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Priscilla’s Choice 

As Director, now Emerita, of Pilgrim Hall 
Museum, I’ve been “doing” Pilgrims for many, 
many years - reading, writing, talking. I’m 
pretty well embedded in the primary sources 
and, of course, my “Bible” has always been 
William Bradford’s Of Plimoth Plantation.  

But I was taught an object lesson about relying 
only on printed records when, several years 
ago, I went on a “Pilgrim tour” to England led 
by my husband, Jim Baker, a Pilgrim historian 
of some renown.    

During that trip I had a “Wow” moment, a 
moment that gave me a new insight, 
illuminating one face among the one hundred 

and two and bringing it into focus. 
That moment came when I 
encountered in Dorking, Surrey, the 
actual home of the Mullins family 
and their famous daughter Priscilla. 
And the insight was that Priscilla 
was NOT your usual Pilgrim, at 
least not as described by William 
Bradford. 
 
William Bradford tells us about the 
Pilgrims fleeing England and 
emigrating to Leiden in The 
Netherlands. He tells us that they 
decided to leave Leiden and move 
to America because they had to 
work so very hard to support 
themselves. He tells us that as 
Englishmen in Holland they were 
economic and social outsiders, and 
that they wanted better things for 
their children.  The group that 
Bradford writes about was indeed 

the core of the Pilgrim movement. Not all of 
the Mayflower passengers, however, had spent 
time living in exile in Holland. The Mullins 
family, among others, had never before left 
England.  And my visit to the Mullins home in 
Dorking made it clear that Bradford’s picture 
of economic and social struggle did not extend 
to the Mullins family. William Mullins was a 
man of considerable substance. 

The Mullins’ house, which is huge, was 
purchased by Priscilla’s father William in 
1612. It came with outbuildings, and an acre 
and a half of land.  The price was £322, £122 
of which William paid in cash, with a 
mortgage for the remaining £200.  To put this 
in perspective, an agricultural worker in 
England in 1610 would earn 5 pence per day 
during harvest time.  If you do the math (12 
pence to a shilling, 20 shillings to a pound, so 
240 pence in a pound), it would take an 
agricultural worker 5,856 straight days of 
labor to earn £122.  And it would take him a 
further 9,600 days of labor to earn the other 
£200 (without even considering the additional 
interest owed on the mortgage). 
 
In 1620, well-to-do William had a wife named 
Alice and four children. Son William was born 
around 1590/1591; Sara around 1595/1596, 
Priscilla around 1603; and Joseph, who could 
have been born after Priscilla or, equally 
likely, born between Sara and Priscilla, 
making him anywhere from 15 to 20 years old 
at the time of the Mayflower sailing.  We do 
not know if Alice was the mother of William’s 
children.  It is possible that the impetus for the 
purchase of the house in Dorking in 1612 was 
a second marriage for William, to a woman 

The Mullins House in Dorking today is divided into 
separate shops. The original house included all four 
of the brick roof peaks seen here. 

Continued on Page 5 



THANK YOU: Every year our members generously respond to the Annual Fund Campaign, which provides much need-
ed operating funds to keep the MSMD running. This last year was an unusual one for us because of our move. The 
costs of packing and moving, even the costs of disposing or distributing what we did not move, added to our normal 
budget.  The good news is we don’t plan to move again any time soon and we don’t have to pay any more rent! But we 
do need your continued support through the Annual Fund. 

You have probably also recently received fund raising material from the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. 
Those funds are for the operation of the national organization and no state society receives any of their proceeds.  We 
certainly support the General Society and their work, but we hope that members of the Massachusetts Society of May-
flower Descendants will also remember to support our state organization. If you have not already made a contribution 
to the MSMD 2014 Annual Fund, please use the form below 

2014 BENEFACTORS, $500 and More 
Holly & David Bruce, Highland Street 
 Foundation 
Richard Standish Gilmore, Esq. 
David & Marjorie Kelland 
Jonathan Stubbs 
Raimund G. Vanderweil, Jr. 
 
