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Maidens and Mothers:
Remembering the Ladies
Amy Whorf McGuiggan

When Abigail Adams, in her famous
1776 letter, urged her husband John to
not forget the nation’s women in the
new code of laws, she was voicing
frustration with the doctrine of
coverture, the legal principle that a
married woman did not exist as an
individual. A married woman was
barred from owning property, entering
into contracts or from obtaining an
education without her husband’s
permission. Whatever wages she
earned were not her own and even
decisions that impacted her children
were not hers to make. “Remember the
Ladies,” wrote Abigail, “and be more
generous and favourable to them than
your ancestors.”

Continued on Page 4



We welcome Jane Ordway Carman to our MSMD staff. As Executive Director and historian, she has begun
historian training with new Historian General Allie Golan and Executive Director training with our newly titled
Executive Director Emerita Ginny Mucciaccio. Ginny will continue her duties alongside Jane to ensure a smooth
transition. Once complete, Ginny will take on other duties that are needed until she retires.
We say goodbye to Pilgrim scholar and historian Jeremy Bangs, who will be sorely missed not only for his
intelligence and wit but for his dry sense of humor. Look for an article about him as well as a photo essay in the
pages of this newsletter. We send our deepest condolences to
Tommie, his wife. A memorial service for him will take place at the Mayflower Meetinghouse on October 29th at
1:30 p.m. followed by a reception at the Church of the Pilgrimage, both in Plymouth.
Our book club is very popular due to the planning of Officer Cynthia Tinney as well as the compelling
discussions by Peg Baker. Peg is taking a break while involving herself with a committee working on the
upcoming Revolutionary War anniversary. We thank her for all her service to our society. She is so important to
MSMD that she is an honorary member for life. We are actively looking for those who wish to donate time to a
Massachusetts Society committee or seek a position on the board. If you have an interest in becoming more
involved with MSMD, contact Jane or Ginny at msmd@massmayflower.org. They will give you details about
committee positions and help you determine the best fit for your qualifications.
Our October meeting is right around the corner. Send in your reservation to hear new Governor General Lisa
Pennington, as she honors us with one of her first trips to visit member societies.
She will speak about the importance of telling the Mayflower story, a fitting topic as we enjoy an early
Thanksgiving meal, and mark the importance of the American holiday inspired by our ancestors. Then get
ready, the Christmas season will begin in earnest. Have a happy holiday
season!
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The GSMD Congress was an exciting one this year. MSMD was well represented
and actively participated in all voting. Our group of delegates worked together as
we weighed the pros and cons of each vote. We approved updates to the general
society constitution and welcomed the newly elected national officers, including
MA Society members Lisa Pennington, new Governor General, and Jim Wheaton,
Counselor General. MSMD members were seen working everywhere. Former
MSMD Governor Barbara Lee Kelly worked as a teller during the governance
meetings and also at the registration table. MSMD Trasureer Edith Bridges sold
our new ornaments and other items at a table in the lobby. I contributed a report
on the Mayflower Meetinghouse through my duties as President of the National
Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse Charitable Trust. My thanks to all who
participated and congratulations to our newly elected national officers.



Book Club Update 
       Beth Anderson-Godfrey

The Mayflower Book Group last met on June 8 at the
Mayflower office in Hingham to Discuss "Weaker
Vessels by Donna Watkins. Watkins researched  
court records, books, diaries and first person
accounts to give the reader a look at  the roles and
expectations of Pilgrim women, these often
neglected, but essential members of their society. 
The discussion was lively and interesting as we
discussed the roles of men and women in the 1600's.
We understood that the written records which
discussed the difficulties brought to the courts were
few. Still, we were thankful that gender roles have  
changed over the centuries. We laughed and argued,
finally agreeing that society is so different today that
women are no longer the "weaker vessels", and the
men don't want them to be, except when somebody
needed help with an unopened bottle that refused to
cooperate.

September Book Discussion
Founding Mothers and Fathers

Gendered Power and the Forming of American Society
WHEN: Thursday,
September 28, 2023, 10:30
am 
(Coffee at 10 am)
WHERE: Home of Cynthia
Tinney, cmtinney
@yahoo.com
556 Plymouth Street,
Abington MA 02351
WHO: The discussion will be
led by Peggy Baker, a local
Plymouth Historian and the
Thomas Rogers Family
editor of the GSMD Silver
Books, the Director Emerita
of the Pilgrim Society and
Pilgrim Hall.

