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Remembering the Women of the Mayflower

Elizabeth Barker and young boy are at left  in The Em-
barkation of the Mayflower by Robert Weir

(Excepted from “The Wom-
en Who Came in the May-
flower” by Annie Russell 
Marble. The entire book, 
which is out of copyright, 
can be obtained at no 
cost in a variety of elec-
tronic formats at http://
www.gutenberg.org/eb-
ooks/7252. The book was 
originally published by The 
Pilgrim Press in 1920.  It is 
also available in numerous 
libraries and on Amazon.
com)
   It has been said, with 
some justice, that the Pil-
grims were not remark-
able men, that they lacked 
genius or distinctive per-
sonalities. The same state-
ment may be made about 
the women. They did pos-
sess, as men and women, 
fine qualities for the work 
which they were destined 
to accomplish--remarkable 
energy, faith, purpose, 
courage, and patience. 
These traits were promi-
nent in the leaders, Carver 
and Bradford, Standish and 
Winslow, Brewster and Dr. 
Fuller. As assistants to the 
men in the civic life of the 
colony, there were a few 
women who influenced the 
domestic and social affairs 
of their own and later gen-
erations. From chance re-

cords, wills, inventories and 
traditions their individual 
traits must be discerned, for 
there is scarcely any sequen-
tial, historic record.
   Death claimed some of 
these brave-hearted women 
before the life at Plymouth 
really began. Dorothy May 
Bradford, the daughter of 
Deacon May of the Leyden 
church, came from Wis-
beach, Cambridge; she was 
married to William Bradford 
when she was about sixteen 
years old and was only twen-
ty when she was drowned at 
Cape Cod. Her only child, a 
son, John, was left with her 
father and mother in Holland 
and there was long a tradi-
tion that she mourned griev-
ously at the separation. This 

son came to Plymouth about 
1627 and lived in Marshfield 
and Norwich, Connecticut.
    The tiny pieces of a pad-
ded quilt with faded threads 
of silver and gold, which 
belonged to Rose Standish, 
(now in Pilgrim Hall in 
Plymouth) are fitting rel-
ics of this mystical, delicate 
wife of “the doughty Cap-
tain.” She died January 29, 
1621. She is portrayed in fic-
tion and poetry as proud of 
her husband’s bravery and 
his record as a Lieutenant 
of Queen Elizabeth’s forces 
in aid of the Dutch. She was 
also proud of his reputed, 
and disputed, inheritance 
among the titled families 
of Standish of Standish and 
Standish of Duxbury Hall. 

(For discussion of the ances-
try of Standish, see “Some 
Recent Investigations of the 
Ancestry of Capt. Myles 
Standish,” by Thomas Crud-
das Porteus of Coppell, Lan-
cashire; N. E. Gen. Hist. 
Register, 68; 339-370; also 
in edition, Boston, 1914).
There has been a persistent 
tradition that Rose lived 
on the Isle of Man and was 
married there, but no records 
have been found as proofs.
     In the painting of “The 
Embarkation,” by Robert 
Weir, Elizabeth Barker, the 
young wife of Edward Win-
slow, is attired in gay colors 
and extreme fashion, while 
beside her stands a boy of 
about eight years with a 
canteen strapped over his 
shoulders. It has been stated 
that this is the silver canteen, 
marked “E. W.,” now in the 
cabinet of the Massachu-
setts Historical Society. The 
only record there is (Mas-
sachusetts Historical Soci-
ety Proceedings, iv, 322.) 
“presentation, June, 1870, 
by James Warren, Senr., of 
a silver canteen and pewter 
plate which once belonged 
to Gov. Edward Winslow 
with his  arms  and initials.” 
As Elizabeth Barker, who
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New Members as of June 1, 2012
John Alden

