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Provincetown’s Pilgrim Monument by Amy Whorf McGuiggan
What does it take to build a monument — a lasting legacy — to the First Landing of the Pilgrims in

Provincetown? Determination and persistence and, of course, money, not to mention years of
territorial squabbles and skirmishes. Finally dedicated in 1910, Provincetown'’s Pilgrim Monument has a

story that may be said to have begun ninety years earlier across the bay in Plymouth
With its roots in the Old Colony Club, founded in 1769, the Pilgrim Society was formally organized in
Plymouth in 1820, the bicentennial of the Landing of the Pilgrims. Its mission was to perpetuate the
memory of the Mayflower Pilgrims, specifically with the goal of building appropriate monuments, the
first of which was Pilgrim Hall whose cornerstone was laid in September 1824. It would be another
three decades before the Pilgrim Society would vote, in May 1850, to build a monument upon or near
the rock where the Pilgrims had landed. The idea was met with such popular interest that not only

would a modest monument be built to protect Plymouth Rock, but a larger memorial — the grand and
inspiring National Monument to the Forefathers — would be built in a prominent place to commemorate

the struggles and triumphs of the Mayflower Pilgrims
It was, no doubt, the enthusiasm for the Pilgrims’ legacy awakened in

Plymouth that inspired a group of Cape Cod citizens and descendants in
May 1851 to organize the Cape Cod Association whose mission
was to promote Provincetown as the site of the First Landing of the
Pilgrims. In February 1852, a motion was made in the Massachusetts
Legislature to consider the expediency of funding a monument atop High
Pole Hill, the highest elevation in Provincetown. The Barnstable Patriot
proclaimed: “Towering to the heavens, it will be the last American object
that shall meet the eye of the Massachusetts mariner as he departs for
those remote and various regions to which he is conducted by enterprise
and daring, reminding him of the early history of his native land, and
reinforcing the ordinary motives that he is governed by to do nothing

unworthy of that land. Returning, it will be the first object that shall greet
his sight, the first palpable evidence that he has reached that home to the |
Pilgrim tablet. Courtesy NYPL

Digital Collection.

comforts and manifold endearments of which he is, in common with all his
fellow citizens, so largely indebted to the heroical labors of the men Whose 14uwn House showing the marble
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honor the column has been raised. It would be seen far over those waters
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along which the Mayflower made her adventurous passage, and would be
as it were, a bond of connection between that age of iron and the golden

age that has grown out of it.” Continued on page 4
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It is with a heavy heart that | write this Governor's message. With the passing of
our Executive Secretary, Ginny Mucciaccio, we end an era. Just shy of 94 years
of age, Ginny served the MA Society over two decades and took with her more
institutional knowledge than we will ever be able to match.

She belonged to thirteen lineal organizations and served as an officer for most
of them. She was a past Governor of MSMD and served on my GSMD Executive
Committee when | was Governor General. We called her the ‘loveable
contrarian’, a title she loved, because she was expert at playing the devil's
advocate and making us examine every vote from every angle.

Her service to MSMD was invaluable. No matter what the circumstance our society was experiencing,
she was there every week answering calls, keeping up the database, and holding whoever’'s hand
needed holding.

We are going to have to rally the troops now, and form
committees to help with some of the jobs she did that were
above and beyond. A special thanks goes out to Historian
Michael Proctor and Treasurer Edith Bridges for continuing
the smooth operation of our MSMD office. Thanks also to
Elder (Rev.) Nancy Allen for her prayers as well as her help in
the office.

Ginny and | attended the New England Governor’'s meeting
the weekend before she passed. The ride to New Hampshire
and back was a joy as we recounted all the things we had
gone through together in service to the Mayflower Society,
both national and in MA. She was in rare form at the meeting
on that Saturday giving advice, complimenting many, and
showing her latest photos of her great-grandkids.