Mary Beth Norton produced a Pulitzer Prize Finalist study of the ways in
which the first settlers defined the power, prerogatives, and
responsibilities of the sexes, in the world of Colonial America. Drawing on
a wealth of contemporary documents, she tells the story of the Pinion
clan, whose two-generation record of theft, adultery, and infanticide may
have made them our first dysfunctional family. She reopens the case of
Mistress Ann Hibbens, whose church excommunicated her for arguing
that God had told husbands to listen to their wives. Finally Norton tells the
enigma of Thomas, or Thomasine Hall, who lived comfortably as both a
man and a woman in 17th century Virginia. Wonderfully erudite and vastly
readable, Founding Mothers & Fathers reveals both the philosophical
assumptions and intimate domestic arrangements of our colonial
ancestors in all their rigor, strangeness, and unruly passion. Throughout,
the author destroys our images of a golden age of family life, and shows
us a complex past whose troubles and anxieties are still with us. She
proves that the Mayflower Compact and the Constitution were formed by
white male heads of households. Women, in both 1620 and 1787, were
seen as dependents whose menfolk would speak and act for them. For
women, dependency was thought to be natural and perpetual.



It would be decades before a burgeoning women’s rights movement began giving voice to the
vital role women had always played in the progress and improvement of the nation, and by
the time preparations were underway to commemorate the Pilgrim tercentenary in 1920,
dramatic social and legal changes were afoot and the ladies were finally being included in the
story of America.  In Plymouth, two statues – tangible reminders of the courage, tenacity, and
faithfulness of the Pilgrim women – were planned for the Mayflower anniversary, one
dedicated to the Pilgrim maidens, the other to the Pilgrim mothers.
The Pilgrim Maiden, the first memorial, noted one newspaper, to be “dedicated to the share
borne by the women of the Mayflower in establishing the colony of Plymouth,” stands poised
on a large boulder quarried at Rocky Nook. Tucked at the back of the peaceful Brewster
Gardens whose creation from a swampy, overgrown wetland was also a tercentenary
initiative, Pilgrim Maiden overlooks a small pool fed by Town Brook. Originally conceived in
1913, the statue was the gift to Plymouth from the National Society of New England Women.
Unveiled in September 1924, the eight-foot bronze is strong in design and with detail that
brings life and character to the maiden who confidently gazes into the future. Her sculptor
was England-born Henry Hudson Kitson (1865-1947) whose other notable commissions
include statues of the Lexington Minuteman (1900) and Roger Conant (1905), the founder of
Salem, Massachusetts. In 1893 Kitson married his former student, Brookline-born Theodora
(Theo) Alice Ruggles (1871-1932) who became an eminent and prolific sculptor in her own
right, recognized for her war memorials. Accompanying the Pilgrim Maiden statue is an ornate
bronze tablet, also fashioned by Kitson, whose inscription reads: “To those intrepid English
women whose courage, fortitude and devotion brought a new nation into being.”
The dedication of Pilgrim Maiden was marked by a gathering of hundreds representing all but
one of the thirty-five colonies of the National Society of New England Women. Guests
enjoyed a luncheon at the Hotel Samoset after which they were called together at Brewster
Gardens by the chimes of the First Church. A program of hymns, speeches tributes and 

Maidens and Mothers: Remembering the Ladies
Amy Whorf McGuiggan

prayers culminated in the unveiling of the
statue followed by an evening banquet at
the Hotel Pilgrim, said to have been
Plymouth’s most attractive and charming
seaside resort. The National Society of
New England Women, founded in 1895,
remains active today, one of its initiatives
being the National Pilgrim Memorial
Meetinghouse (First Church) restoration
project.

Bronze tablet accompanying the Pilgrim
Maiden statue.