Jeanne Marie (Hemenway) Kerrigan	    Stoughton, MA

William Bradford
Emily Harriet (Foss) Christison 	 Chattanooga, TN
Jeanette Louise (Warner) Laughlin	       Scituate, MA
Kathleen Marie (Smith) Myers             Falls Creek, PA

William Brewster
Marcia Evelyn Howard Connor 	     Plymouth, MA
Jane Wyeth (Webb) Evelyn	                       Dover, MA
Kearons James Whalen, IV	               Somerville, MA

James Chilton
Emily Elizabeth (Jordan) Davis	     Holbrook, MA

Francis Cooke
Margaret Elizabeth (Foley) McKenna        Revere, MA
Alice Theresa (Sylvia) Rose	                     Upland, CA
James Francis Rose	                                 Upland, CA

Edward Fuller
Jill Ann (Jewell) Mathieu	                     Norton, MA
Deborah Joy Plume	                             Plymouth, MA

Stephen Hopkins
Paul Eldon Olson	                     Southern Pines, NC
Lisa Jean Darling Riley	        Marstons Mills, MA

John Howland
Charles Robert Baxter 	        Marstons Mills, MA
Krystal Renee Capolla	      South Yarmouth, MA
Brenda Storrs Hayes	                         East Dennis, MA
John Edward Myers	                            Falls Creek, PA

Thomas Rogers
Lucille Elaine (Higgins) (Tenney) Atkinson   Brooklyn, NY
Nicole Alexandra Robbins	         East Wareham, MA

Henry Samson
Kimberly Elizabeth Morris-Wadleigh	    Falmouth, MA

Myles Standish
David Knowlton Small	           Westborough, MA
Dennis Reginald Smith	                 Plymouth, MA

Resolved White
Susan Elizabeth (Black) Allen	    Wakefield, MA

William White
Caleb John Blankenship	                     Milton, MA
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The Women who Sailed on the Mayflower
From Page One
came from Chatsun or Chester, Eng-
land, to Holland, was married April 
3, 1618 to Winslow, and as she was 
his first wife, the son must have been 
a baby when The Mayflower sailed. 
Moreover, there is no record by Brad-
ford of any child that came with the 
Winslows, except the orphan, Ellen 
More. It has been suggested that the 
latter was of noble lineage.
     Mary Norris, of Newbury in Eng-
land, wife of one of the wealthiest and 
most prominent of the Pilgrims in early 
years, Isaac Allerton, died in February 
of the first winter, leaving two young 
girls, Remember and Mary, and a son, 
Bartholomew or “Bart.” The daugh-
ters married well, Remember to Mo-
ses Maverick of Salem, and Mary to 
Thomas Cushman. Mrs. Allerton gave 
birth to a child that was stillborn while 
on The Mayflower and thus she had less 
strength to endure the hardships which 
followed. (History of the Allerton Fam-
ily; W. S. Allerton, N. Y., 1888.)
      When Bradford, recording the death 
of Katherine Carver, called her a “weak 
woman,” he referred to her health 
which was delicate while she lived at 
Plymouth and could not withstand the 
grief and shock of her husband’s death 
in April. She died the next month. She 
has been called “a gracious woman” in 
another record of her death.  She was 
the sister or sister-in-law of John Rob-
inson, their pastor in England and Hol-
land. Recent investigation has claimed 
that she was first married to George Le-
gatt and later to Carver. (The Colonial, 
I, 46; also Gen. Hist. Reg., 67; 382) Two 
children died and were buried in Hol-
land in 1609 and 1617 and, apparently, 
these were the only children born to the 
Carvers. The maid Lois, who came with 
them on The Mayflower, is supposed to 
have married Francis Eaton, but she 
did not live after 1622. Desire Minter, 
who was also of the Carver household, 
has been the victim of much specula-
tion. Mrs. Jane G. Austin, in her novel, 