Family was the most important thing in life to Ginny and |
know for a fact, in the afterlife, she is smiling ear to ear next
to Henry who she could not wait to see again.
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Executive Secretary - Hingham, MA
Job Description
The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants (MSMD) has an immediate opening in our office
for the position of Executive Secretary. Proven experience as an Office Manager, Front Office Manager
or Administrative Assistant is recommended. The ideal candidate should have excellent written and
verbal communication skills. All inquiries should be sent to msmd@massmayflower.org
General Office Duties
» Provide general support to members, visitors, the board of directors and other employees of the
organization.
« Manage & Respond to Communications
« Email, Phone, Website & Social Media
« Anticipate & Maintain Adequate Office Supplies
 Fill & Mail Sales Orders
Organizational Skills
» Schedule & coordinate meetings & annual events
« Coordinate the on-time delivery of MSMD publications
« Coordinate delivery of Membership wide Email
» Proficiency in MS Office Suite (Excel, Word, Access, Outlook)
» Proficiency in Google Workspace (Google Docs, Google Meet)
« Familiarity with other Software Applications (Zoom, Dropbox)
« Familiarity with Social Media Communication Programs
« Familiarity with email scheduling & calendar tools
Membership Management
« Maintain Membership Database
o Maintain accurate membership lists for annual & life members
= Ensure ongoing accurate reporting with the General Society of Mayflower Descendants
(GSMD)
o Maintain accurate junior membership list
» Maintain Prospective Member Database
o Manage & Follow Up on New Applicant Inquiries
o Communicate through Phone Calls, Email
« Manage Preliminary Application Workflow
« Coordinate delivery of electronic communications with the Membership

The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants has been working on building a brand-
new website to better serve our members. A full description of the new website will be
described in the next issue of the compact. Some of the Highlights of our new website

Applications will be completed & submitted through our website.
Scholarship Applications be completed & submitted through our website.
Payment Options. Members will have the ability to submit payments through the website
Updated e-commerce site
New communication tools




Provincetown’s Pi@rim Monument

Amy Whorf McGuiggan

It was not long before lively debate — some called it a controversy — ensued between the citizens of
Plymouth and Provincetown as to which place was more entitled to a monument commemorating the
Landing. The so-called “civil war” between Plymouth and Provincetown delayed plans for monuments in
both towns though Plymouth finally laid cornerstones in 1859. For the near future, plans to build a
monument at Provincetown were put on hold ... but not forgotten.

By June 1853, High Pole Hill, purchased by the Town of in Provincetown from several co-owners, was
undergoing changes in preparation for the building of a new Town House that included
accommodations for the high school. Through the efforts of Chief Justice Lemuel Shaw, upon
completion of the Town House a white marble tablet was prominently displayed over the front
entrance. It was inscribed: In commemoration of the arrival of the “May Flower” in Cape Cod Harbor,
and of the first arrival of the Pilgrims in America at this place, November 11, 1620, this tablet is
presented by the Cape Cod Association, Nov. 11, 1853.

For a generation the Town House stood as a beacon atop High Pole Hill until the evening of February
16, 1877, when fire swept through the building, destroying the structure, the marble tablet, and many of
the Provincetown’s earliest town records. As devastating as the conflagration was, it gave new impetus
to the efforts by members of the Cape Cod Association to build a Pilgrim Monument at Provincetown.
Though designs and architectural plans were prepared, and cost estimates were submitted for a
seventy-foot shaft with a lighted clock and a storm signal station, without the necessary funding the
monument project stalled, though ground was broken in August 1879 for a storm signal station. Yet
another delay ... but still the Pilgrim Monument was not forgotten.

Fifteen years after the second effort to build a monument in Provincetown had been abandoned and
three years after Plymouth dedicated the National Monument to the Forefathers in 1889, there was
another initiative to commemorate the First Landing of the Pilgrims at Provincetown. On February 29,
1892, a group of civic-minded citizens were made a corporation, the Cape Cod Pilgrim Memorial

Association (CCPMA), by an act of the Massachusetts
Legislature. Not only did CCPMA members see their mission
as building an appropriate monument to commemorate the
arrival of the Mayflower at Provincetown, they were
determined to recognize other significant events in
Provincetown'’s Pilgrim history including the Signing of the
Mayflower Compact, the birth of Peregrine White and the
death of Dorothy May Bradford.

Though progress toward a Pilgrim Monument atop High Pole
Hill was slow, it was steady enough over the next few years
to convince the public that the auspicious start would, this
time, reach a grand finale. In July 1896, a granite and bronze
tablet commemorating the Signing of the Compact was
unveiled and dedicated in Provincetown, paid for with state
and CCPMA funds. The people of Provincetown, meanwhile,
voted to convey the deed for High Pole Hill to the CCPMA,
ensuring that when the time came to build, the site would be

ready. Pilgrim Monument under construction, 1909.
Courtesy Provincetown History Project.