Steps from the Pilgrim Maiden, the Pilgrim Mother fountain at
the foot of North and Water streets on the waterfront across
from Plymouth Rock, was initiated in 1920 by the National
Society Daughters of the American Revolution to foster the
spirit and faith of the Mayflower women. (Interestingly, a
second Pilgrim Mother tribute, sculpted by Paul Wayland
Bartlett, was planned for Provincetown. Though a plaster
study was made, the bronze monument was never
completed.) 
Plymouth’s Pilgrim Mother is sculpted from Knoxville marble
(geologically a limestone) and stands atop a granite pedestal.
The monument depicts a serene Pilgrim woman of mature
age dressed in simple attire, the polished, cream-colored
stone imparting an ethereal glow to the figure. The fountain,
including an inscribed shaft, upper bowl and lower pool, is
the vision of Carl Paul Jennewein, born in Germany in 1890.
At seventeen he arrived in the United States and was
apprenticed to the architectural sculptor, Buhler and Lauter, a
New York City firm often used by McKim, Mead & White
whose work Jennewein had known and admired as a
teenager in Germany. The 300th anniversary Pilgrim
commemorations, prolific in civic projects, included the
majestic McKim, Mead & White portico installed over
Plymouth Rock in a new, reconfigured waterfront park, as
well as statues of Wampanoag sachem Massasoit and
Governor William Bradford designed by sculptor Cyrus Dallin. 
For the June 1925 dedication of the Pilgrim Mother,
Plymouth’s streets were lined with spectators cheering the
procession of D.A.R. members carrying the insignia of the
society and waving national and state flags. The ceremony
opened at the First Parish Church with the singing of the
“Star Spangled Banner,” followed by a history of the
fountain’s “tribute of love and remembrance to the memory of
those noble and devoted women whose names honor our
fountain.” At the waterfront, Pilgrim Mother was formally
unveiled, the day’s events culminating with the singing of
“America” and a benediction. Members of the D.A.R. and their
guests later enjoyed a reception at the elegant Willoughby
home, now the Mayflower House, headquarters of the
General Society. In 2021, after a century of exposure to the
waterfront elements had begun to take its toll on Pilgrim
Mother, the fountain was pristinely restored and rededicated.

Detail from the Pilgrim Maiden
statue.

The Pilgrim Mother fountain on
Plymouth’s waterfront.

Detail of the Pilgrim Mother
fountain.



Donations 

Donors (Continued from Spring Issue)
Anonymous

Thomas J. Barraford
Kenneth E. Brown
Susan P. Brown

Michael Burns imo Gerald W. Burns
George L. Carter
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Kathleen M. DeWitt imo Frank E. Manchester
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Dolores Zaniboni
Missing Donor name of $250.00 that came from

Benevity through Morgan Stanley

The Massachusetts Mayflower Society is delighted to announce that it has
elected scholar, educator and interpreter Richard Pickering to an honorary Life
Membership. 
Richard is the Deputy Executive Director of Plimoth-Patuxet Museums, the
living history museum of 17 th century Plimoth Colony and the Wampanoag
homeland. Unstinting in sharing his time, scholarship and friendship, Richard
was the 2022 recipient of the Pilgrim Academic Research Award for his work in
interpreting and bringing alive 17th century life for so many visitors to Plimoth-
Patuxet. He has contributed his thoughtful insights to multiple media outlets
including The New York Times, C-Span, WBUR, The Boston Globe and NECN.
As an actor, he has delighted audiences with his role-playing, transforming
from Richard Pickering to Richard Warren, Thomas Weston, John Jenney and
Elder William Brewster.

Massachusetts Mayflower Society
Elects Richard Pickering to Life Membership

Richard is a descendant of Mayflower passengers Richard Warren, Elder
William Brewster, Stephen Hopkins. John Tilley and Thomas Rogers. The
citation presented to him from Governor Lea Sinclair Filson noted that he
shares with the Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants their
purposes of perpetuating the memory of our Pilgrim ancestors, defending the
principles of civil and religious liberty as set forth in the Mayflower Compact,
and transmitting the spirit, purity of purpose, and steadfastness of will of our
Pilgrim ancestors.

Ginny Mucciaccio, Richard
Pickering, Amy McGuiggan



Welcome New Juniors
Name Ancestor Sponsor

Kaitlin Svea Butler Francis Cooke Dennis Robert Butler

Haven Renee Stoddard John Alden Alden Leslie Shores II

Coltyn Cash Chilson John Alden Alden Leslie Shores II

Jaxyn Wyatt Chilson John Alden Alden Leslie Shores II

Scholarship Updates
   Beth Anderson-Godfrey

MSMD offers three scholarships every year:

The amount given byThe Sears Foundation varies
according to interest rates. This year the award went to
Emily Coulsey who is enrolled in the Nursing program at
UMass Amherst.
Our Thanksgiving Scholarship of $1000 is given to a
member of the Wampanoag tribe as thanks for the help
they gave the Pilgrims that first winter. The winner this
year is Hunter Tobey who is enrolled in the Criminal
Justice program at Cape Cod Community College.
Our MSMD scholarship winner is given $1620 each year
for four years as long as the winner successfully
completed the previous semester and is enrolled for the
following one. The award this year will go to Nancy
Mueller (pictured left). She will attend Elon University in
North Carolina and will major in International Relations.