2014 PATRONS, $250-$499 
Elizabeth Jencks Baldarelli, in memory 
 of Clifford R. Jencks 
Carol Parks Bernhardt, in memory of 
 Robert D. Parks 
Arthur C. Hodges 
Elizabeth B. Johnson 
William J. Kalinowski, in memory of 
 Alfred Turner 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Prescott Low 
Clayton S. Robinson,  
 In memory of G. Elliott & 
 Elizabeth H.S. Robinson 
Brewster Sturtevant 
 
2014 SUPPORTERS, $100-$245 
Anonymous  

Anonymous, in memory of Hosea Ballou 
 Hatch 
Lucille Higgins Atkinson  
Bobbi & Chip Benson, in honor of 
 Robert M. Lane, Jr. 
Anita L. Bailey, in honor of Gertrude 
 L.P.M. Sellew 
James W. & Peggy M. Baker  
Helen H. Berkeley  
George C. & Carolyn S. Bingham 
Louis H, Buhrmaster  
William T. Burgin  
Douglas C. Chamberlain  
Shirley M. Clark, in memory of Wilbur 
 Mason Everett 
Edna May Clarke  
C. Whitney Clayton, Jr.  
Alison C. D'Angelo, in memory of 
 Robert & Dorothy Green 
Kate Dimancescu, in memory of 
 Nicholas Dimancescu 
Zelinda Makepeace Douhan  
Dennis M. Doyle, in memory of Roy & 
 Jennie [Cook] Bent 
Carl M. Eifler  

Jane Beal Finlayson, in memory of 
 Gertrude Dauphinee Beal 
Herve Derek Fortin  
David Arthur Gibbs, in memory of Louis 
 Arthur Gibbs 
Natalie S. Goodrich, in memory of 
 Phyllis Soule Murdock 
Constance R. Hanscom  
Jennifer Hartt  
Todd K. Hassett  
Mary Ann Head  
David F Howland  
Rick & Jan Infante  
Elizabeth H. Karr  
Andrew P. Langlois  
G. Webber Lewis, in memory of Natalie 
 Putnam Lewis 
Dale John Lorang, in memory of Inez 
 Leone Leslie 
Mary Jane McDonald  
David B. McKane, in memory of Stanley 
 T. Bennett, II 
Gurdon Howells Metz  
Estelle G. Miller  
 
(continued on page 8) 

2014 Annual Fund Donors (through May; additional donors will be recognized in the next newsletter) 
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Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants, 175 Derby St., Unit 13, Hingham, MA 02043-4036 

My/Our donation to the 2014 Annual Fund is $_______ 

_____ Check enclosed 

_____ I have submitted my donation through PayPal to msmd@massmayflower.org 

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory/Honor of: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Annual Meeting 2014 

April 26, 2014  

Raffael’s at South Shore Country Club 

Featured:  Peggy Baker’s visual presentation 
“One Woman’s Wardrobe: A Rogers Family 
Vignette”   

Photos courtesy of Cynthia Brown 



G reetings, 

 

Thank you for 
supporting my nomination and 
electing me as your Governor of 
Massachusetts Society of 
Mayflower Descendants. I am so 
honored to be included in this 
company of illustrious and 
honorable predecessors  

Our Annual Meeting was held at a 
wonderful site!  As a resident of 
Hingham, MSMD is entitled to use 
this public site with no rental 
charge.  Thank you Virginia 
Mucciaccio, Former Governor and 
Office Administrator;  and Edith 
Bridges, Treasurer, for securing 
South Shore Country Club for this 
special day.   

Following the meeting, many 
dropped by our new offices at lucky 
Unit 13, 175 Derby Street, 
Hingham, to see where our ship has 
now landed. If you missed this 
opportunity, don't despair.  We are 
planning an Open House and  you 
are always welcome to visit us any 
day of the week.  Just call in 
advance to make sure we're in:  

Our next general meeting will be 
Peregrination Day, an interactive 
opportunity to learn Pilgrim 
history.  The Fourth Annual 
Junior Tour and Peregrination 
will be held on Tuesday, July 
22nd.  Boarding Pilgrim Belle, a 
Mississippi style paddle-wheeler, 
the two hour luncheon cruise will 
explore the route taken by the 
Mayflower as it made its way 
into Plymouth Harbor.  Space is 
limited. The registration form is 
on page10 of The Compact; our 

Facebook page and website.  

The Triennial Congress of the 
General Society of Mayflower 
Descendants will be held in 
Plymouth in September.  
Registration Forms are in The 

Mayflower Quarterly, and on the 
General Society’s website. You 
must also register with MSMD by 
calling our office. We hope you will 
also consider being an MSMD 
delegate. 

Finally, you can follow us on 
Facebook (Massachusetts Society 
of Mayflower Descendants) and 
Twitter (@MassMayflower) and 
keep up with all things Mayflower 
related.  A huge thank you to Polly 
Kimmitt for bringing the power of 
social media to Massachusetts 
Society of Mayflower Descendants! 