In July 1902, the New York Daily Tribune stoked the “civil war” by reporting that “Provincetown scoffs
and laughs at Plymouth Rock. It comes after the landing in Cape Cod, and they are about to accent the
fact by erecting an elaborate monument, by a strange system of money raising, as will appear further
on.” The story would discuss the private subscriptions being received by the Cape Cod Pilgrim
Memorial Association at a little store in Provincetown and that “any person of good character who pays
into the treasury not less than $1 may become a life member.”

By May 1903, the CCPMA was actively engaged in raising funds to build the monument, having already
secured a $25,000 commitment from the State of Massachusetts contingent upon the CCPMA raising
equal amounts. By early 1904, subscriptions from individuals, towns — including Plymouth donating the
handsome sum of $2,000 — schoolchildren and patriotic societies were mounting up quickly.

With a $500 contribution from the Town of Wellfleet, the monument fund met its goal, thus securing
the matching state contribution. In June 1906, an appropriation for $40,000, conditioned on the State
of Massachusetts raising an equal amount, was passed by the United States Congress. One newspaper
noted that there is “joy in Provincetown over the fact that the Pilgrim Monument there is assured.” All
that remained was a suitable design.

With more than $90,000 in hand, in September 1906 the CCPMA opened a competition for designs,
and in late January 1907, the winning design, selected from more than 150 submissions, was revealed
to be a virtual copy of the Torre del Mangia at Siena, Italy. Architects were flummoxed by the choice,
one commenting in the Boston Globe, “If all they want is an architectural curiosity, why not select the
Leaning Tower of Pisa and be done with it. That would attract more attention down on Cape Cod than
the Tower del Mangia of Siena which, by the way, has always been regarded as a bit of civic
architecture, although it is undoubtedly a very beautiful tower. It doesn’t look at all out of place, for
instance, as a feature of the central fire station which Wheelwright designed for Boston. But here again
it has a civic purpose, and a good one. | question its propriety, however, as a memorial to the Pilgrim

fathers.”
On Tuesday, August 20, 1907, the cornerstone of the

Pilgrim Monument was laid in a Masonic ceremony Pilgrim Memorial Monument
attended by President Theodore Roosevelt who arrived in i oo
Provincetown Harbor on the presidential yacht, Mayflower,
accompanied by eight battleships. He began his address
by noting that “It is not too much to say that the event
commemorated by the monument which we have come
here to dedicate was one of those rare events which can
in good faith be called of world importance. The coming
hither of the Puritans three centuries ago shaped the
destinies of this continent, and therefore profoundly
affected the destiny of the whole world.” That moment, at
noon, was not only a proud, momentous and historic day
for the Cape Cod fishing village — by then with a
substantial Portuguese immigrant population — but also the
tangible manifestation of an idea that had dared to be

imagined more than half a century earlier. Weeks before e i v
the laying of the cornerstone, in preparing High Pole Hill
for the monument’s cement foundation, fragments of the
white marble tablet that had adorned the entrance of the
old Town House were unearthed, a sign, perhaps, that the
dream of 1853 had come full circle.

LAYING OF THE CORMER STONE

Pilgrim Monument
Cornerstone Dedication,
1907. Courtesy Provincetown
History Project.



A copper box, set into a cavity in the cornerstone, contained a time capsule of documents — speeches,
town reports, bylaws, souvenir booklets and a list of contributors — mementos from the present for the
future. Copies of the Bible, the Mayflower Compact, and Bradford’s Of Plimoth Plantation were also
placed in the box, bridging the present with the past. The Old World and the previous lives that the
Pilgrims had left behind were also memorialized with historic stones, incorporated into the Monument,
one cut from the ancient church at Austerfield where William Bradford was baptized, another from the
church in Leiden where the Pilgrims worshipped, and paving stones from the ancient quay at
Delfshaven from where, on August 1, 1620, the Pilgrims departed for England on the Speedwell.

