
Surely it says something about what we value, our foundational history and sense of
place that a sojourn to Plymouth in 1868 can still be retraced a century and a half
later, visually reconstructing what has been lost, but also highlighting what has
endured. 
“What to See at Plymouth and How to See It,” written by Plympton-born
Congregational clergyman Henry Martyn Dexter (1821-1890), was published in The
Congregational and Boston Recorder. Dr. Dexter recognized as an authority on Pilgrim
and early colonial history, was an editor and frequent contributor of historical essays
to newspapers and periodicals. His mother was a direct lineal descendant of George
Morton who, having arrived in Plymouth in 1623, remains linked, mysteriously so, to
Mourt’s Relation, the first published account of the Pilgrims in the New World.
“A very good and satisfactory visit – if one is in haste – can be made to Plymouth, by
the use of a single day,” began Dr. Dexter. Having departed Boston at 9:00 a.m., the
Old Colony train arrived in Kingston at 10:35. Five minutes later, the waters of
Plymouth Harbor came into view.
On “emerging to the outer air” from the “new and pretty station-house,” Dr. Dexter
took the short street (then Depot Avenue) a few steps to its junction with Court Street
“where you will find,” he noted, “standing very pleasantly in its green lawn and with its
beautiful overshadowing trees, the Samoset House.”
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In the Footsteps of a 19th Century Field Trip
to Plymouth
by Amy Whorf McGuiggan

Through the eyes of Dr. Dexter, the 21st century visitor reimagines a piece of
Plymouth’s lost history, a landmark of the old town, the handsome four-story, 100-
room wooden public house that was built by the Old Colony Railroad Corporation
and opened in early 1846 in conjunction with the rail line. (Continued On Page 7) 



The group of MSMD members and officers that attended the General Board of Assistants
(GBOA) meeting in Asheville, NC gained much from the meetings. At some point, all members
should try to attend one of the national meetings to fully understand the work and dedication
that is required of all member societies to tell the Mayflower story. As always, the MA Society
was ever-present. I attended both as your Governor as well as a former national officer in
charge of the Mayflower Meetinghouse. In my speech, I updated those attending on the
progress we have made. I also pledged $5000 personally to the Meetinghouse in memory of
former MA Governor Virginia Mucciaccio, former national Captain General Ren Cushing, former
North Carolina Governor Michael Kelleher, Mayflower Historian Jeremy Bangs, and my
husband Ron Filson. Ron was our Owner Project Manager on the Meetinghouse until his death.
I asked all member societies to match my $5000 and four committed before the end of the
GBOA meeting. Since MA has contributed $5000 each year, I thank you from the bottom of my
heart. We were the first to make the match!
Governor General Lisa Pennington, a MSMD member, did an outstanding job leading the
meeting. The Executive Committee reported a strong budget, great new advances such as the
self-populating online applications for Historians, ideas for attracting new members, meeting
ideas, updates on the Mayflower Society House, and the list goes on.
Historian Michael Proctor, Deputy Governor Tom Woislaw, and I all attended the 1620 luncheon
before leaving North Carolina. Two weeks later, the place we met was under
water. We wish all our members who experienced loss or damage from Hurricane Helene a
speedy return to life as they knew it. It is going to take years to return to normal.
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We will have new updates on MSMD that you will want to hear about so plan
to attend our April 2025 luncheon. Thank you to all who remain dedicated
supporters of the MA Mayflower Society. Enjoy the beautiful fall colors that
make New England magical.
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New Website Information
The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants (MSMD) has launched a rebuilt
website. Our new platform sets us up well for the future and responds to requests from our
members. Here are just a few of the new features rolling out over the next two months, with
many additional features coming in 2025.

MEMBERS APPLICATIONS
All applications processed by MSMD can now be submitted online through our website. All
associated fees can also be paid through our website.