  

Cordially, 

Judith Chace Needham,  

Governor 

A Message from Our Governor 
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The Compact is published by 
The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants 

175 Derby Street, Unit 13 
Hingham, Massachusetts 02043-4036 

(781) 875-3194 
msmd@massmayflower.org 

Officers 2014-2015 
Governor Judith Chace Needham 

Deputy Governor William F. Tinney 
Secretary Alice L. Mohnkern 
Treasurer Edith G. Bridges 
Historian James W. Lucas 
Captain Donald F. Nelson 

Elder Rev. Nancy Ruth Allen 
Surgeon Bruce R. Bistrian, M.D., Ph.D. 
Counselor George I. Whiting, Jr., Esq. 

Board of Assistants 
Polly F. Kimmitt, C. Whitney Clayton, Jr., Jeffrey A. Northrop 

Janice R. Infante, Cynthia Bailey Brown, 
Alicia Crane Williams, Jane E. Nerney, Elizabeth H. Cleveland.  

Beth Anderson Godfrey 
 

Editor: Patrice V. Hatcher 
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with resources of her own.   

William Mullins appears to have been at least sympathetic to 
the religious Separatists.   

Not only did he voyage on the Mayflower but before then, he 
had been called to account in an English ecclesiastical court 
for unsuitable religious beliefs. Nathaniel Morton, a nephew 
of Bradford who wrote the first history of Plymouth in 1669, 
characterized both of these attributes of Mullins, calling him 
“a man pious and well deserving, endowed also with a 
considerable outward estate.”    

As the daughter of an Englishman with “considerable 
outward estate,” the young Priscilla would still have worked.  
Unlike the Pilgrim girls in Leiden, however, her work would 
have been that of a well-brought-up young woman of a 
prosperous family.  Her education and her skills would have 
been broad.   As the daughter of a man with dissenting 
religious views, she would have learned to read her Bible.  In 
order to equip her to serve as a helpmeet to her future 
husband, presumably of the same merchant class as her 
father, she would have learned to cipher, and to manage 
household and business accounts.  She would have been 
taught the skills needed to provide for her family - 
provisioning, cooking, baking, brewing, sewing, tending 
poultry, planting kitchen gardens and caring for the family 
linens.  She would have learned to raise a family in an 
effective and godly manner, to supervise and instruct servants 
in both the home and the family shop, and to be a gracious 
hostess to visitors and business clients. Priscilla would have 
led a comfortable but a very busy life! 

And yet Priscilla – indeed, most of the Mullins family - left 
this comfortable life behind for, we assume with some 
confidence, the sake of religion. 

There is no historical record of the discussions that took place 
within the Mullins household.  I do believe, however, that 
human nature has not completely changed in the past four 
hundred years.  Have been (many, many decades ago) a 17-
year-old girl, I firmly believe NOBODY makes a 17-year-old 
girl, particularly one with options, drastically change her life 
unless that 17-year-old girl wants to. 

And Priscilla did have options. She could have stayed in 
England with her older married brother, William or her older 
married sister, Sara Blunden,  living a comfortable English 
life in a comfortable English house, and making a good 
marriage to a comfortable stay-at-home young English 
merchant. But she did not. She stepped on board the 
Mayflower with William and Alice Mullins and her brother 
Joseph.  . 

And, when she did, she found herself in a position any 
seventeen-year-old girl would envy.   On board the ship, out 

of one hundred and two passengers, were five teenage girls 
and an estimated fifteen eligible men in their 20’s.   Three of 
the teenage girls – Constance Hopkins, Elizabeth Tilley and 
Mary Chilton – were only about 13 years old.  Too young for 
courtship, they probably made the two girls in their later 
teens, the two truly eligible young women, look even more 
appealing! 
 
So who were these two?   

One was the Carver’s anonymous young maidservant, who 
evidently made little impression on William Bradford.  We 
don’t know her first OR her last name.  In his list of 
Mayflower passengers, Bradford lists “Mr. John Carver, 
Katherine his wife, Desire Minter, and two manservants, John 
Howland, Roger Wilder.  William Latham, a boy, and a 
maidservant and a child that was put to him called Jasper 
More.”   

The only other eligible young woman was Priscilla Mullins. 
Priscilla stood alone, and in more ways than one.  During the 
first winter in Plymouth, the little group of Mayflower 
passengers was devastated by disease.  Priscilla’s parents 
William and Alice, her brother Joseph, even the family’s 
servant Robert Carter, all died. Priscilla undoubtedly joined 
one of the few households left intact, living with either the 
Brewsters, the Billingtons or the Hopkins until her own 
marriage.   
 