“Standish of Standish,” makes her the 
female scapegrace of the colony, jeal-
ous, discontented and quarrelsome. 
Still speculatively, she is portrayed 
as the elder sister and housekeeper 
for John Howland and Elizabeth Til-
ley, after the death of Mistress Carver; 
this is assumed because the first girl 
born to the Howlands was named 
Desire. (Life of Pilgrim Alden; Au-
gustus E. Alden; Boston, 1902.) The 
only known facts about Desire Minter 
are those given by Bradford, “she re-
turned to friends and proved not well, 
and dyed in England.” 
     By research among the Leyden re-
cords, collated by H. M. Dexter, (The 
England and Holland of the Pilgrims) 
the name, Minter, occurs a few times. 
William Minter, the husband of Sarah, 
was associated with the Carvers and 
Chiltons in marriage betrothals and 
was purchaser of a house from Wil-
liam Jeppson, in Leyden, in 1614. 
Another record is of a student at the 
University of Leyden who lived at the 
house of John Minter. Another refer-
ence to Thomas Minter of Sandwich, 
Kent, may furnish a clue. (N. E. Gen. 
Hist. Reg., 45, 56.) Evidently, to some 
of these relatives with property  near 
or distant of kin, Desire Minter re-
turned before 1626.
     Another unmarried woman, who 
survived the first winter, but returned 
to England and died there, was Humil-
ity Cooper. We know little about her 
except that she and Henry Sampson 
were cousins of Edward Tilley and 
his wife. She is also mentioned as a 
relative of Richard Clopton, one of the 
early religious leaders in England. (N. 
E. Gen. Hist.; IV, 108.)
      The “mother” of this group of ma-
trons and maidens, who survived the 
winters of 1621-2, was undoubtedly 
Mistress Mary Brewster. Wife of the 
Elder, she shared his religious faith 
and zeal, and exercised a strong moral 
influence upon the women and chil-
dren. Pastor John Robinson, in a letter 

to Governor Bradford, in 1623, refers to 
“her weake and decayed state of body,” 
but she lived until April 17, 1627, ac-
cording to records in “the Brewster 
Book.” She was only fifty-seven years 
at her death but, as Bradford said with 
tender appreciation, “her great and con-
tinuall labours, with other crosses and 
sorrows, hastened it before y’e time.” 
As Elder Brewster “could fight as well 
as he could pray,” could build his own 
house and till his own land, (The Pil-
grim Republic; John A. Goodwin.) so, 
we may believe, his wife was efficient 
in all domestic ways. When her strength 
failed, it is pleasant to think that she 
accepted graciously the loving assis-
tance of the younger women to whom 
she must have seemed, in her presence, 
like a benediction. Her married life was 
fruitful; five children lived to maturity 
and two or more had died in Holland. 
The Elder was “wise and discreet and 
well-spoken--of a cheerful spirit, so-
ciable and pleasant among his friends, 
undervaluing himself and his abilities 
and sometimes overvaluing others.” 
(Bradford’s History of Plymouth Plan-
tation.) Such a person is sure to be a 
delightful companion. To these attrac-
tive qualities the Elder added another 
proof of tact and wisdom: “He always 
thought it were better for ministers to 
pray oftener and divide their prayers, 
than be long and tedious in the same.”
	 While Mistress Brewster did 
not excel the women of her day, proba-
bly, in education, for to read easily and 
to write were not considered necessary 
graces for even the better-bred classes, 
she could appreciate the thirty-eight 
copies of the Scriptures which were 
found among her husband’s four hun-
dred volumes; these would be familiar 
to her, but the sixty-four books in Latin 
would not be read by the women of her 
day. Fortunately, she did not survive, as 
did her husband, to endure grief from 
the deaths of the daughters, Fear and 
Patience, both of whom died before 
1635. 
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Pages for our Junior Members

Topic Two:  A diary record of life in the colony.