MENU
DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS OCTOBER 24TH

BEEF BARLEY SOUP
PLATED LUNCHEON Choice of One
TURKEY DINNER, Mashed Potato, Stuffing, Green Beans, Cranberry……….$50.00  - #of Persons            
HERB BUTTERED HADDOCK, Mashed Potato, Green Beans…………………….$50.00 - #of Persons              
GARDEN RISOTTO CAKE………………………………………………………....................$50.00 - #of Persons              
CHILDREN’S CHICKEN FINGERS, GLUTEN-FREE MEAL UPON REQUST
PUMPKIN PIE ; Coffee, Tea, Decaf Coffee

COMPACT DAY MEETING OCTOBER 28th
NEWLY ELECTED GOVERNOR GENERAL LISA PENNINGTON

“TELL THE MAYFLOWER STORY”
SOUTH SHORE COUNTRY CLUB

274 SOUTH ST HINGHAM MA 02043

This function will be photographed. If you do not wish for your photo to appear in future MSMD publications,
please check here.

I'm paying with PayPal (use MSMD@massmayfower.org)
I'm paying by mailing my payment to MSMD, 175 Derby St., Suite 13, Hingham, MA 02043-4036



Remembering Jeremy Bangs

Leiden Town Hall, 1 May 2009, on
the 400th Anniversary of the

arrival of the Pilgrims in Leiden,
Past Governor Ginny Mucciaccio 
presented  Dr. Jeremy Dupertuis

Bangs with an Honorary Life 
Membership in the Massachusetts

Society of Mayflower 
Descendants for his dedicated

studies of the Pilgrims and their
story.

In Memory: Dr. Jeremy Dupertuis Bangs (1946 – 2023)
As we mourn the loss of Dr. Jeremy Bangs, we should be

honored that he focused his massive talents on the
Pilgrim ancestors. A true Renaissance man, he was a

scholar, artist, and musician covering many topics. We
know him through his interpretation of the Mayflower

story, but early in his career, he turned down an
opportunity to study music at Julliard. He also received a

PhD in art history in 1976. In Leiden, he was known as
the ‘Pilgrim Expert’. From 1980 – 1985, he was a Historian

at the Municipal Archives and Curator of the Leiden
Pilgrim Documents Center, returning to the U.S. in 1986

as a Visiting Distinguished Professor of Art History at the
Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at Arizona

State University. From there he was hired as Chief
Curator of the Plimoth Plantation Museum in Plymouth,
MA. During that time, he transcribed and edited town

records in Scituate, Sandwich, Eastham, Marshfield, and
Duxbury as well as bringing to light previously

unpublished records and deeds of early Plimoth Colony.
He and his wife, Tommie Flynn, returned to Leiden in

1996. On Thanksgiving Day 1997, he opened the Leiden
American Pilgrim Museum in a 1370s house, the oldest

known in Leiden.
His contributions were recognized by a variety of
awards. In 2017 the General Society of Mayflower
Descendants and the Pilgrim Academic Research

Committee awarded him the annual Pilgrim Academic
Research Award. In 2018 he was named a Knight of the
Order of Oranje-Nassau by King Wiollem-Alexander of
the Netherlands. In 2019 the Cothutikut Mattakeeset

Massachusetts tribe presented him with a wampum belt
and blanket in recognition of his work on Indian deeds.
(Information in this article is attributed to an obituary

about Dr. Jeremy Bangs by Dr. Francis J. Bremer)





In Memoriam
Wesley R. Andrews - 90 Years of Age
Stephen Wright Barber - 63 Year Member
Charles Brackett
Jean Parkinson Carey - 95 Years of Age, 90 Year Member
Eldon S. Burgess, Jr. - 95 Years of Age
G. Alvin Crowell, Jr - 90 Years of Age, 50 Year Member
William M. Crozier, Jr - 90 Years of Age
Marion M. Dodd - 90 Years of Age
Charlotte A. Finn - 93 Years of Age
Evan M. Flynn
Charles “Jack” Gardner - 11th Generation Nantucket Native
William G. Hooper Sr.  - 94 years of age
William D. Howells, Jr. 90 years of age
Scott R. Foster - 91 Years of Age
Rufus S. Frost III  - 50 Year Member
Sturat Tuthill Hall - 94 Years of Age, 50 Year Member
John Gardner Lathrop - 50 Year Member
Helen Barbara MacNeill 95 years of age
Rev. John N. McLaughlin - 98 Years of Age,  Past Elder of Massachusetts
Mayflower
Robert W. Mirick - 96 Years of Age
Frances K. Moon - 100 Years of Age
Jocelyn M. Schermerhorn, 95 years of age
James F. Wilman, 85 year member