Preliminary Applications for new prospective members (Live now)
Supplemental Applications for existing members (Active by November 1st)
Junior Membership Applications (Active by November 15th)
Scholarship Program Applications (Active by December 15th)
Friends of the Pilgrims Applications (Active by December 15th)

ANNUAL DUES
The 2025 Annual Dues will be mailed in late November. This year’s mailing will also
provide information on how members can pay their annual dues through the website.
Members will now have the option of paying their annual dues through our e-commerce
site (Active by December 1st).

E-COMMERCE SITE
Our new storefront will be accessible to the public, with a focus on our membership.
Publications (Active by November 1st)
New Product Offerings (Active by November 15th)

CALENDAR & EVENTS
The 2025 MSMD Calendar of currently scheduled events with links to the sign-up for
events as they become available. (Active by November 15th)
Special Events (i.e. Compact Day) will have the ability to be booked online. (Active
January 2025)

COMMUNICATIONS
A new messaging system is currently in the works that connects directly to the office
(Visible now, Active by November 15th).
A Blog Post in our Menu Bar titled “News”. This allows us to quickly put out information to
our membership. (Active now)
Interactive Office Calendar, that will allow both members and prospective members to
book appointments with our team through the website. (Active December 1st )
New Social Media Presence that will be integrated into our website. (Active January 2025)

Visit today at https://massmayflower.org



Volunteer Opportunity with the General
Society of Mayflower Descendants

Greetings everyone! 
The Research Center is in serious need of a volunteer to enter lineage applications

into our genealogy software, TNG. This is an ongoing, weekly commitment of
approximately 5 – 8 hours each week. (Or duties could be split by 2 volunteers) 

Work can be done remotely or, if preferred, on-site at the Research Center in
Plymouth.

 Thank you so much!
 - Barbara Milligan, Research Center Director



December Book Discussion - Mourt’s Relation

Come join us on Thursday,  December 5th, at 10:30am for a discussion of the
book,

'Mourt's Relation'.
Please Note: The December Book Club will be held at the

Mayflower House, 
4 Winslow St., Plymouth, MA 02360 

For more information, please contact Cynthia Tinney
cmtinney@yahoo.com

Mourt’s Relation was written between November
1620 and November 1621, and describes in detail
what happened from the landing of the Mayflower
Pilgrims on Cape Cod in Provincetown Harbor
through their exploring and eventual settling of
Plymouth Colony. 
The book discussion will be led by David Furlow,
retired appellate and First Amendment lawyer,
Founder and Emeritus Editor of the Texas Supreme
Court Historical Society, elected member of the
Colonial Society of Massachusetts, and Member of
the Pilgrim Hall Museum Board of Trustees. David
and his wife, Lisa Pennington, Mayflower Society
Governor General, are currently writing a biography
of Mayflower Pilgrim, Isaac Allerton and the Allerton
family.

It was written primarily by Edward Winslow, although William Bradford appears to
have written the first section. The book describes their relations with the
surrounding Native Americans, up to what is commonly called the first
Thanksgiving and the arrival of the ship Fortune in November 1621. Mourt’s
Relation was first published and sold by John Bellamy in London in 1622. The
author is sometimes noted as George Morton, who was sometimes called George
Mourt, which led to it’s title, Mourt’s Relation.
Through Calvinism, the writers influenced modern religious ideas. Mourt’s
Relation is an important book because of its ideas involving American colonialism
and religion which are ideas that affect various members of American society and
shape how other countries view American society today.  



In the Footsteps of a 19th Century Field Trip to
Plymouth (Continued)

Over the decades the Samoset House (at the corner of Court Street, now Route 3A
and Samoset Street, now Route 44), occupying land once owned by Continental
Army surgeon, Dr. James Thacher (1754-1844) who penned a history of Plymouth,
played host to countless summer visitors, gatherings of the Mayflower Society, as
well as dignitaries including Daniel Webster, Presidents Hayes and Harding and
retired President Grant. For nearly a century the Samoset House was Plymouth’s
“grande dame” until it was claimed by fire in April 1939.
We stroll with Dr. Dexter along Court Street to a stone building with “pillars in front,
and a small iron elliptical fence in the yard,” arriving at Pilgrim Hall whose
cornerstone was laid in 1824. The iron fence once enclosed a portion of 