Seven of the fifteen Mayflower bachelors also died the first 
winter.  The “eligible male pool” was also, however, enlarged 
by five new widowers.  One, Edward Winslow, promptly 
married the newly-widowed Susannah White.  Widower 
Francis Eaton also soon married.  It seems, by process of 
elimination, that Francis married the anonymous Carver 
maidservant.  Bradford says “Francis Eaton his first wife died 
in the general sickness.  And he married again and his second 
wife died.”  And all this in very short order because Francis 
married yet again, to Christian Penn, and their first child was 
born about 1625.  This left one eligible woman, Priscilla, and 
eleven eligible men.   

In 1621, Phineas Pratt, another young bachelor, joined the 
community and then, later that year, the Fortune arrived with 
six more eligible bachelors and not a single unattached 
woman.  Simply looking at the numbers tells us that Priscilla 
had a choice.    

It also tells us that John Alden was an outstanding young 
man.  He had to be, to win Priscilla!  His “competition,” after 
all, included not only the influential widowers Isaac Allerton 
and William Bradford but Elder William Brewster’s son 
Jonathan, Edward Winslow’s two brothers Gilbert and John 
and, of course, Miles Standish. Priscilla, however, took a 
chance on a fairly unknown and untested young man.  



Priscilla’s Choice  con’t                             by Peggy M. Baker 
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And John lived up to Priscilla’s faith.  The Plymouth 
Colony Records show a man who was extremely well-
respected in his community with an unparalleled record 
of public service.   
 
And Priscilla’s married life?  All we have is a notation 
made by William Bradford in 1651: 

“Mr. Mullins and his wife, his son and 
his servant died the first winter. Only 
his daughter Priscilla survived, and 
married with John Alden; who are both 
living and have eleven children.”  We 
know, therefore, that Priscilla lived at 
least until 1651 and spent the thirty-one 
years after the landing of the Mayflower 
bearing and rearing children and 
managing the Alden household.  When 
William Bradford wrote his account in 
1651, Priscilla’s youngest child, David, 
was only 9 years old.  By then, her 
oldest child, a daughter, was 27, 
married and the mother of five children 
of her own.   

No reference is made to Priscilla at the 
time of John’s death and so we assume 
that she predeceased him.  If, however, 
she managed to live almost as long as 
her husband, giving a “maximum span” 
stretching to 1686, Priscilla would have seen sixty-four 
of her eventual sixty-eight grandchildren born.  It took 
several more generations, however, before one of 
Priscilla’s great-great-great-great-great grandchildren 
would make her a “star.”   

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, a descendent of Priscilla 
twice over, was born in 1807.  One of America’s best 
known and best loved poets, he wrote three great 
American epics: Evangeline (1847), The Song of 
Hiawatha (1855) and The Courtship of Miles Standish 
(1858) along with shorter American history-themed 
poems such as Paul Revere’s Ride (1860).  In the 
Courtship, Longfellow put into verse an old family 
tradition, told earlier in prose and poetry but never with 
Longfellow’s power or grace.  The poem tells of Miles 
Standish, whose inarticulate love for Priscilla leads him 
to ask his friend John Alden to speak to Priscilla on his 
behalf.  Unknown to Miles, John also loved Priscilla.  

John, however, set aside his own feelings and took 
Miles’ proposal to Priscilla.   

Priscilla’s famous response?   

Archly the maiden smiled, and, with eyes overrunning 
with laughter, said, in a tremulous voice, "Why don't 
you speak for yourself, John?" John, of course, 

eventually did speak and the couple married.  
 
With the publication of The Courtship of 
Miles Standish, Priscilla and John became 
“America’s First Couple” overnight.  Even 
today, Priscilla is the best known of the 
individual Mayflower women. 
 
The story is nowhere documented in the 
records of the 17th century.  The answer to “Is 
it true?” can only be “We don’t know.”  A 
more subtle question, however, is “Could it be 
true?”  And to this subjective question, I 
would answer “Yes, I believe so.”  I see 
Priscilla as a young woman who was trained 
and educated to be strong and independent 
and capable, a young woman who had 
options, a young woman who rejected comfort 
and safety and predictability and embraced 
instead the terrifying yet exhilarating 
adventure of beginning life anew in a new 
land.  I believe John Alden, and American, 

truly were Priscilla’s choice.   

NOTE: 
The fifteen (possible) eligible Mayflower bachelors were John 
Alden, John Allerton, Richard Britteridge, Peter Browne, 
Richard Clark, Edward Doty, Thomas English, Richard 
Gardiner, John Goodman, John Howland, Edward Lester, 
Edmund Margesson, George Soule, Thomas Williams and 
Gilbert Winslow. The seven who died the first winter were 
John Allerton, Richard Britteridge, Richard Clark, Thomas 
English, John Goodman, Edmund Margesson and Thomas 
Williams. 

