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The Ancient Estate of Governor William Bradford
by Amy Whorf McGuiggan

Ancient places hold memory. They inspire the notion that if you listen closely enough, you can
connect with ancestors and hear whispers from the past. Such a hallowed ground, embedded
with stories, can be found in the Jones River area of Kingston, just off Route 3A. Suburban life
has encroached on what was once the large estate of Plymouth Colony Governor William
Bradford, but an undeveloped ¼ acre parcel, with a nearly unobstructed view across the
marshes to Plymouth Bay, remains a tangible link to both Bradford and the rural past of our
Pilgrim fathers and mothers.
Mourt’s Relation includes an account of the exploration of the three-mile Jones River – named
for the Mayflower captain Christopher Jones – the “very pleasant river, at full sea a bark of
thirty tons may go up, but at low water scarce our shallop could pass.” The journal notes that
the Pilgrims considered the creek as a “planting” place for the colony but it being too far from
the fishing grounds and too wooded for protection, the Pilgrims chose instead to plant at
Plymouth. Simple houses were constructed along First Street (Leyden Street) and small lots
were granted to the Pilgrim families.
Within a few years of their settlement at Plymouth, families were granted larger tracts of
land for seasonal planting in the outlying areas around Plymouth Bay. Gov. Bradford, who had
been among the Jones River exploring party, was one of those grantees along Stony Brook, a
tributary of the Jones River. The area, now Kingston, remained a part of Plymouth until 1726.
The house that Gov. Bradford built, possibly as early as 1637 – and where, it has been
suggested, he may have penned portions of his history of Plimoth Plantation – was later
occupied by his second son, Major William Bradford (1624-1703) and his large family.
This ancient site should not be confused with the nearby First Period home of Major John
Bradford (1653-1736), the eldest son of Major William and grandson of Gov. William Bradford,
which is now owned by the Jones River Village Historical Society. Interestingly, Major John
Bradford was the last family member in possession of Gov. Bradford’s original manuscript.
Periodically loaned to theologians and historians, the priceless document disappeared
sometime before the American Revolution, was later found in England, and repatriated to
Massachusetts in 1897, the year the General Society of Mayflower Descendants was
established. Continued on Page 5.
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As we enjoy fall and experience colorful leaves and chilly weather, I am
fondly remembering our MA Mayflower outing with Plymouth Charters
during our sold-out cruise. On a perfect New England summer evening
we watched the most beautiful sunset together as we rode around
Plymouth Bay and heard history from our Captain, Noah Petitt.
In a survey we sent to you recently, we learned that members want to
get together more. While everyone enjoys our spring and fall meetings,
more social gatherings were also of great interest. Keep watching our
website and newsletter because our 2026 calendar will offer new adventures to enjoy together.
That said, our Compact fall dinner is approaching capacity, so go online to MassMayflower.org and
register now. This year we will gather at Plimoth Patuxet Museum and dine on a Pilgrim-authentic
harvest feast. Richard Pickering will be there, one of our favorite speakers and a fellow MA Mayflower
society member. This year’s General Board of Assistants meeting was held in San Antonio, TX in the
Menger Hotel next door to the Alamo. Presided over by Governor General Lisa Pennington (a MA
Mayflower member), you will see a few familiar faces in the crowd. MA officers elected by the General
Society Mayflower Descendants (GSMD) to serve were Deputy Governor General Barbara-Lee Kelly
and Assistant Governor Tom Woislaw. Next to them you will see MA Historian Michael Proctor and MA
member Susan Feeley. I also attended as MA Society Governor and a former GSMD 

CAPTAIN NOAH PETITT

Governor General. Keep an eye out for our Book Club meetings in the
Mayflower Society House in Plymouth, coordinated by MA Board of
Assistants member Cynthia Tinney. They are not to be missed!
There is much more to learn about, so read this newsletter carefully and
figure where you fit in. Volunteering is great for MA Mayflower and keeps
us all active!
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Society Highlights & Happenings

Seamless and Secure: Modernizing Your MSMD Membership Experience
We’re excited to share that we’ve completed the next steps with our Membership
Management System (MMS), Wild Apricot. Over the summer, we’ve centralized and brought
key processes online:

Payments - Pay dues, event fees, application fees, and make donations securely in one
place
Applications – Preliminary, Juniors, and Friends of the Pilgrims
Event Registration
Email Communication

Are you one of the 1,176?
That is the number of members in our database that do not have an email associated with
their membership. As our new MMS is email-based, having an email address on file is essential
to ensure you receive important communications about events, newsletters, and annual dues
- we sent the 2026 Dues Notices electronically on October 1st. (Members who do not have an
email address on file were sent the 2026 Dues Notice by USPS mail.) If you’re unsure, we have
an email address on file for you or prefer to continue receiving your Dues Notice by USPS
mail, please let us know at: msmd@massmayflower.org so we can stay connected.