Name Ancestor Location

Ms. Tessa Madison Adcock F. Cooke Boston, MA

Ms. Jessica Notman Angell W. Brewster Newburyport, MA

Mr. James Alan Booth T Rogers Osterville, MA

Mr. Dennis R. Butler F. Cooke Rehoboth, MA

Mr. Steven D. Corbin R. Warren Boston, MA

Ms. Margaret E. Daley J. Tilley Evergreen Park, IL

Mr. Christopher G. Dion J. Howland Bandera, TX

Mr. Breton Dyer S. Hopkins Sterling, MA

Mr. Daniel T. Geagan J. Howland Mansfield, MA

Ms. Jocelyn Goranson S. Hopkins Pepperell, MA

Mr. P. Ross Gorman, PhD R. Warren Cody, WY

Mr. James A. Green R. Warren Milton, MA

Mr. Daniel Murphy Holmes J. Howland West Yarmouth, MA

Ms. Debora Judith Young 
Hooper J. Alden Kingston, MA

Mr. Bruno Pierce Ilmonen I. Allerton Middleboro, MA

Ms. Rebecca Ivey F. Cooke Cohasset, MA

Ms. Nancy R. Kress W. White Buzzards Bay, MA

Ms. Winifred Kumpf M. Standish Dallas, TX

Mr. Glenn L. Langenback W. Bradford Pittsfield, MA

Ms. Christine W. Lucas J. Alden Needham, MA

Welcome New Members! 

Friends of the Pilgrims 2023

Huifang Yu Edson, Sister-in-law of Alden Hatch
Steven G. Hatch, son of Alden Hatch
Allison C. Meisner, wife of Eerik Meisner

See our website for further information for
honoring your extended family members!

Name Ancestor Location
Ms. Lauri J. McCoy S. Hopkins Plymouth, MA

Mr. John Thomas Mollen J. Alden Melbourne, FL

Ms. Barbara M. Murphy I. Allerton Billerica, MA

Mr. Richard F. Partridge J. Howland Swansea, MA

Ms. Janet Pellegrino S. Hopkins Marblehead, MA

Mr. Laurie A. Pelletier S. Hopkins Hudson, MA

Ms. Jordan Bistrian Regan W. White Beverly, MA

Ms. Laurene D. Rice J. Howland Whitman, MA

Ms. Katherine W. Roberts-
Gaudet M. Allerton Mattapoisett, MA

Mr. Richard M. Rubino I. Allerton Marblehead, MA

Ms. Cynthia Kelly Souza W. Brewster Acushnet, MA

Ms. Nancy H. Tieszen J. Alden Brookline, MA

Ms. Susan Trethaway T. Rogers Beverly, MA

Ms. Olivia Scace 
Zegarowski W. Bradford Pittsfield, MA



Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants Presents:
The Mayflower Scallop Shell

In Celtic culture, the scallop is a symbol of the sun and as such has the power to
bring light and life into the world.  The scallop is also a symbol of rebirth and new
beginnings.  The Celts also see the scallop as a symbol of the sea, reminding us
that we are all connected to the ocean of life, and teaching that we have the
power to adapt.  No matter what life sends our way, we can always find a way to
overcome it, we always have the opportunity to start anew.
In Native American culture, the scallop symbolizes protection, making it a powerful
tool against evil spirits.  Some tribes believed the scallop shell had the power to
purify one’s soul and would often use them in their ceremonies.  The Native people
believe every animal has a spirit and significance.  The scallop, being one of these
animals, is found in all the world’s oceans, most commonly in shallow waters near
coasts.
In Christianity, the scallop is often seen as a symbol of baptism, used as a motif in
baptismal fonts and adorning other religious objects and structures.  The scallop
symbolism teaches the importance of purification and protection.  Since the
scallop is associated with the pilgrim’s journey, its symbolism also teaches the
importance of hope. 

Consider the shape of the scallop shell.  The design represents the many starting points for pilgrims, all converging on their
destination.  The Scallop Shell seems to be the perfect reminder of our pilgrim ancestors and the journey they embarked on
to seek a new beginning, adapting to their new circumstances, overcoming adversity, but remaining hopeful that their small
community could survive and flourish. Now consider how the scallop shell design represents how those that arrived on the
Mayflower in 1620 now have millions of descendants inhabiting many parts of the world. 
The Scallop shell has long been a symbol of the pilgrim.
In Medieval times, pilgrimage routes to Santiago de Compostela, in western Spain, wound their way through Europe
converging in the province of Galicia.  Pilgrims who still walk these routes are guided by markers adorned with scallop
shells.  The scallop shell is associated with St. James (or Santiago, the patron Saint of Spain).  Followers of St. James today
wear the scallop shell on their clothing, backpacks, or around their necks as a symbol of pilgrimage.

Ornament Available for Purchase From
MSMD - $30