The five newly-eligible widowers were Isaac Allerton, William 
Bradford, Francis Eaton, Miles Standish and Edward 
Winslow. 

The eligible men on board the Fortune were John Adams, 
Jonathon Brewster, Clement Briggs, Thomas Prence, John 
Winslow and William Wright. 

Interior Beams 



to be eligible. 

There is a one-time only 
membership fee of just $75. 

Junior Members do not file 
lineage papers but they may 
choose to transfer to Junior Life 
Membership prior to age 18 or 

after 18 they have the option of 
becoming regular members. In 
both cases, they are required to 
fulfill the lineage requirements. 

The application for Junior 
Membership is available on our 
website at 
www.massmayflower.org and 
from our office in Hingham. 

Junior Membership in the 
Massachusetts Society of 
Mayflower Descendants is 
available for relatives of our 
members. 

You can sponsor a relative for 
junior membership if you are a 
full member. The junior must be 
between the ages of birth and 25 

 

The Gift of Heritage 
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CELEBRATING MEMBERSHIP 
85 Years Members 
Ann C. Stockwell 
80 Years Members 
Nancy P. Brennan 
Jean P. Carey 
75 Years Members 
George A. Ball II 
Dorothy B. Friestedt 
Anne V. Webb 
70 Years Members 
Barbara H. Almy 
Helen G. Fowler 
Sarah R. Horne 
Elizabeth P. VanBuren 
65 Years Members 
Peter H. Flood 
Anna Lee Frolich 
Polly C. Knox 
60 Years Members 
George C. Houser, Jr.  
Cortlandt Van Rensselaer 
John Van Rensselaer 
Carole W. Speth 
55 Years Members 
Kyle H. Caron 
Gail B. Cousins 
Herbert L. Gagnon 
Penelope S. Hare 
Louisa J. Hayward 
Robert H. Hunt, Jr. 
Emily A. Leeds 
Helen C. MacGregor 
Patricia Q. Marx 
50 Years Members 
Robert C. Bray, Jr. 
Laura H. Field 
Anne H. Ganz 
Seth A. Holden  
Linda C. Johnson 

Pauline B. Nutting 
Lois G. Sargent 
Roger C. Smith 
Robert H. Speck, Jr. 
45 Years Members 
Elisabeth J. Alles 
Sandra G. Burns 
Susan S. Calvet 
Leonard E. Curran, Jr. 
Robert Egleston 
Lorena B. Faerber 
Barbara S. Gladston 
Lee H. Higgins 
Leon N. Hunt 
Judy F. Johns 
Prudence D. Joyce 
Robert M. Lane, Jr. 
Bruce D. Mohr 
Susan R. Playfair 
Heather Redfield 
Theresa W. St. Claire 
Daniel C. Tracy 
Richard H.W. Tracy  
Robert C. Tracy 
Theodore C. Tracy 
Cheryl F. Wieland 
Linda W. Wiseman 
40 Years Members 
Stance L. Angle  
Bruce R. Bistrain, M.D., PhD. 
Barbara D. Boothroyd 
Elizabeth M. Brady 
Edward S. Bray 
Barbara M. Correia 
G. Alvin Crowell, Jr. 
Judith E. Fakkel 
Natalie S. Goodrich 
Douglas J. Green 
Susan K. Hilton 

Stuart T. Hall 
Nan B. Jackson 
Robert L. Massard 
Priscilla B. Miller  
Ann T. Morton 
Theodore D. Nellen 
Dr. Hollis W. Plimpton, Jr. 
Guy C. Pratt 
John C. Pratt 
Kimberly W. Pratt 
Charles E. Seaman 
Richard W. Thaler, Jr. 
Thomas W. Thaler 
Joanne M. Tramontozzi 
 
IT’S THEIR BIRTHDAY! 
 