Lighthouse Harbor
Cruise Highlights
Fifty of our members
came together for a
scenic cruise through
the historic waters of
Plymouth Harbor, taking
in its many landmarks
and picturesque
coastline while enjoying
a spectacular sunset.
We received wonderful
feedback — and yes, we
hear you… more events
are coming!
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Announcing the winner of our MSMD Scholarship!
This year’s MSMD Scholarship has been awarded to Marie Andken, a descendant of William Bradford.
Marie is pursuing a degree in Electrical Engineering at the University of Washington. Reflecting on her
Mayflower heritage, Marie shared that the most important lesson she has drawn from Governor
Bradford is “the value of creating something that endures—not for personal recognition, but to benefit
others.” She hopes to carry this forward in her own future—“one grounded in purpose, guided by
values, and open to change.” Congratulations to Marie and all our 2025 scholarship winners.
Speaking of scholarships, our scholarship portal is now open and accepting
applications for our 2026 Scholarships. 
MSMD proudly offers four scholarships annually to Pilgrim and Wampanoag
descendants.

Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants College Scholarship –
deadline May 31, 2026
Francis P. Sears Mayflower Descendant Scholarship – deadline March 31,
2026
Two Thanksgiving Day Awards – deadline April 30, 2026

Visit https://massmayflower.org/scholarships/ to review the requirements and
criteria to determine your eligibility.

MSMD Book Club
When: 10:30 AM on Friday, December 5, 2025
Where: Mayflower House
               4 Winslow Street
               Plymouth, MA 02360
Who: The discussion will be led by David Furlow, retired trial appellate and First 
Amendment lawyer, Founder and Emeritus Editor of the Texas Supreme Court 
Historical Society Journal, Trustee Texas Supreme Court Historical Society, 
Elected member of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, and Member of the 
Pilgrim Hall Museum Board of Trustees. David and his wife, Lisa Pennington,
Mayflower Society Governor General, are currently writing a biography of 
Mayflower Pilgrim Isaac Allerton and the Allerton family.
Samoset, a sagamore of the Wawenock, was the first Indigenous person to make contact with the
colonists of Plimoth—startling them when he greeted them in English. Unlike the local peoples, Samoset
came from Pemaquid, his home village more than 200 miles away in present-day Maine. Pemaquid was
a hub of Indigenous–European interactions in the early 17th century. This is the story of how life for
Samoset and the Wawenock was transformed during his lifetime, as they “endured war, epidemics, and
the profound challenges of a clash of cultures.”
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The Ancient Estate of Governor William Bradford (Cont.)

Portrait of Thomas Bradford Drew
Courtesy of the Kingston Public Library Local

History Collections.