By Samantha Nicolosi, Mattapoisett MA, Age 11

Elizabeth’s Journal

Dear Diary,
Today I leave for Massachusetts.
I just arrived on the boat and there is 102 passengers 
and about 30 crew people.  I am cramped and I’m 
afraid of a harsh winter.  The boat was very small.  The 
weather is nice and I hope that there are no storms.  I’ll 
write back soon.
Elizabeth

Dear Diary,
I am eating my pottage and dry bread.  There are many 
people at the table.  The food may not be perfect but, 
once this journey ends I will have freedom.  I am 
wearing my petticoat.  It is getting very dirty.  This 
boat isn’t the cleanest in the world but it’s all worth 
it.  Soon I shall be a free girl in Massachusetts.  I will 
thank god that I have food in front of me and that I 
have my mother, father, and sister with me.
Fare the well,
Elizabeth

Dear Diary,
I wish there was a hearth, I could be nice and warm.  It 
is a harsh winter.  The air is bitter cold and my teeth 
are chattering.  Many people are sick or ill.  I have 
noticed that people have brought dogs or mousers.
God bye to you,
Elizabeth

Dear Diary,
I only wish I could have a bresh of fresh air and some 
privacy.  Everybody knows who is sick and who is 
healthy.  I never feel like I’m alone.
Good bye to you,
Elizabeth

Dear Diary,
My father has took a turn for the worst and is ill.  I 

hope he will be okay but, with the winter continuing to 
be bitter I don’t know if he will make it out alive.  Oh 
I pray to god he will survive.  I now have to go check 
on him.
Bye,
Elizabeth.

Dear Diary,
Sorry I haven’t been writing.  There is so much going 
on.  I am happy that my father is getting better but, I 
think that Captain Standish good wife, might not make 
it.
Goodbye,
Elizabeth

Dear Diary,
Just what I thought.  Captain Standish’s wife has 
pasted away.  She is the only person who has past.  I 
am lucky that my father has gotten less ill.
Bye,
Elizabeth

Dear Diary,
Of course there is a storm.  It is frezzing cold, damp, 
and the boat is shacking.  When I sleep at night my 
bed rocks like a wooden rocking chair.  I hope the 
storm goes away.
Fare the well,
Elizabeth

Dear Diary,
We are almost at our destination of the “freeland” 
Massachusetts.  My family and I shall be a free family
Good bye
Elizabeth

Dear Diary.
We are very close.  I can almost taste the freedom.  It 
has been many months.  I can’t wait till I have a nice 
bed, privacy, and a hearth.  One more day.

Dear Diary,
I have arrived.  Freedom is mine.  I thank God for the 
Mayflower.
Bye,
Elizabeth

Essay Contest Winners



June 2012                                                           The Compact					                           5

Pages for our Junior Members
Essay Contest Winners

Ed. Note:  The winning essays were transcribed 
exactly from the handwritten originals, including all 
spelling, grammar, and historical errors.
Topic One: A letter to a friend in England about life 
in the New World.

By Angela Leigh MacDonald, age 8, 
of Bridgewater, MA

Good Morrow Elizabeth.
	 The Mayflower ride was horrible.  Our food 
was stale and the water we had was old.
	 Many people were sick and ½ of them died.  
The Mayflower then became a hospital.  We had one 
house by winter.  The winter was cold and wrestless.
	 I helped my mom cook pottage in the hearth.  
Sometimes our mouser begs for food.  We play games 
including Cats Cradle, Quoits, and Naughts and 

Crosses.  We play stool-ball, a game like cricket that 
I played with you in England.  I met people called In-
dians.  They are very nice because they help us hunt, 
plant crops, and they helped us get enough food for a 
three day feast.  Me and the other children served the 
food on wooden plates called trenchers.
	 Life has been difficult but it was all worth it.  
You should come to live here because first of all we 
have no King and freedom to live our lives and have 
our own religion.  I really miss you too.  I wish you 
were here so I could see you. So if you change your 
mind and decide to come to America and live here at 
Plymouth colony I’d be so happy!
	 Fare thee well.
	 Your friend who misses you,
Angela