Celebrating 100 YEARS 
Elizabeth H. Cole 
Helen J. Carroll 
 
Celebrating 95 YEARS 
Shirley M. Clarke 
Beverly DeWindt 
Herber L. Gagnon 
M. Emily Johnson 
Jean M. Merrill 
John C. Moore, Jr. 
Charlotte P. Paine 
Miriam S. Simmons 
 
Celebrating 90 YEARS 
Ann D. Arthur 
Nancy P. Brennan 
Joan P. Burroughs 
Shirley T. Christopher 
Justine W. Connolly 
William R. Crosbie 
Janice P. Dorchester 

Meredit W. Eichelberger 
George R. Fearing 
Nancy W. Flanagan 
Mary S. Hafer 
Sylvia M. Harding 
Sherlock Herrick, Jr. 
George A Holmes 
Naomi H. Hopkins 
Edwin M. Knights, M.D.  
Mary R. Lawson 
Margaret D. McCormick 
Rev. John N. McLaughlin 
Thomas C. Moseley 
Keith L. Phinney 
Robert V. Rice 
Henri I. Stahr, Jr. 
Jacqueline S. Staples 
Priscilla P. Suriner 
Richard C. Thomas 
Eleanor H. Tickell 
Elizabeth P. VanBuren 
Dorothy R. Wagstaff 
Barbara W. Wright 
Robert D. Young 
 



Ginny Mucciaccio, in memory of Tina 
 Carmelle True 
Judith Chace Needham  
Donald F. Nelson  
Donald H. Rennie, in memory of  
 Charlotte Hodges Rennie 
John C. Robinson, in memory of 
 Marjorie Payson Nordblom 
Mark Tarbell  
Daniel Grant Tear  
Elizabeth H. Taylor Tompson, in 
 memory of Blanche Harvey 
 Taylor 

Wheaton Wilbar, in memory of 
 Benjamin Dyer Cobb 
William Woodason  
Barbara J. Phillips Wright 
F. Gorham Brigham 
Sarah L. Diamont 
Polly FitsGerald Kimmitt, in memory of 
Priscilla Barnes 
Thomas D. King, Jr. 
Andrew P. Langlois 
 
2014 SUPPORTERS, up to $100 
Jean Parkinson Carey 

Frances K. Moon 
Richard Douglas & Annie Reynolds, in   
 memory Stephens Reynolds 
Michael Studley, Esq. 
Roby Wayne-Rash, in memory of Rhoby 
 A. Wayne 
Doris White, in memory of Evelyn Rich 
 Matthews 
Doris White, in honor of Sara Perrin 
Nancy A. White  
 
.   

The Massachusetts Prostate 
Cancer Coalition (MPCC) has 
announced that the 2014 
Charles Austin Award will be 
presented to William Tinney 
at the 17th annual Massa-
chusetts Prostate Cancer 
Symposium  on May 16th at 
the Newton Marriott. 

The Charles Austin Award was established b the 
MPCC in 2006 and is given to individuals who 
exemplify courage, determination, good humor, 
and devotion to public education in the fight 
against prostate cancer.   

William Tinney, an Abington resident, leads 
monthly support groups at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center and the Dana Farber Center at 
South Shore Hospital.   “Bill’s tireless commit-
ment is a beacon of light for all he serves” said 
Executive Director Mark Kennedy.   

Bill was diagnosed with prostate cancer at 57 and 
it was through a previous Charles Austin Award 
recipient, Tom Farmer, that he was introduced to 
MPCC and the concept of “paying it forward” to 
others who need support, knowledge and encour-
agement. 

Bill serves MSMD as Deputy Governor.    

 

The Triennial Congresses are 
major events with as many as 500 
attendees. In addition to business 
meetings, tours and social events 
are available for delegates and 
their guests. A banquet is held at 
the conclusion of the business 
meeting. 

The Triennial Congress of the 
General Society  of  Mayflower 
Descendants will be held in 
Plymouth in September 2014. 
Each state is allowed a certain 
number of delegates according to 
size of membership. Details of the 
agenda and accompanying events 
will be published in the Mayflower 
Quarterly.   

If you are interested in being 
a Massachusetts Society 
delegate to the 2014 Triennial 
Congress, you must register 
with the Massachusetts 
Society by contacting our 
office (see p. 3 for numbers and 
addresses).  

2014 Annual Fund Donors (continued)  

Award Presented to William Tinney 

General Society Triennial Congress September 2014 
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For those of you who 
don't know me, here's 
a brief bio:  I was the 
last of my family to 
be born in Barrington, 
RI where my 

ancestors had settled about 1650.  The 
family moved to Auburn, 
Massachusetts a year later.  After 
graduating from the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst, I married my 
husband Ken 49 years ago, and 
immediately packed up to move to 
California where Ken completed his 
graduate studies at the University of 
California, Berkeley.  A stint in the 
Army in Military Intelligence during 
the Vietnam years found us stationed in 
Washington, DC at the Pentagon.  Then 
it was back to Southern California, 
Santa Monica, where we raised our 