Over time, as portions of the sprawling Bradford
estate were sold off, the ¼ acre parcel – believed
to be the exact spot where Gov. Bradford’s house
stood – remained in the family and came into the
possession of Thomas Bradford Drew by way of a
fortunate, but complicated, descent from Major
William Bradford’s son David. It was Thomas
Bradford Drew who arranged for the parcel, known
then among Mayflower descendants as the
Bradford Meerstead, to be deeded to the
Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants
in September 1897, the year after its founding by
historian George Ernest Bowman.
A seventh generation Drew, Thomas Bradford Drew
was born in Kingston in 1834 and attended the
Kingston schools. He came from a long line of
prominent Kingston shipbuilders, including his
father Job Washburn Drew, but chose instead to
apprentice himself to a Plymouth dental surgeon
when he was eighteen. Though he practiced
dentistry until shortly before his death, he is best
remembered for his contributions to genealogy,
Pilgrim history, and regional Plymouth County
history. Self-taught, he contributed papers to 
historical and genealogical journals, compiled the death records from the ancient Kingston
burial ground, and wrote the seminal histories of his hometown that became the foundation for
any study of Kingston.
When D. Hamilton Hurd (1850-1924) published his monumental historical account of Plymouth
County in 1884, Thomas Bradford Drew contributed the sketch of Kingston, portions of which
he had previously published during Kingston’s 150th anniversary in 1876. He wrote at some
length about the “illustrious person, the Governor of the colony for many years” and his estate
at Jones River. Addressing the lingering doubt as to whether Governor Bradford had actually
lived in Kingston, Drew noted that David Bradford (1757-1840), the great, great-grandson of
Gov. Bradford and the last of the direct descendants to live on the property, believed that the
Governor had resided there. David Bradford, wrote Drew, had pointed out the rise between two
houses and when Francis Drew came into possession of the estate – through that complicated
descent – he “made an examination of the old cellar and found many little relics of household
articles.”
The proceedings of the 150th anniversary celebration had noted that the procession of nearly
one hundred carriages and many people on foot “moved first to the estate formerly owned by 
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The Ancient Estate of Governor William Bradford (Cont.)
Gov. Bradford and his almost equally illustrious son William Bradford, Jr.: passing the cellar of
the house occupied at least by the latter, and also by the last apple-tree of his orchard, a high
top sweeting, set out, it is believed, in 1669, and which in this year of grace, 1876, bears a small
quantity of fair fruit.”
Interest in marking the Bradford homesite with a suitable memorial had first been raised during
the anniversary celebration. Suggestions ranged from a boulder with a bronze tablet to a
structure “like a castle tower of rough stone” that would command a pleasant view of the lands
bordering the bay with a full view of the monument to Myles Standish on Captain’s Hill in
Duxbury.
In 1897 when Thomas Bradford Drew completed his final major work, The Ancient Estate of
Governor William Bradford, the Bradford Meerstead was designated by a simple signboard
bearing the inscription: 
       “This eminence is a portion of the ancient estate of William Bradford, the illustrious 
        Governor of Plymouth Colony, where he had a house before 1637. Here his son, the 
       ‘Honorable Major William Bradford,’ lived and died in the year 1704. Wamsutta, the Indian 
       Chieftain, tarried here just previous to his death in 1662.”
Three years later, in September 1900, more than one hundred Mayflower descendants
gathered at the Bradford homestead to unveil a bronze tablet set in a large boulder. Its
inscription reads:
        “A portion of the ancient estate of William Bradford, Second Governor of Plymouth Colony.    
        Here also lived his son William Bradford Deputy Governor. Presented to the Society of 
        Mayflower Descendants in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts by those desiring to 
       perpetuate the memory of their illustrious ancestor. 1897-1900"

A bronze tablet that marks the exact site of the
Bradford homesite in Kingston.

Bradford Homesite in Kingston with the
memorial stone.
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The Ancient Estate of Governor William Bradford (Cont.)
 Sadly, Thomas Bradford Drew did not live to see the tablet unveiled. He died on May 5,
1898 at his home on North Street in Plymouth. He was survived by his wife and two
children. Said to have been possessed of a wry sense of humor, the modest Thomas
Bradford Drew was very much a Renaissance man with interests that extended beyond
local history. He was affiliated with the local temperance movement and was a
proponent of abolition, numbering among his correspondents William Lloyd Garrison.
He enjoyed oil painting and was considered an excellent cook. Despite being an ardent
Prohibitionist, he made liberal use of rum in his sauces, never naming it but, with a
twinkle in his eye, calling it “that delicious flavoring.” The year before his untimely death,
Drew’s antiquarian interests and scholarship were recognized with his election as
Curator (Librarian) of the venerated Pilgrim Hall, a role that made him widely known,
after a lifetime of research and writing, to historians nationwide.
In 1966, Dr. James Deetz, the historical archeologist who was then the assistant
director at Plimoth Plantation, undertook an excavation of the Bradford site in Kingston.
Where a depression was visible on the surface, the dig located a cellar hole filled with
refuse of 17th century origins. The house that had existed on the site was determined to
be a typical hall and parlor style with a lean-to on the back and a central hearth. A more
recent excavation, in 2019,
made a preliminary conclusion
that the site does, indeed,
have the potential to be the
original Kingston homesite of
Governor William Bradford.
After years of being treated
with indifference, the
Bradford site has recently
been cleared of brush and
non-native plants. Plans are
afoot to give the ancient
parcel a little more attention
and, while being mindful of
and respectful to the
neighbors, to share it
and its beautiful view across
the marshes with more
Mayflower Descendants.