At Pilgrim Hall, the times have changed somewhat since Dr. Dexter’s time, the
“venerable Lemuel D. Holmes” no longer living next door, bringing the key, collecting
your twenty cents, and acting as “your cicerone,” but the intriguing artifacts remain
the same: Pilgrim furniture, documents, deeds, signatures, samplers, portraits,
timbers of the Sparrow Hawk – wrecked on Cape Cod in 1626 – and Henry Sargent’s
magnificent painting, Landing of the Pilgrims, first loaned to Pilgrim Hall for its
opening day in 1824 and given to the Pilgrim Society in 1835. It is still a centerpiece of
the museum.

what Dr. Dexter calls Forefather’s Rock,
that chunk of Plymouth Rock broken off
in 1774 and displayed in Town Square
where, over the years, visitors chiseled
away at it. Removed to the yard of
Pilgrim Hall in 1834, the piece was
reunited in 1880 with its other half at the
waterfront under a canopy that Dr.
Dexter describes as “sufficiently fanciful
in its design.” Charmingly, he directs
visitors to go “down the steps leading
thither and stand upon it, and you are
where the first settlers landed.” This
original canopy was replaced by a new,
majestic portico in a reconfigured
waterfront park – making the Rock
inaccessible to all but scofflaws – that
was designed in 1921 for the Pilgrim
tercentenary.

Town map showing Samoset House
and National Monument site on

Allerton Hill



Writing, as he was, in 1868, Dr. Dexter offers his assessment of what he called “an
illustration of the folly of the present generation,” a large plaster model at Pilgrim
Hall of a proposed monument, 150 feet high with “colossal statues of Faith, Morality,
Law, Education, and Freedom, and various lesser adornments.” Noting that a “huge
foundation has actually been laid,” he was referencing the magnificent National
Monument to the Forefathers that was finally completed in 1889 atop Allerton
Street. Perhaps, as the years were unfolding after the foundation had been laid in
1859, the people of Plymouth had begun to question whether the ambitious and
imposing monument occupying an 11-acre site might ever be completed, but it was
and posterity sees it not as folly but as a fully integrated visual expression of the
Pilgrim experience. One wonders if Dr. Dexter was able to visit and behold it before
his sudden and unexpected death.
Emerging from Pilgrim Hall, one ambles along Court Street, “toward the village,”
arriving at the “beautiful and spacious” 1820 Court House, now repurposed as
Plymouth’s Town Hall. This “new” Plymouth County Courthouse had replaced the
1749 Old County Courthouse, a two-story wooden structure in Town Square, now a
seasonal museum.
The “main block” of the 1820 courthouse was a two-story, Federal-style building five
bays wide with a center entrance and copper-roofed cupola. Thacher, in his History,
called it an “elegant edifice of brick, and in point of symmetry and just proportion, is
in perfect keeping with the best models of modern architecture.” 

In 1857, just thirty-seven years after its
construction, the courthouse was remodeled
with the addition of a bay on each wing,
removal of the center entrance and installation
of separate entrances for each wing. Much of
the façade that today’s visitor sees is the 1857
building that Dr. Dexter admired. The figure of
Justice still stands in her niche.
Continuing, one comes to Cole’s Hill where “the
dead of the first winter were buried.” Up
Leyden Street, “which occupies the same
position with the street first settled, and so is
the oldest street in New England,” the visitor
approaches the Town Square where Main
Street – the continuation of Court Street –
crosses Leyden, and “you are in what was
the center of the original settlement of
Plymouth,” Elder Brewster’s house in its time
standing on the corner.