daughter and son.  Semi-retirement 
time came June 2006, and what better 
place to relocate than Cape Cod!   
At home there was always general talk 
of my dad's Mayflower ancestry.  Did 
my mother know she shared this 
ancestry, too?  It was never mentioned.  
In 2003, I was searching her family tree 
for parents of an "orphaned" Mary 
Reed.  Mary appeared plunked down in 
Bristol, RI, 1739, with no family 
named Reed to claim her.  After 
finding wills and other vital records, I 
soon determined that she was a 5th 
generation descendant of Pilgrim 
Francis Cooke, although the Silver 
Book had confused her with her 
mother, giving my Mary the wrong 
husband.  Six months later, I had 
proven "my" Mary's correct marriage 
and was now a proud member of the 

www.alden.org, 
aldenhouse@verizon.net 

September: Pilgrim John Howland 
Society, Annual Meeting, 
pilgrimjohnhowlandsociety.org 

Other family organization will also be 
holding their annual meetings in 

May 17—December 30th “Plymouth 
Witness to the Civil War”, Exhibit at 
Pilgrim Hall Museum 

July and August: Jones River Village 
Historical Society Summer Breakfasts 
every Sunday, at the Bradford House, 
Kingston, Mass., jrvhs.org0 

August 2: Alden Kindred of America, 
Annual Meeting, Duxbury,  Mass., 

September in conjunction with the 
General Society’s Triennial Congress. 
Information will be published in the 
Mayflower Quarterly. 

November 15 (Saturday), Compact Day, 
Stoneforge Tavern, Raynham 

Back Issues of Mayflower Descendant, Overstock Sale 

Meet Governor  Judith Chase Needham 
Society of Mayflower Descendants in 
the State of California! 

I attended my first MSMD meeting, 
Compact Day 2006, at Stoneforge 
Tavern.  From the podium former 
Governor Wig Pierson announced that 
the Society was always looking for 
volunteers.  I sought him out after the 
meeting, offering my services.  Before 
I knew it, I was Treasurer, serving from 
2007 to 2011 when I elected to the 
position of Deputy Governor.  Jay 
Lucas, MSMD Historian extraordinaire 
helped me file supplementals on John 
Alden, Isaac Allerton, Stephen 
Hopkins, Thomas Rogers and George 
Soule, all courtesy of my dad’s lineage.  
And finally after doing a bit more 
research, I was able to discover a new 
line for my mother, as well as a new 
line of descent for the Society for 
Richard Warren. 

Summer 2014 Events 

The following back issues of The Mayflower Descendant, are 
available from the office for $15 per issue as long as supplies last: 

52:2 (2003) 
53:1 (2004) 
53:2 (2004) 
54:1 (2005) 
54:2 (2005) 
55:2 (2006) 
56:2 (2007) 
57:1 (2008) 
57:2 (2008) 

58:1 (2009) 
58:2 (2009) 
59:2 (2010) 
60:2 (2011) 
61:2 (2012) 
Add $1.50 shipping and handling per 
issue if you are not picking up at the 
office. 
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PayPal 
Orders, donations, and dues, may now 
be paid through PayPal.  It is safe, easy 
and free to sign up if you are not al-
ready a user.  Use our e-mail address: 
msmd@massmayflower.org as the 
send-to party. Please also send an e-
mail to the office letting them know 
what you are ordering. 



Fourth Annual Junior Tour and Peregrination 

 

The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants cordially invites all 
MSMD descendants and Junior members to join us on July 22nd, for our 2014 tour 
which will explore the route taken by the Mayflower as it found its way into 
Plymouth Harbor. This year, we will be taking a lunch cruise on the Pilgrim Belle, 
a Mississippi-style paddle-wheeler. 

We will meet at the boat. The boat is anchored on the same dock as the May-
flower. Go past the Mayflower and the Pilgrim Belle is on the left.  
Parking can be a bit difficult. There are meters along the street and there are also 
parking lots. On Brewster Street (where the Bradford Inn is located) there is a 
parking lot sign. You pay to park using the parking machine. On the Pilgrim Belle 
website www.pilgrimbellecruises.com you will find a parking button. Click on 