On August 5, 1910, three years after the laying of the cornerstone and after what one newspaper wrote
was “eighteen years of toil and effort, battling with disappointment, lethargy and indifference, of
surmounting the insurmountable and now and again snatching back the project from the very jaws of
defeat,” the completed Pilgrim Monument was dedicated in the presence of President William Howard
Taft.

Today, one cannot imagine the iconic Pilgrim Monument being anything but what it is. Its 252 feet of
New England granite perched atop a 100-foot sand dune lives up to what CCPMA members envisioned
in a 1904 fundraising pamphlet wherein an item from Harper's Weekly was reprinted: “It is a quaint old
town, much the same now as it was 50 years ago, with the same domelike hill in its center. The
monument will stand on this hill, and run straight and plain into the sky, so that any ship coming or
going will catch sight of it long before land can be seen. The plan is a good one. Such markings of our
early beginnings are of value, because through all the ages the reminders of great deeds, noble men
and epoch-making ideas have served to furnish stimulus and example to those that come after.”
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Meet Michael Proctor, MSMD Historian

The Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants ushered in the New Year by welcoming a new
historian, Michael Proctor. With an expertise in Canadian Maritime genealogy, Mike has worked for
many years with private clients to analyze multiple sources, both primary and secondary, assist with
DNA results, compile family trees and document family histories. He has also served as a verifying
genealogist for the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. Having recently relocated to
Massachusetts from North Carolina, Mike is off to a busy start in the MSMD Hingham office! He can be
contacted at historian@massmayflower.org.
Q: Your expertise lies in Canadian Maritime genealogy and the migration patterns between Canada
and New England. Can you tell us a little about your own Maritime roots and ancestry?
A: Three out of four of my grandparents have roots in the Atlantic Provinces of Canada. My paternal
grandfather was the most recent of my ancestors who was born outside the United States. He was
born on Cape Breton Island and made annual trips back home throughout his life.
Q: Can you tell us a little about your own Mayflower ancestry? Besides your own ancestor(s), do you
have a favorite “Pilgrim” based on his or her origin story?
A: | have multiple lines of descent through the Mullins and Alden Family through my paternal
grandmother. There are several other “potential” lines through my maternal grandfather, but these
lines are not yet proven.
Q: Researchers and genealogists love discoveries. Do you have a favorite discovery, both generally
speaking and related to Mayflower research? For decades the true identity of my maternal
grandfather’s biological father was a mystery.
A: Although we have always known his name, and some basic information that had been orally passed
down through the generations, a brick wall remained. When | began my own research, | started with the
oral family history to sketch out a research path. My journey took me through all six New England
States where | researched every possible individual that could be my great-grandfather including all
possible name variations. Ultimately this list included hundreds of potential candidates and thousands
of potential vital records. One by one | was able to disprove these potential candidates. At the end of
this process, | was down to ONE record. To be clear, | could not prove that this one record was in fact
my great-grandfather, but it was the ONLY record | could not disprove. One hundred six years after his
death | wrote my first genealogical proof argument where | made the case about who | believed was
the most likely candidate to be my great-grandfather. This process taught me a lot about the
differences between possibilities and probabilities. Five years after writing that proof argument | was
able to conclusively prove his identity through triangulating the DNA results. His wife, my great-
grandmother, is potentially a Mayflower Descendant. Her lines have not yet been proven, but | hope to
be able to do so in my future free time.
Q: Given all your work with Mayflower research, are you hopeful that there are still discoveries to be
made about the passengers and their stories?
A: | believe there are many more stories that we do not yet know about.
Q: For those intimidated by the idea of proving one’s Mayflower lineage, what advice can you give
family historians that might make the process less daunting?
A: View everything as a hint rather than as a fact. This approach keeps your mind open to possibilities
that you may not have considered.
Q: Do you have any initiatives that you would like to introduce once you are settled in
your new role?
A: We need to modernize our approach to the entire process. At the moment, | am trying to build
the infrastructure at the office, so that when we introduce new initiatives there is a seamless transition.



BENEFACTORS
Herve Derek Fortin
Elizabeth B. Johnson

PATRONS
Theresa Brophy IMO Jerrod Reid Bates
Linda B. Foote IMO Bernice Samson Rice
David B. Peck

SUPPORTERS
Jane Beal Finlayson IMO Teresa Owens Noble
Katherine Gaudet IHO Ginny Mucciaccio
Nancy R. Kress
Michael H. Studley
Jean T. Zungola IMO Eleanor K. Trainor

DONORS
Anonymous
Anonymous IMO Clyde Gardner Kimball
Anonymous IMO James A. Sanderson

Elizabeth Willard Adams IMO William Rule Adams, Jr.

