way at the Rocky Nook excavation site.  

Photo by Andrew Whipple.  
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Did you know?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life Aboard The Mayflower 

 

The Pilgrims spent 66 days aboard what was 
meant to be a cargo ship.  
 
The Mayflower was not equipped for people to 
make a comfortable passage. Below deck, the 
ceiling was so low, adults could not stand up 
straight. Makeshift “cabins” were built in an 
attempt to create a modicum of privacy.  
 

There were a few books on board for the 
adults to read. Children played games, listened 
to stories, and played with the animals on 
board. 

 
To keep the ship from catching fire, the pas-
sengers were not able to cook their food. They 
mostly ate the same fare day after day:  
 

• moldy cheese 

• salted beef 

• hard biscuits 

• dried beans and peas 

• butter 

• cabbage and porridge 

• fish 
 

There was little clean drinking water availa-

ble, and so all of the passengers, even the chil-

dren, drank beer with their meals. 

 

 

Top: Governor Barbara-Lee Kelly vis-

its the Mayflower II after it arrives in 

Plymouth Harbor.  

 

Right: The masts of the ship lit up in 

the evening after its return to Plymouth 

Harbor. (Photo by Laura McCarthy) 

 

Below: One of many decorated shells 

on display to commemorate the return 

of the Mayflower II. (Photo by Laura 

McCarthy) 

 

Photo of ship on back page also by 

Laura McCarthy. 
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Judith (Dallin) Cutts Henry Samson 

Sara Louise Gervais William Bradford 

Stephanie Juliette Gervais William Bradford 

Susan Louise (Nason) Gervais William Bradford 

Harry Lamar Voorhees Richard Warren 

Phillip Johnson Edward Doty 

William Mood Stephen Hopins 

Sean Christopher Robbins Myles Standish 

James Henry Ellis Stephen Hopkins 

Thomas Paul Jones John Howland 

Joyce Ann Watt John Alden 

Claire Alberta (Lewis) Currier John Alden 

Alan Philip Keane Myles Standish 

David James McRae John Howland 

Bruce Wayne Parks William Bradford 

Tomas Estrada John Alden 

Colin Lewis Francis Cooke 

Kristen Lewis Francis Cooke 

Marguerite Lewis Francis Cooke 

Morgan Lewis Francis Cooke 

Sarah McManus William Bradford 

Robin Lois (Pacheco) LaCroix Richard Warren 

Kevin Scott Lucciarini John Alden 

Deborah (Shaw) Vogt John Alden 

Dava (Miles) Dunn William Bradford 

Justine Marie (Nickerson) McCauley Stephen Hopkins 

Ronald John Michael John Alden 

Wren Minato Andken William Bradford 

Linda Elizabeth (Hatch) DeWolfe Richard Warren 

Alyssa Michelle Michela Richard Warren 

Christopher James Michela Richard Warren 

Justin Matthew Michela Richard Warren 

Karyn Michela Richard Warren 

Laura Annette Michela Richard Warren 

Michelle Anne (DeWolfe) Michela Richard Warren 

Benjamin Hodson Gallup Francis Cooke 

Richard Warren Gallup Francis Cooke 

Richard Kelvin Gallup Francis Cooke 

Steven Craig Gallup Francis Cooke 

Janice Felch (Weeks) Nordstrom Edward Fuller 

David Russell Robinson William Brewster 

Kimberly Suzanne (Robinson) Malo William Brewster 

George Henry Bassett William Brewster 

James Duncan Berry William Bradford 

Kathleen Helen (Dobbins) Gross John Howland 

Courtney Allison (Vanyo) Pescel John Billington 

Carla Rae (Ashton) Ashton-Cohen William Bradford 

Ashley Jordan Herman Myles Standish 

Continued on page 11.  

 

Welcome New Friends of Pilgrims 

 

 

 
 
Robert P. Lowndes of Norfolk, MA, husband of 
the late Cathrine S. Lowndes   
 
Karen Pederson Gallup, of Norfolk, MA, wife of 

Richard Warren Gallup 

Book News!  

John G. Turner’s They 
Knew They Were Pilgrims: 
Plymouth Colony and the 
Contest for American Lib-
erty was released in April 
2020.  
 
Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, the book 

launch event took place virtually.  The au-
thor’s book release presentation is now 
available online through the Pilgrim Hall 
Museum website.   
 
Visit: www.pilgrimhall.org. 
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Marie-Louise Kehoe Named 2020 Commonwealth Heroine 

 
The Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women has named MSMD member Marie-Louise Kehoe a 
Commonwealth Heroine. The honor was bestowed in a virtual celebration June 24, 2020.  
 

According to the MCSW, “Marie-Louise Kehoe has dedicated herself to the betterment of the community in 
her public service as one of the first females elected in the Town of Dedham, beginning in the 1970s when she 
was first elected as a member of the Dedham Select Board. In 1982, with her four children in tow, she knocked 
on every door in the town and was successful in becoming the State Representative of the 11th Norfolk District, 
where she served honorably for 12 years.”  
 