 Band-drawn map of the
Jones River area that was

included in the program for
Kingston’s 150th

anniversary in 1876.
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Celebrating the Power of Volunteers and Supporters
We would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Pastor Nancy Allen and Charles Cook for
generously volunteering their time to scan the many paper applications stored in our office.
Their hard work has played an important role in advancing our digital transition, helping us
operate more efficiently and sustainably.
Thanks to their dedication, we are one step closer to building a stronger, more accessible
future for our organization. This project shows what we can achieve together, and we’re
grateful for every volunteer who shares their time and talents. Join us as we continue building
something lasting. View our volunteer opportunities at: https://massmayflower.org/volunteer/
A special thank-you to our supporters of the George Ernest Bowman Society. Founded in
2014, donations to this fund are prioritized to ensure the strength of our foundation—
supporting the office, its day-to-day functionality, our research library, and the building that
houses it all.
This year, your generosity allowed us to give the office a much-needed refresh: new carpet
upstairs to replace the worn flooring, fresh paint to brighten the space and reflect our
updated color scheme, and even a new water heater (because hot water is always nice to
have!).
Your continued support makes it possible for us to preserve our history while creating a
welcoming and functional space for the work ahead. Together, we are ensuring that the
resources we care for today will serve generations to come.

BENEFACTOR
Christopher M White

PATRON
Thomas and Donna Woislaw, IMO Virginia “Ginny” Mucciaccio

SUPPORTERS
Anonymous

Michael Proctor
Andrew P. Langlois
Lea Sinclaire Filson

Frank and Pat O’Brien
Gary Porter

DONORS
Mr. & Mrs. Bart S. Henson (GSMD Treasurer)

Steven Sawyer, fueling our “Coffee Fund”
IN-KIND

Amy Whorf McGuiggan – The Owl Periodicals of the Wing Family Association
Joyce Alberta (Duval) Prince – Silver Books and other genealogical books

Cynthia Mae (Colomy) Tinney – Past Book Club books

We’re Grateful for your Support!
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Welcome Aboard! 

Approved Supplemental Members

We’re pleased to welcome the newest additions of the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower
Descendants. Whether you're newly approved, transferring from another state society,

joining as a young descendant, or friend, we are honored to have you among us. Thank you
for becoming part of our community dedicated to remembrance education and the

preservation of our shared Pilgrim heritage.

New Members
Samuel Hunter Brown – Brewster
Wilson Brewster Brown – Brewster
Lisa Coolidge – Rogers
Jennifer Meloney (Joyal) Dalrymple – Alden
Dorothy Forbes (Howell) Daugherty – Chilton
Helene Eileithyia Deignan – Hopkins
Rosalyn Claire Dupuis – Bradford
Clemens Pete Bistrian Emptage – Cooke
Merritt Brooke Bistrian  Emptage – Cooke
Joan Jeannette Endres – Brewster
Susan Jane Gagnon – Brown
Sarah Elizabeth Gamble – P Mullins
Donna Marie (Blodgett) Girouard – Hopkins
Debra Mae (Hussey) Golini – Hopkins
Rick Wayne Homans – Brewster
Maryl Francesca Hooper – Alden
Shawn David Larson – Bradford
William Andrew Larson – Bradford
Chanda Brooks (Gurley) McKee – Warren
Jeanne Marie O'Brien – S Fuller
Dean Alan Osborne – Brewster
Jack Harlow Perenick – Warren
Kelli Anne Kilpeck Reed – P White
Emery Collins Bistrian Regan – Cooke
Nora Brooke Bistrian Regan – Cooke
Megan Kristin (Briggs) Reilly – Mullins
Cynthia Jane McAlice Rowles – Warren
Eileen Margaret (Sawyer) Rybski – Bradford
Wayne Philip Southworth, Jr – Howland
Caroline Claire Towse – Bradford
Joshua Sumpter Trevino – R White
Brian Michael Unsworth – Standish

Junior Members
Bailey Aisling Barraford – Billington
  Sponsored by Hilary M Barraford
Brooke Addison Barraford – Billington
  Sponsored by Hilary M Barraford
Callan Scott Barraford – Billington
  Sponsored by Hilary M Barraford
Lena Maria Barraford – Billington
  Sponsored by Hilary M Barraford
Sloane Camille Barraford – Billington
  Sponsored by Hilary M Barraford
Sawyer Slade Kim – Standish
  Sponsored by Clifton Stever Slade
Sienna Ryan McKee – Warren