Mother and daughter work 
on the garden in their new 
home.  From the Plimoth 
Plantation Coloring Book
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James Jackson Doty
Governor 1972-1974

     James Jackson Doty, Former Governor of the Massa-
chusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants, passed away, 
at age 75, on April 17, 2012 at the Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center in Boston. He was the husband of Paula 
(Newell) Doty.  Jim, his mother, son, and grandchildren 
were all Life Members, descendants of John Howland, and, 
to their regret, not of Edward Doty.
     Jim was president of his class at Noble & Greenough 
School  and a graduate of Harvard in 1959, where he 
competed in shot put and hammer throw. He ran the Boston 
Marathon in 1956, finishing 78th.   In 1978, he launched 
the New England Marathon Swimming Association, and 
began swimming long distances in open waters.  He braved 
the tides of Boston Harbor, swam around Cape Ann, raced 
across the lakes of New Hampshire, and twice tried to swim 
the English Channel. He was thwarted by bad weather and 
changing tides, once only six miles from completion. His 
career was chronicled in “The Jim Doty Story” by Robert 
McCormack. Jim was a member of The Country Club in 
Brookline, where he participated for many years on the 
curling team.
     Jim, a fifty-one year member, loved to write notes, often 
signing Jim Doty, 1620. He never lost interest in his heri-
tage or the Massachusetts Mayflower Society. He attended 
board meetings whenever he could.  He will be missed.

Annual Meeting 2012
	 The Massachu-
setts Society of Mayflow-
er Descendants held its 
Annual Meeting on April 
21, 2012 at the Atlantica 
Restaurant overlooking 
beautiful Cohasset Har-
bor.  Bright sun and calm 
temperatures made for a 
picture perfect day for a 
warm and friendly gather-
ing.  Invocation and Grace 
were offered by Chaplain 
Pro-tem Jane Nerney.  
	 Captain Don Nel-
son led us in our Pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag 
of the United States of 
America, and Governor 
Richard Gilmore wel-
comed Governor General 
Bruce MacGunnigle and 
his wife, Kate.
     Jay Lucas presented 
his Historian’s Report and 
Edith Bridges gave her 
Treasurer’s Report and 
Cynthia Tinney talked to 
us about the Junior Mem-
bership Committee. She  
presented delightful little 
Angela MacDonald with 
an award for her essay, 
written from the point of 
view of a child of the pe-
riod.  Well done, Angela.
      We were saddened 
to announce the passing 
of Past Governor James 
Jackson Doty, and Past 
Treasurer Peter Steven-
son. 
	 The following 
officers were sworn in 
by Governor General 
MacGunnigle:  Gover-
nor Richard S. Gilmore; 

Deputy Governor Judith 
Chace Needham, Secre-
tary Alice L. Mohnkern, 
Treasurer Edith Bridges, 
Historian James W. Lucas, 
and Board of Assistants to 
2015 Whitney Clayton, 
Jr., Janice Infante, and 
Alicia Williams.
     We were pleased to have 
Lt. Commander (ret.) Ma-
rie Knowles, USN, with 
us to help her celebrate 
her 101st birthday.
     Governor General 
MacGunnigle spoke at 
length and gave us stories 
of bits of our treasured 
history. He announced 
that the General Society 
would begin scanning all 
its files--applications and 
documents--a huge task 
for nearly 85,000 mem-
bers.
    The following an-
nouncements were given:
  	 Peregrination will 
be held on Wednesday, 
July 18, 2012, and Rich-
ard Pickering of Plimoth 
Plantation will   take us on 
a personal tour of May-
flower II and the Plimoth 
Plantation.
 	 The General Board 
of Assistants meeting will 
be held from September 
6th to the 9th in Mount 
Laurel, New Jersey.
	 Compact Day will 
be held on November 17th 
at Stone Forge in Rayn-
ham.
	 Chaplain Jane Ne-
rney gave the Benedic-
tion.
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Peregrination 2012: A Ship, a Village, and a Picnic
     We invite our Junior 
and regular members to 
join us on July 18, 2012, 
for a day tour that will 
continue to follow the Pil-
grims’ journey in the New 
World.  This year, we will 
be given a private tour 
of Mayflower II, enjoy a 
picnic lunch at the May-
flower House, and will 
conclude our day with a 
private tour of Plimoth 
Plantation.  The tours will 
be led by Richard Picker-
ing, deputy director of Pli-
moth Plantation.
      We will meet at 9:30 
in the parking lot of Plim-
oth Plantation.  A bus will 
then take us to  Mayflower 
II, the Mayflower House 
for lunch, and then back 
to the Plantation. 
     You may bring your 
own lunch or we will pro-