“Her civic engagement continues to this day, where she currently serves on many boards and committees, in-
cluding Chairwoman of Dedham Cable, Dedham Council on Aging, with her dream of a new Senior Center 
now coming to fruition, and as Chair of the historic Old Village Cemetery Restoration Project. Mrs. Kehoe's 
continued commitment and dedication have left a legacy and positive impact that has transformed Dedham into 
the wonderful community it is today.” 
 

The MCSW is an independent state agency that was legislatively created in 1998 to advance women of the 
Commonwealth to full equality in all areas of life and to promote their rights and opportunities. The Commis-
sion provides a voice for Massachusetts women and is comprised of 19 members who are appointed by the Gov-
ernor, Senate President, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Caucus of Women Legislators. 

 
“These acts of public leadership and volunteerism help advance the status of women and girls in Massachusetts in ways big and small, and the col-
lective effort is meaningful. The Commonwealth Heroines of 2020 are truly positive change makers. They may not always make the news, but they 
most assuredly make a difference,” the MCSW wrote.   

Marie-Louise Kehoe 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Member News! 

Vital Support for Vital Records 

Letter Writing Campaign 

The Massachusetts Society for Mayflower Descendants has received a request from Deborah Adduci, Genealogy Group coordinator at the Holmes 

Public Library in Halifax, MA, for participation in a letter-writing campaign regarding a proposal in the 2021 state budget (which hasn't passed yet 

due to COVID) to limit access to vital records. The proposal can be found in Section 42 of the budget. According to Ms. Adduci, Legislative Aide 

Christopher Jean has suggested that a letter-writing campaign could have an impact on removing or editing the proposal, so as to make it accepta-

ble for genealogists to access these important records. A template of the proposed letter appears below.  

Your name 
         Your street address 
         Your city, state and zip code 
 
         Date 
The Honorable Aaron Michlewitz, Chairman 
House Committee on Ways and Means 
State House-Room 243 
Boston, MA  02133 
 
Dear Chairman Michlewitz, 
 
I write today to voice my opposition to Section 42 of Governor Baker’s initial budget, which unnecessarily limits the rights of citizens to obtain public record infor-
mation. As a member of a local genealogical society, I can attest to the fact that this will severely hinder, if not eliminate, our ability to do the work that we do. 
 
(Insert personal reasons and testaments to the importance of the work that you do.) (No limits on words.) 
 
For these reasons, I ask that you please remove Section 42 of the budget, or amend the clause to include genealogical societies in the group of people who can obtain 
the birth, death, and marriage records. 
 

Sincerely, 
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400th Anniversary  

Commemorative Blanket 
 
 
 

Now available for purchase  
 
 

Proceeds from the sale of this blanket will  
benefit the MSMD Scholarship Fund.  

 
 
 Price:  

 
$85.00 for pick up  
• Call (781) 875-3194 to pick up at Hingham office 
• Call  (781) 856-5671 to arrange for pick up at a site 

on Cape Cod 
 
 

$100.00 to have it boxed and shipped anywhere within 
the Continental United States.  

 
 

Scholarship Fundraiser! 

The First Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants College Scholarship Winner's Essay 

By Katherine Joles 

My pilgrim heritage has allowed history to 
become real. Usually, when one reads their 
history textbook, it all seems like a whole 
different world. A world that they have no 
connection to. However, for me, my herit-
age allows me to realize and appreciate 
that it IS the same world, and a world I do 
have a connection to.  

As I read the textbook, I can think to my-
self, "They are my great-great-great grand-
father," or, "What if I have their eyes?" 
That opportunity for connection is so valu-
able to me, and has made me so much 
more interested in history.  

This interest will allow me to change the 
world, because unless we value history, we 
are doomed to repeat it. It is being able to 
appreciate my pilgrim heritage and being 
able to think about these things that makes 
history come alive. 

It also gives me a whole new perspective 
on that period of history. The fact that 
these people survived winters without heat, 
or were able to survive the voyage across  

the Atlantic, and then keep on surviving all 
the way to 2020 through their descendants, 
like myself, is amazing and mind boggling 
to me.  

Not many people are strong enough to 
survive all the things mentioned, and many 
more. It is their strength that allowed me to 
be here today.  

I appreciate that so much, and I hope to 
embody their strength and courage to ex-
plore in order to honor them. Furthermore, 
I also appreciate that I am descended from 
such a brave group of people. There is no 
doubt that it was extraordinarily hard for 
the pilgrims to leave their homes, and to 
venture into the unknown, with the 
knowledge that for most of them, they 
would never be able to return home.  

It is hard enough now to go against what 
the rest of society is doing, or to leave the 
life you know for the unknown, but it was 
much harder then, and I admire that my 
ancestors were able to do so. It is also 
amazing that they believed in something so 
much, and were so determined to have a  

better life that they were willing to risk 
everything.  

Their lives were not great back in the old 
world, however they knew that the new 
world could be much worse. Yet they were 
still courageous enough to risk that. It in-
spires me to want to explore and conquer 
the unknown in order to improve my life, 
much like they did, and this inspiration is 
truly valuable for this next chapter of my 
life. 