Priscilla Anderson IMO E. Leonard Woods
Carole A. Beaulieu
Lucy A. Bradley IHO Shirley W. Amory
James W. Brown
Susan Prescott Brown IMO Lloyd C. Prescott
Dianne P. Cronin IMO Howard Haines Murphy
Nancy C. Waite Cuddeback
Joy Cullen
Kthleen M. DeWitt
Andrea N. Dodge
Martha Ebel IMO Barbara Helen West Bouey
Eric P. Hayes
Mary Morse Herring
Robert J. Hydon IMO Robert Kane Hydon
Mark Jenkinson IMO Emma Ditty Jenkinson
Daniel Kane
Margaret L. Kelleher IMO Barbara Shaw Field
Linda Laitine
Judith Morang Lasca IMO Edith Godshalk Hopkins
Carolyn Lavallee
Katherine Lazaris
Judith A. MacDonald IMO Richard & David Roberts
Richard Mansfield

DONORS CONTINUED

Dr. Brooke Lyman MoorelMO Harrison Lyman Moore

Christopher J. Morton
Joan Motta IMO The Plant Family
Carol Snow Murray
Jill Oetheimer IMO Marion Billings Healy
Hans F. Olsen IMO Lona McGowan Olsen
Sunny O'Malley IMO Hazel Potter
Lucy Cushman Peck IMO Stewart L. Cushman
Nadine Pfautz IMO Fern Allen Pfautz
Emily Pietras
Donald Plant IMO My Mayflower Ancestors
Charles M. Pyle lll
Regina Ralston IMO Lizzie Crowell Thacher Cross
Christopher E. Richards IMO Betty Richards
Richard A. Ries
Aisling & Kent Russell
Debora D. Scott IMO Michael Scott
Charles E. Soule
Norman Straffin IMO Margaret Straffin
Adryn A. Miller Sumner IMO Arthur Frederick Miller
Richard W. Thaler Jr.
Christine Staples Thomas
John Thompson IHO Douglas Fearing
Janet Wall
Ann Wilcox
Dolores Zaniboni
Jean Trainor Zungola IMO Eleanor K. Trainor




The Muse of the Revolution - Nancy Rubin Stuart

WHEN & WHERE: Sept. 13, 2024, 10:30 a.m. at the Mayflower House, 4 Winslow Street, Plymouth, MA 02360
WHO: The discussion will be led by David Furlow, retired trial appellate and First Amendment lawyer, Founder
and Emeritus Editor of the Texas Supreme Court Historical Society Journal, Trustee Texas Supreme Court
Historical Society, Elected member of the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, and Member of the Pilgrim Hall
Museum Board of Trustees. David and his wife, Lisa Pennington, Mayflower Society Governor General, are
currently writing a biography of Mayflower Pilgrim Isaac Allerton and the Allerton family. Award winning author
Nancy Rubin Stuart, has agreed to an interview format for our book discussion. Specializing in both women'’s
and social history, she has written for the New York Times, and has appeared on national television and NPR.

Name Ancestor Sponsor
Laurel Windsor Fireman \W.Bradford Robert G. Windsor
Noah Knox Kerr F. Cooke Juliette (Rose) Kerr
Abigail M Standish Leck \W. Bradford Alan H. Leck
Jack R. Mooradian G. Soule J. Hans Stumm
Thomas J. Pogorelec G. Soule J. Hans Stumm
Addison Elizabeth Shipala J. Howland Kimberly Shipala
Joaguin M. Stevenson J. Howland \William H. Stevenson
[Matais H. Stevenson J. Howland William H. Stevenson

Rita Aplin Burrell Chilton
Martin Conroy Hopkins, G
Jacqueline Aube David Cooke
Jacqueline Aube David Rogers
Karen Miller Howes Hopkins
Wilson Callan Brewster
Wanda Eaton Azevedo Priest
Benjamin Gallup Warren
Kevin Donahue Cooke
Joseph Fratus Hopkins
Sarah Richards Soule
Nancy Briggs Tooke Allerton
Jason Brass Soule
Philip Johnson Rogers
Michael Proctor Alden
Christine Wood Doty
Janice Gildawie Warren