vide sandwiches from 
Blue Blinds Bakery in 
Plymouth.  Water and sn-
acks will be provided.

	 The cost for the 
bus and admissions will 
be $15.00 per person for 
our Junior members and    

$18.00 per person for all 
others. Suggested ages 
are those entering Grade 
1 and above. Minors 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 
     If you have any ques-
tions, you may contact 
Edith Bridges at (781) 
856-5671.
     Those planning to stay 
in the area visit www.
destinationplymouth-
county.org for a list of 
lodging and activities.
     The deadline for res-
ervations is Monday, 
July 2, 2012. 
    Please complete the 
following and send it, 
along with your check 
made payable to MSMD, 
to: MSMD Plymouth 
Tour, 150 Wood Road, 
Suite 103, Braintree, MA 
02184-2511.

The view down the center of  the Pilgrim Village.

CLIP THIS FORM AND MAIL WITH YOUR CHECK BY JULY 2 TO: 
MSMD PLYMOUTH TOUR, 150 Wood Rd. STE. 103, Braintree MA 02184-2511.

Yes, we are coming :  Number of Junior members @ $15.00_________                             Total Cost:  $______
                                    Number of Adult Members @ $18.00__________                           Total Cost:  $______
Sandwiches are $10 each.  These are large sandwiches, and depending on appetites, a sandwich could be shared 
with another person.
Turkey: (cheese, roasted peppers, tomatoes)              Total Number: _______                Total Cost:  $__________
Roast Beef: (cheese, tomatoes, sauce)                        Total Number: _______               Total Cost:  $__________
Fresh Mozzarella Caprese:    (basil, arugula, roasted peppers, tomatoes)     
                                                                                     Total Number:_______                 Total Cost: $__________
Peanut Butter and Jelly …   $6.00		               Total Number:_______                 Total Cost: $__________		
		
				    CHECK NUMBER:________		  TOTAL PAYMENT: $___________
Names of those attending: ____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact’s name and phone number (home and/or cell) or Email address: __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Patron
Peggy Wood Hassan

Supporter
Johnathan Ericson,
in memory of Tamke Eric-
son
Dorothy Wagstaff, in honor 
of Richard Warren

Donor 
Elizabeth R. Hickey, in 
memory of Deane W. Rob-
bins
Robert W. Rose
Nancy A. White

Save
Money;

Get Your
Compact
Sooner

Donors
     You can get your 
Compact sooner, save 
mailing costs, and do a 
favor to the environment 
by opting to receive The 
Compact by email.
     Your Compact will 
arrive before the postal
worker delivers the 
printed copies, and you 
will get the color version 
of the publication.  The 
Adobe PDF version also 
allows for some interact-
ive features not possible

 in the printed ver-
sion.  	     
     All you have to do is 
send your email address 
and an indication that 
you’d like the email 
version to the office at 
msmd@massmayflow-
er.org.
     The file will arrive 
in Adobe pdf format.  
If you do not have the 
reader, it can be ob-
tained free of charge at 
http://www.adobe.com.