In conclusion, the fact that I am descended 
from such strong, courageous, and deter-
mined people is truly inspiring, and I am 
truly so appreciative of that inspiration. 
That inspiration will fuel me in this next 
chapter of my life. I am going to a new 
world (college), much like them, and the 
fact that I have such an amazing heritage 
to inspire and serve as brilliant models for 
me is priceless, and will continue to bene-
fit me for years to come. 

Katherine Joles plans to attend Michigan 
State University where she will major in 
Fisheries and Wildlife.  
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Zachary Andrew Herman Myles Standish 
Brendan Charles Jackson Myles Standish 
Cara Ann Jackson Myles Standish 
Joyce Ann (Tiernan) Jackson Myles Standish 
Christopher Howland MacArthur John Howland 
Sarah Elizabeth 
(Rainwater) Ward John Howland 
Carolyn Louise 
(Bacon) Antoine John Alden 
John Anthony Kent Davies John Howland 
Peter Bulkley Cox Richard Warren 
Rebecca Lee Foreman John Alden 
Alan Lamb Harrington Isaac Allerton 
Wyatt Lamb Harrington Isaac Allerton 
Thomas Middleton Paine Stephen Hopkins 
Anthony Michael Romano William Brewster 
Janice Marilyn (Grew) Brockman Stephen Hopkins 
Bruce Robert Wood Stephen Hopkins 
Jennifer Anne Allard William Bradford 
Robert Allan Cook Francis Cooke 
Elizabeth (Cook) Johnson John Alden 
Donna Lee (Crocker) Sabo William Brewster 
Charles Lockwood Sewall Isaac Allerton 
Linda Dee (Weaver) Wierenga James Chilton 
Christian Morse Habermann William Brewster 
Jonathan Brewster Habermann William Brewster 
Christopher Charles Memoli William Brewster 
Tara A Moylan John Howland 
Elizabeth Bedlow 
(Habermann) Olsen William Brewster 
Christopher Bryant Orchard William Bradford 
Robert Flagg Penfield John Howland 
Jacob Gerald Trovato Myles Standish 
Virginia Marie (Hall) Cruprynski Isaac Allerton 
Jean Marie 
(Collinson) Dorval Stephen Hopkins 
Kimberly Eyre 
(Green) Goldstein William Bradford 
Jennifer Vilas (Hanks) Hanks-Allaire Richard Warren 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Erratum:  
 
On page 3 of the Summer 2020 edition of The Compact, new member Kristin Infante’s name was misspelled Kristine.  

We regret the error.  
 

Kristin Joan (Condon) Russo Thomas Rogers 
May Elizabeth 
(Saunders) Goff Isaac Allerton 

John Ernest Holmes William Brewster 

Jeanne Marie Theresa Hopkins Isaac Allerton 

Jill Diane (Kinney) LaBelle William Brewster 
Catherine Louisa 
(Kinney) Lemire William Brewster 

Vida Harris (Epstein) Poole William White 

David Kent Bliss John Howland 
Lynette Bradford 
(Holt) Elvidge William Bradford 

Christopher Patrick Churchill Isaac Allerton 

Michael Ryan Churchill Isaac Allerton 

Richard Mark Churchill Isaac Allerton 

Richard George Churchill Isaac Allerton 

Michael Sean Dunn John Alden 

Stephen Hopkins Gardiner Stephen Hopkins 

Lori Lee (Bock) Georganna Francis Cooke 

Janice Gildawie John Alden 

Carl Axel Gunderson John Alden 
Juliette Fullerton 
(Rose) Kerr Francis Cooke 

Corliss May (Andrew) Paolino John Alden 

Dorothy Elizabeth Andrews Stephen Hopkins 

Caroline (Stewart) Macon John Alden 

Alice Olivia Child Elinor Billington 

Daniela Child Francis Billington 
Claudia Aloisa 
(Crowell) Incandela William Bradford 

John Maxwell Marshall Stephen Hopkins 

Cindy (Michaud) Pina William Bradford 

Welcome New Members!  
(Continued from page 8) 

 Dr. John D. Alley 

Shirley Bartlett, 93 yrs old 

Marilyn Chambers 

Jean B. Condito 

Glen Gardner 

Constance Haddleton 

Sherlock Herrick, Jr., 96 yrs old 

Alfred W. Jones, 92 yrs old 

Elaine Kronlund 

Cathrine S. Lowndes 

Ina Mish 

Horace Moses III 

Lydia Ogilby 

Jordan Phinney 

Robert V Rice, 95 yrs old 

William Rudolph 

Diana S. Spenski, 94 yrs old; 60 yr member 

Benjamin T. Wright, 98 yrs old; 50 yr member 

Eleanor Tickell 

Clara Tubby 

Elizabeth P. Van Buren, 96 yrs old; 77 yr member 

Donald Weaver 

Marion G. Wood, 96 yrs old 

In Memoriam  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 

Save the Date! 

 
Compact Day 

Saturday, November 21, 2020 

 

The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants will 

hold its annual Compact Day meeting online.  

The event begins at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Please visit http://bit.ly/MSMDbylaws2020   

prior to the meeting to review proposed changes to the  

Bylaws. 

 

Zoom login information will be sent via email. 