Emily Graves Autori Billington
Michael Dunn Warren
Debra Morris Johnson Mullins, P
Gregory Anderson Brewster
Janice Gildawie Brown
Linda Heald Chilton
Gary Porter Allerton
Carol Ofria Moylan Brewster
Carla Ashton Ashton-Cohen Howland
Virginia Hall Czuprynski Allerton, M
Bruno limonen Hopkins
Carla Ashton Ashton-Cohen Tilley, E
Laurene Elder Rice Tilley, E
Winifred Prideaux Kumpf Cooke
Joanne Pratt Brewster
Carla Ashton Ashton-Cohen Tilley
Esther Hickey Allerton Allerton
Patricia O'Leary O'Brien Hopkins




Welcome New Members!

Name Passenger Name Passenger

Damian Blanchard-McIntosh Soule Claire Lewis Sinars Alden

Diana Clack Stadtmiller Priest Lori Greenaway Byrne Alden

Alexandra Herman Standish Carol Bishop Robison Warren

Suzanne Pogorelec Soule Deirdre Doherty Howland

Paula Donahue Bradford Sharon Tyburski Charest Brewster

William Bean Samson Wayne Southworth Howland

Anna Murphy Smith Bradford Rhonda Keene Hopkins

Gary Smith Brewster Brent Allen Howland

Wilma Prestat Sutton Allerton Jennifer Smedile Cahill Hopkins

Andrew Rourke Brewster Deborah Allen Smedile Hopkins

Isabelle Adcock Cooke Barbara Sleeper Hulsizer Warren

Lorine Bergeron llI Warren Julianne Borsari Standish

Emma Wilsterman Cooke David Richey Brewster

Iris Soule Soule Stephen Taylor Alden

Nora Soule Soule Abby Combra Sage Howland

Candice Crough Murphy Doty Beverly Schulz Bradford

John Orcutt Billington

Milley True Priest Welcome to Our New Members that

Mok Fratus Rogers Transferred to Massac.:husetts from
Another Society.

Ailene Robinson Alden

Tyler Lewis Alden Name Passenger

Clarinda Johnson Campbell Warren Laura Ballam Hopkins

Elizabeth Sides Coates Hurst Warren Ballam Hopkins

Michael Lucas Brewster Joni Worsley Fisher Brewster

Derek Sutton Allerton Cathy O'Brien Jones Warren

Juliana Dawkins Hassett Howland

Elizabeth Bristol Brewster

Gregory Anderson Howland

Sandra Teeling Cushman Soule

Joseph Hall White

Ellen Chase Arnold Priest

Baird Eaton Alden

Charles Ward Howland

Henry Ward Howland

Robert Ivey Cooke

Michael Orbison Howland

Christine Schultz Standish

Stephanie Schultz Standish

William Schultz Standish







USA Today readers have spoken and they have chosen the Plimoth Patuxet Museum in
Plymouth for national recognition as America’s #1 open-air museum. Amongst costumed
interpreters and meticulously reconstructed structures, the living history museum immerses
visitors in 17th-century Pilgrim and Wampanoag life.

Plimoth Patuxet (formerly known as Plimoth Plantation) was the passion and vision of Henry
Hornblower Il (1917-1985), a Boston investment broker, history buff and Plymouth summer
resident who, from boyhood, had dreamed of telling and sharing the Pilgrim story.

In 1947, Hornblower formed a non-profit educational corporation, Plimoth Plantation, Inc., to
receive funds donated by his father to initiate his ambitious venture. A year later, a single 17th-
century house built on Plymouth’s waterfront, followed a few years later by a replica of the
fort-meetinghouse, became the harbingers of Hornblower’s grand vision. In 1957, after a
decade in the making, ground was finally broken for the museum along the banks of the Eel
River, a tract of land formerly part of the Hornblower summer estate. That same year, the
corporation sponsored the construction and voyage of Mayflower II.

Interviewed in 1958 upon receiving a generous grant toward his project, Hornblower remarked
that “the Pilgrim Village will be the Number One tourist attraction in New England.” How
gratified would he be to know that his dream was not only fulfilled but surpassed.
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