that and a map of downtown parking appears. 
Our boarding time is at 11:45 and we will cruise from 12 noon to 2 pm. A box lunch is available for $8.00 or you can bring  
your own (details below) You can have your lunch as the tour gets under way and then you will have the rest of the trip to see every-
thing. There is a cash bar, and one drink is included (water, soda, tea or coffee).  You will receive a drink ticket as you board.  
The cost is $20 per adult and $15 for Juniors, excluding lunch. 
An historian will be hired to give us Pilgrim history, maritime lore and much information about what we will be seeing .  
As we begin our tour we will have a unique view of the ocean side of Mayflower II and Plymouth Rock. 
Across Plymouth Harbor, at the top of Captain's Hill, stands a tower like monument to Captain Miles Standish.  
Coming into view to the left of the tree line is The Forefathers' Monument, a statue erected in 1889, in memory of the Pilgrims.  
Further out into the harbor is Clark's Island and  the Gurnet Lighthouse.  
From the tip of Plymouth beach, we will look out at the Atlantic ocean and  Cape Cod Bay, at the tip of which is Provincetown 
where the Pilgrims first landed. 
Throughout the voyage our historian will fill us in on the many fascinating stories and historical facts about our forefathers, their 
voyage and Plymouth Harbor. 
Please complete the following and send it along with your check made payable to MSMD, or you may use Pay Pal. 

.............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
Clip this form and mail it with your check (or Pay Pal) to be received no later than July 10, 2014 
Yes, we are coming: Number of Junior Members @$15.00 each _____________                 Total Cost:_______________ 
 
    Number of Adults @$20.00 each               _______________        Total Cost:______________ 
 
A box lunch is available for $8.00. The lunch will include a roll-up with lettuce, mayo or mustard, a brownie or cookie and a drink. 
Tuna Salad:      On White _____On Wheat____Lettuce____                                      Total Number ____  Total Cost______ 
Chicken Salad : On White ____  On Wheat___  Lettuce_____                                    Total Number ____  Total Cost______                    
Ham:       On White ______        On Wheat___  Lettuce____  Mustard __Mayo ___ Total Number  ____ Total Cost______ 
Turkey:   On White _______      On Wheat___  Lettuce___    Mustard__Mayo___   Total Number  ____ Total Cost______ 
 
                                         Check   Number______          Total Number:____  Total Cost______    
 
       
Make your check payable to MSMD and send to Massachusetts Mayflower Society   175 Derby St., Suite13   
Hingham MA 02043. 
Or use Pay Pal: Go to paypal.com   Fill in our email address (msmd@massmayflower.org  and  the payment amount. The prompts will take you 
through the process. If you use Pay Pal please let us know by circling the word PAYPAL on this form. 
 
Names of  Those Attending: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Contact name and phone number (home or cell) or email address:________________________________  
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New Members (14 February 2014 – 20 May 2014 ) 
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Dennis Allen Clarke Winchester, MA John Alden 

Patricia (Wedin) Claus Orrington, ME John Alden 

Deborah Lesley Hill South Dartmouth, MA John Alden 

Joan Marjorie (Plant) Motta Fall River, MA John Alden 

Joshua Larry O’Brien Danbury, NH John Alden 

Amy Beth (Horne) Stogner Matthews, NC John Alden 

Elizabeth Colleen Ferrara Alexandria, VA Isaac Allerton 

Deborah Louise Bennett Elfers Wellesley, MA William Bradford 

David Hatch Hosford Southfield, MA William Bradford 

Mary Ellen (Lewis) Letarte Lunenburg, MA William Bradford 

Susan (Boehm) Smith Belmont, MA William Bradford 

Nathaniel Bradford Sides	 Plympton, MA William Bradford 

Kenneth Harris Brown	 Sudbury, MA William Brewster 

Sharon Elizabeth (Donovan) Hart  Abington, MA Francis Cooke 

Eileen Lynn (Schechterle) Lavin Shelburne Falls, MA Francis Cooke 

Duane Brightman Reynolds Harwich, MA Francis Cooke 

Teryn Leigh (Bevan) Weintz Boston, MA Francis Cooke 

Stephen Eric McLane Beverly, MA Edward Doty 

Deborah Christine (Riley) Bottomley North Attleborough, MA Stephen Hopkins 

Robin Mackie Ramsden Feeney Merrimac, MA Stephen Hopkins 

Linda Lou Roghaar Amherst, MA Stephen Hopkins 

Robert Francis Davis Boxford, MA Richard More 

Ann Marie Petrone Concord, MA Thomas Rogers 

Cheryl Ann Petrone Concord, MA Thomas Rogers 

John Joseph White Pelham, MA Thomas Rogers 

Craig Everett Jennings Wakefield, MA Myles Standish 

Ernest Cyrul Sabine, Jr. Arlington, MA Myles Standish 

Robert Lewis Wilkinson New Bedford, MA Myles Standish 

Clayton Elmer Witham Owl’s Head, ME Myles Standish 

Kevin Jan Witham Reading, MA Myles Standish 

James Michael Giovanoni Zionsville, IN Richard Warren 
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Time Sensitive Material 

Fourth Annual Junior Tour and  

Peregrination, July 22nd  

Reservation Form on page 10 