Elizabeth Ann Watson – Cooke
Dual Members

Lynne Ellen Zalesak – Hopkins, with Texas

  Sponsored by Chanda Gurley McKee 

Friends of the Pilgrims
Hope L Dudek sponsored by Steve Sawyer

Transfers to Massachusetts 

Brad Paul Brooks – More
Sanda Lee (Lambert) Caron – Bradford
Diane Livingston (Statham) Harmon – Howland
Janice Gildawie – Howland
Aiden Laurence Parent – Alden, Brewster
Joanne Carol Pratt – J Chilton
Barry Wade Savary – Warren
Nancy Jean (Briggs) Tooke – Cooke
Robert Wales Trezise – Howland
Clifton Stever Slade – Rogers
William Davis Smith – Soule



In Memoriam
We pause to remember and honor members of our Society who have recently passed
away. Their lives and contributions remain part of our shared legacy, and we extend
our deepest sympathies to their families and loved ones.

Charles “Chuck” Lincoln Bacon, Sr, 6–Year Member
 Anne (nee Tucker) Blake, age 93, 35–Year Member

 Major Alan William Bowers (Retired–USAF), age 88, 10–Year Member
Claire Alberta (nee Lewis) Currier, age 88, 4–Year Member
Janet “Jan” Louise (nee Rogers) Kimball, 10–Year Member

Cheryl Ann (nee Rounsevell) Kuechler, 3–Week Member
Mary “Polly” Felicia (nee Ross) Pflum, age 98, 35–Year Member

Phyllis Adelle Bowers Prescott, age 95, 1–Week Member
William Oldfield, Jr, 30–Year Member

Barbara E. (nee Cunningham) Rogers, 9–Year Member
Nancy Mae Wood, age 97, 10–Year Member

Jean (nee Trainor) Zungola, age 87, 24–Year Member
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Upcoming Events
18th New England Regional Genealogical Conference – October 29th - November 1st – Manchester,
NH. 
With over 70 sessions and workshops, featured speakers, research consultations, libraries, archives,
special collections, and a bustling exhibit hall, the 18th NERGC Conference promises to be an enriching
and engaging event for genealogy enthusiasts of all levels. Held October 29 – November 1, at the
DoubleTree Hotel in Manchester, NH, this conference offers a unique opportunity to advance your
knowledge and research skills, connect with fellow family historians, and gain valuable insights from
renowned experts. MSMD will be there—will you? Volunteer at the MSMD booth and help us share our
mission with fellow family historians. For more information about volunteering with MSMD, email us at
msmd@massmayflower.org. Learn more about the conference and register at: https://nergc.org/

MSMD Compact Day – November 8th – Plymouth, MA
There’s still time to register for our annual Compact Day! We’ll be dining Pilgrim style at the Plimoth
Patuxet Museums with a “Harvest Feast”. You’ll enjoy a menu inspired by Pilgrim-era recipes while
engaging with historical performers who will circulate and guide you through the meal sharing insights
into 17th-century dining customs and table manners. We invite you to not only eat like a pilgrim but
dress like one too if you have the attire. We hope to see you there! Register today at:
https://massmayflower.org/events/ 
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America’s Hometown Thanksgiving Celebration – November 22nd – Plymouth, MA
Held yearly the weekend before Thanksgiving, America’s Hometown Thanksgiving Celebration
(AHTC) is a three-day celebration full of events for all ages. The parade, taking place on
Saturday commences at 10:00 AM at Plymouth Rock after Opening Ceremonies at 9:00 AM.
Themed floats portraying the Pilgrim Story and subsequent events of following generations, it’s
the only historically accurate chronological parade in America and is ranked #1 in the Nation.
Other events scheduled throughout the weekend include musical offerings Friday night;
children’s activities, food trucks, a beer and wine tent on Saturday; and a Farmer’s Market on
Sunday. Learn more at: https://usathanksgiving.com/
GSMD 11-Day Pilgrims Origins Tour to the UK– September 26 - October 6, 2026 – Register
Today!
Walk in the footsteps of our Mayflower Ancestors on this all new 11-day tour of England,
designed especially for General Society of Mayflower Descendants members. All members,
friends and guests are welcome. Highlights include Southwark Cathedral, Rotherhithe, St.
Mary’s Church, Tower of London, Highclere Castle, Canterbury, St. Augustine’s Abbey,
Cambridge and more sacred sites connected to the Mayflower passengers. There is limited
capacity and will book first come, first served. Early Enrollment and 1st Payment Deadline
October 30, 2025. Learn more and secure your space at:
https://feattravel.com/account/#/register/mayflower2026

Upcoming Events (Cont.)
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