Town map showing Burial Hill and
Leyden Street



Historic Burial Hill is reached by a steep ascent. It is where, writes Dr. Dexter, “after
1623, or thereabouts, the Pilgrims were buried.” Curiously, he does not contemplate
the First Parish Meetinghouse, then a large Gothic wooden church built in 1831, or the
1840 Church of the Pilgrimage, except to refer to the former as the “Unitarian
meeting-house” and the latter as the “Orthodox” meetinghouse. After a spiritual
schism in 1801 when many First Parish congregants adopted Unitarianism,
Congregational dissenters broke away and formed the Church of the Pilgrimage. The
wooden First Parish Meetinghouse was consumed by fire in 1892 and replaced by the
current stone and brick Romanesque church, the fifth spiritual structure on the site.
Now owned by the Mayflower Society, the Mayflower Meetinghouse is undergoing an
extensive restoration and reimagining, charting a new path as an experiential
educational center. Today’s visitor will be rewarded by adding it to Dr. Dexter’s
itinerary.
The view from Burial Hill, effuses Dr. Dexter, “on a pleasant day and with a full tide in
the harbor, is magnificent – over the town lying at your foot from Captain’s Hill on the
left, by Clark’s Island where the explorers spent their first Sabbath, and the Gurnet
point, round to darkly wooded Manomet on the right, whose somber head through
the storm-mist guided them in.” 
Finishing his sojourn, Dr. Dexter returned to Samoset House to take the return cars
for the city, finding his expenses for the outing to have been two fares of $1.15 each,
$1.00 for dinner, and twenty cents for Pilgrim Hall, a total of $3.50 for one of the
“most satisfactory day’s works in sight-seeing you ever did.” Of course, he added,
“you will do better to stay longer,” partaking of sea sport, Burial Hill at sunset, Clark’s
Island and Billington Sea.

Illustration of Samoset House



Welcome New Members! 
Name Passenger

Kathleen Hare Brewster

Martha Howland Rose Warren

Pamela Lowe Leviton Mullins

Joseph Koenig Mullins

Roland Fuller Fuller, E

Lori Noack Pajer Warren

Bradley Dufour Soule

Roman Hund Allerton, M

Bradford Wilkinson Bradford

Lisa Stefanoni Johnson Warren

Sharon Gaffney Woods Hopkins

Jeffrey Hamm Warren

Beatrice Bigham Chilton

Cabot Bigham Chilton

Richard Johnston Fuller, S

Sandra Steins Hubbard Howland

Anna  Lifvergren Soule

Richard Cusman Allerton

Name Passenger

Joanne Barrows Warren

Susan Ballam Woolley Abanor Standish

Welcome to Our New Members that
Transferred to Massachusetts from

Another Society.

Welcome New Juniors!

Name Passenger Sponsor

Addison Shipala Howland Kimberly Shipala

Emily Herendeen Brewster Andrew Herendeen

Jackson Herendeen Brewster Andrew Herendeen

Casey Bell Cooke Jamie Bell

Keira Bell Cooke Jamie Bell

Connor Bell Cooke Jamie Bell

Lucy James Stoddard Alden Alden Leslie Shores II

Welcome New Supplemental
Member!

Name Passenger

Nancy Green Burnett Warren

Welcome New Friend of the Pilgrims!

Name

Kenneth Mullane



In Memoriam
Jeanette A. (Lucas) Robichaud – 25 years

Joshua A. Nickerson, Jr. – 52 years
Mary Frances (Denune) Daugherty – 54 years

Andrew Wilson Edmonds – 53 years
Joseph William Martin Prew

Jaeann (Titus) Sangerman – 39 years
Barbara (Williams) Titus – 77 years

Robert Studley Hurd
Dorothy Bardford (Green) Darling – 76 years

Murial A. (Scott) Roby
Thomas Deering King, Jr – 31 years

Gerald W. Newman – 36 years
Helen Houston (Frost) Hale

William Russell Andrews
Joan (Connors) Bush



MSMD Calendar - 2025
Member Meetings

12 April 2025 (Annual Meeting)
12 July 2025 (Peregrination Day)
8 November 2025 (Compact Day)

Quarterly Board Meetings
11 March 2025
 10 June 2025

 16 September 2025
9 December 2025

Compact Publication Dates
Spring Issue (Receive by March 15)
Summer Issue (Receive by June 15)
Fall Issue (Receive by October 15)

Junior Compact Dates
Spring Issue (Receive by May 15)

Fall Issue (Receive by November 1)


